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gmail.com

The 131st Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Big Time Holds Crowning of 
This Year’s Queen, Alexandra Martocci

Our Lady of Mount Carmel held their 131st Annual Big Time Celebration on July 24 through July 27th. The Corona-
tion of the 2024 Queen Of The Big Time was held on Saturday Evening. This Year’s Queen is Miss Alexandra Grace 
Martocci. The Court Queen’s Court consisted of Aubrie LaBar, Anna Koehler, Francesca Reto, Dina Koehler, Victoria 
Parks, Alessandra Ilardi, Violet Farino, Maria Rose Giordano, Julia Goffredo, Anna Goffredo, and Mackenzie Hughes. 
This Year’s Crown Bearer was Nicholas Martino. Flower Girls were, Liliana and Kylie Goyette, and the Page Boys 
were Joseph and Vincent Melchionna. Alexandra was crowned by the 2023 Queen Sophia Albanese. This year’s 
Master of Ceremonies was the 2013 Big Time Queen, Ashley Jones. Photo by Dale Young/The Free Weekly Press

Charles, 100 and Frances, 98, celebrated 
their 74th Wedding Anniversary with family 
on July 27th. Congratulations on many beau-
tiful years together. 

Charles and Frances Muller 
Celebrate 74 Year’s Together

Fair Season Kicks Off with the 75th Annual 
Plainfield Farmers Fair

The 75th Annual Plainfield Farmer’s fair took place on July 23rd to 
July 27th with Livestock Shows, Tractor Pulls, Demolition Derbies, 
Live Music, Fireworks and more! Mark your calenders for next year’s 
fair starting July 22. Photo by Dale Young/The Free Weekly Press
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Mailing Address: 
PO Box 606, Bangor, PA 18013

Mailing Address: 
PO Box 606, Bangor, PA 18013

Fully Insured & Licensed

C: 484-515-1134

Tom Ahearn Electric

PA Reg. #PA058650

Electric Generator Installation
Light Carpentry - Painting - Home Repairs

& Home Improvement

Residential/Commercial Electric

610-588-6790

PH-38922384

OYER EXCAVATINGOYER
484-221-1221

EXCAVATING
484-221-1221

Experienced · Licensed · Insured · FREE ESTIMATES
PHOTOS & MORE INFO AT:  WWW.OYEREXCAVATING.COM
Serving Northampton & Monroe Counties in PAServing Northampton & Monroe Counties in PA

Locally Owned & Operated for over 25 years, Oyer 
Excavating is a leader in the excavation industry in the 
Poconos & Lehigh Valley. Our experienced staff will help 
you with your next project offering you the most cost 
effective solution while providing you with a finished 
project that your neighbors will envy. Our president 
oversees all projects are done on time & correctly. 

Let us help with your next project!

We Specialize In:
Boulder Walls | Excavating | Driveway Installations
Grading | Foundations | Septic Systems Installed

French Drains/Drainage Work | Utility Trenching & Repairs
Waterproofing | New Lawn Installations & Hydroseeding

Land Clearing | Hauling

Jeep
Center
Jeep
Center

1121 Valley View Dr.,
(Rt. 191) Bangor, PA

PARTS@191SALVAGE.COM

We Specialize In Repairs & Service
of All Models of             Vehicles!

Especially Those Manufactured Between 1975 & 2015!

191

610-588-4422610-588-4422

● We Sell New & Used Parts For Jeep Vehicles ●
 

● We Offer Courtesy Towing For Repair Customers ●

● We Purchase Used, Inoperable, & Damaged Jeeps ●

● We Sell New & Used Parts For Jeep Vehicles ●
 

● We Offer Courtesy Towing For Repair Customers ●
 (Within a 35 Mile Radius)

● We Purchase Used, Inoperable, & Damaged Jeeps ●

Did You Know?

C
A

LL
T

O
D

A
Y

131st Our Lady Mt. Carmel Big Time Celebration, Roseto, PA

Photo by Dale Young/The Free Weekly Press
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WE WANT YOU....TO SEND US YOUR LOCAL NEWS!WE WANT YOU....TO SEND US YOUR LOCAL NEWS!
LOCAL NEWS IS OUR MOST TRUSTED SOURCE OF INFORMATION ABOUT THE WORLD AROUND US. IT PROVIDES A 

SHARED UNDERSTANDING ABOUT WHAT’S HAPPENING IN OUR TOWN HALLS, SCHOOLS, & BUSINESSES. 

BUT LOCAL NEWS SEEMS TO BE DISAPPEARING!BUT LOCAL NEWS SEEMS TO BE DISAPPEARING!
A Decline In Original Reporting Leads To A Less Informed Public. A Less Informed Pubic Equals Voter 

& Civic Engagement Decline, Which Leads To Government Waste Increase,  & Public Polarization Increases.

Local News Connects Us To Our Community & Our Neighbors. It Uplifts Voices That Would Otherwise Go Unheard!
Local news demands accountability of community businesses & local governmental bodies, and it forces decision 

making structures to operate within the publics view.
Email us your news today at thepressmail@gmail.com

Safety Positions Needed!
● Construction Safety Manager

● Forklift Instructor
● Crane & Rigging Instructor

Part Time, Local Travel,
Ideal for Retired Professionals!

Reply to:
 billie0215@gmail.com

Dear Friends,
    After 35 years we are retiring as the owners of Bangor Hardware. It has been 
our sincere pleasure serving the Slate Belt community. We would like to thank 
everyone for your support and patronage over the years. You have been more 
than customers, you have been like family.

    As of June 29th we have handed over the reins to brothers, Dennis and Jeffrey 
Losco. The Losco family is committed to keeping your customer experience the 
same, and you will still see familiar, friendly faces when you visit the store.

    We hope that you will welcome the Losco family, and continue to support this 
local, family-owned hardware store that has been a staple of the Bangor 
business community for the past 69 years!

With Our Sincere Gratitude,
Brian & Jane Gilbert  (and daughter, Julie)

Pen Argyl Summer Sounds Presents: RIVERSIDE RHYTHM

Photo by Dale 
Young/ The Free 

Weekly Press
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17 Main Street, Blairstown, NJ

570-460-0362 • 570-242-1737

PRIVATE APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE

EXPERTS@FINDERSCOLLECTION.COM
17 Main Street, Blairstown, NJ

570-460-0362 • 570-242-1737

We are Currently Buying: 
GOLD & SILVER BULLION  •  COINS  

CURRENCY   •   ESTATES  •  ANTIQUES  
COLLECTIBLES  •  SPORTS CARDS
ONE ITEM OR ENTIRE ESTATES 

Honest & Transparent Pricing You Can Trust

We are Currently Buying: 
GOLD & SILVER BULLION  •  COINS  

CURRENCY   •   ESTATES  •  ANTIQUES  
COLLECTIBLES  •  SPORTS CARDS
ONE ITEM OR ENTIRE ESTATES 

Honest & Transparent Pricing You Can Trust

PRIVATE APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE

EXPERTS@FINDERSCOLLECTION.COM

“FAMILY OWNED

& OPERATED”
SECURE PRIVATE

LOCATION“FAMILY OWNED

& OPERATED”
SECURE PRIVATE

LOCATION

We Do House Clean Outs!

LOBB’S ROOFING & SIDINGLOBB’S ROOFING & SIDING
LOW COST ROOFING SYSTEMLOW COST ROOFING SYSTEM

Barry Lobb
Free Estimates

Barry Lobb
Free Estimates

P: 610-588-7452   C: 610-533-9454   F: 610-588-9192

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
SLATE ∙ METAL ∙ SHINGLES
GOODYEAR RUBBER ROOFS

5” & 6” ALUMINUM
SEAMLESS GUTTERS

Mowing, Overgrown Brush,
Saplings, & Weeds!

TREE SERVICE, Inc.

garyeagle.com

IMPORTANT MAILING INFORMATION!  IMPORTANT MAILING INFORMATION!  
Our New Mailing  Address is:Our New Mailing  Address is:    PO Box 606, Bangor, PA 18013PO Box 606, Bangor, PA 18013

 Sen. Rosemary M. 
Brown (R-40) an-
nounced today that an 
agreement has been 
reached between the 
Pennsylvania Depart-
ment of Transportation 
(PennDOT) and the Na-
tional Park Service to 
begin temporary work 
on Route 611 in the De-
laware Water Gap Na-
tional Recreation Area. 
The agreement marks a 
significant step forward 
in reopening the road-
way which has been 
closed since December 
6, 2022, causing sub-
stantial disruption to re-
sidents, businesses and 
commuters.
“I am absolutely thril-

led to share that after 
extensive discussions 
and collaborative ef-

forts, PennDOT and the 
National Park Service 
have agreed on a tem-
porary solution to reo-
pen Route 611,” said 
Brown.
The work will invol-

ve the installation of a 
temporary rockfall bar-
rier, which will enable 
traffic to open through 
a portion of the affec-
ted three-mile section. 
Once the permit is is-
sued by the National 
Park Service, PennDOT 
expects the work will 
take roughly six weeks 
to complete.
“This is a critical step 

in restoring accessibi-
lity and alleviating the 
hardships faced by our 
residents and busines-
ses,” said Brown. “Whi-
le this is a temporary 

Sen. Brown Announces Agreement Between 
PennDOT and National Park Service on Rt. 

611 Closure

fix, it is an important 
move toward a perma-
nent resolution. I will 
continue to advocate 
for a comprehensive, 
long-term solution that 
balances all interests.”
Route 611, owned and 

maintained by Pen-
nDOT, runs through 
the Delaware Water 
Gap National Recreati-
on Area, which is ma-
naged by the National 
Park Service. The road-
way was initially clo-
sed in April 2022 due 
to heavy rains washing 
out sections, and sub-
sequent rockslides ne-
cessitated further safety 
measures.
“I want to publicly 

thank PennDOT for 
their persistence in 
collaboration,” said 
Brown. “I am optimis-
tic that this temporary 
solution will provide 
the necessary relief to 
our community as we 
continue to work to-
ward a permanent reso-
lution.”
Updates will be pro-

vided as the temporary 
work progresses and 
plans for a long-term 
solution are developed.

For the seventh consecutive year, the Board of Governors for Penn-
sylvania’s State System of Higher Education (PASSHE) froze tuition 
for in-state undergraduates for the 2024-25 academic year. The tui-
tion rate will stay the same at all 10 state-owned public universities. 
PASSHE schools serve the most in-state students of any four-ye-
ar college or university in Pennsylvania, at the lowest price. Nearly 
90% of PASSHE’s 82,000 students are Pennsylvania residents, many 
from middle-income families. To make higher education more affor-
dable, the Senate passed Grow PA – a package of bills that creates 
new programs to recruit the best talent to Pennsylvania schools in 
industries that will grow the state’s economy while also expanding 
existing financial assistance programs that are already working. 
Read more about the scholarship and tuition waiver programs at 
https://www.pasenategop.com/grow-pa-higher-ed/
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610-863-6670 | 510 E. Main St., Pen Argyl

Dine-In   •   Take-Out   •   Delivery    •   Catering Available
(95¢ Delivery Fee)....Call for Delivery Range

 Monday-Thursday
2 Large Plain Pizza

$21.95*
Pick-Up or Delivery ONLY. Toppings Extra.

*Cannot combine with any 
other offers. Must present 

coupons. 

$5 OFF
$30*

David A. Hawk 
Builder/Remodeler
484-330-0093484-330-0093

Mt. Bethel


40 Years of Experience • Fully Insured  • Free Estimates

Additions · Basements
Kitchens · Bathrooms

Sunrooms · Patios 
New Garages Built
Decks · Flooring

PA041139

Stone Work · Siding
Roofing · Gutters
Soffits · Windows 
Trim · Shutters

 Students ages 3 and 
4 are invited to attend 
preschool at the Little 
Sprouts Early Learning 
Center. In addition to 
daycare and preschool, 
the Little Sprouts Early 
Learning Center offers 
care for children befo-
re and after school, as 
well as during the sum-
mer. Enrollment in the 
center’s daycare and 
preschool programs is 
currently underway. 
Interested parents are 
invited to schedule a 
tour of the facility by 
calling Little Sprouts, 
973-940-3540, or by 
completing a form on 
the website, www.litt-
lesproutsearlylearning-
center.org. The Little 
Sprouts Early Learning 
Center is conveniently 
located on the campus 
of Project Self-Suf-
ficiency, across from 
Sussex County Com-
munity College, at 127 
Mill Street in Newton. 
The Little Sprouts 

Early Learning Cen-
ter features separate 
classrooms for each 
age group, from infan-
cy through preschool. 
The center uses Cre-
ative Curriculum, the 
curriculum approved 
by the State of New 
Jersey and endorsed by 
the National Associa-
tion for the Education 
of Young Children, in 
all classrooms to help 
children learn impor-
tant skills in math, 
literacy, science, so-
cial studies, the arts, 
and technology. Ful-
ly qualified teachers 
are available in each 
school room and the 
child-teacher ratio ad-
heres to or exceeds sta-
te standards.

Little Sprouts Offers Preschool to Local 
NJ Students
The availability of an 

on-site vegetable gar-
den and weekly visits 
by Master Gardeners 
provides interacti-
ve instruction about 
nutrition, the origin 
of food, cooking, and 
other topics. The curri-
culum is enhanced by 
frequent special guests 
who read to the stu-
dents and offer simple 
lessons in the arts.
 Each classroom has 

new equipment, as well 
as learning centers for 
dramatic play, compu-
ters, science, house-
keeping, sand, and wa-
ter play, reading, and 
music.  The center also 
contains an all-pur-
pose room for active 
indoor play and parent 

presentations, as well 
as a sick room for tho-
se children who may 
fall ill during the day.  
The center is equip-
ped with two separate 
playgrounds, one for 
younger tots and one 
for older children.
 Little Sprouts Ear-

ly Learning Center 
offers space for 83 
youngsters, ages 6 
weeks to 6 years. All 
types of subsidized 
daycare are accepted, 
including New Jersey 
Cares for Kids and 
Work First New Jersey.  
For more information 
visit the center’s web-
site, www.littlesprout-
searlylearningcenter.
org or call 973-940-
3540.

On June 15th, at 
10:00am, Jaiden Fi-
scher stood in front 
of her new home with 
her brother, Biagio, 
and son, Jedrek by her 
side. She was joined 
by almost one hund-
red members of the 
community: neighbors, 
fellow Warren County 
Habitat for Humanity 
(Warren County Habi-
tat) Homeowners and 
their families, volun-
teers, staff, and other 
community partners. 
After over a year of 
hard work, 250+ hours 
she put into building 
her own home and jug-
gling between two and 
four jobs at any given 
time, Jaiden received 
the keys to her own 
front door.
Jaiden and her bro-

ther Biagio are no 
strangers to change. 
Having been moved 
around very often as 
children, they were 
never in one “home” 
for very long. When 
she finally moved into 
her own apartment af-
ter having her son, and 
Biagio was still living 
in a group home, she 
would tell her brother, 
“If I had a house you 
could stay with me, but 
I just don’t have the 
room.” He had been 
going through his own 
hardships, and Jaiden 
became focused on a 
way to not only pro-
vide for her son, but 
her brother too. She 
wanted to be able to 
give them both a place 
to call their forever 
home.
Like other times in 

her life, Jaiden feels 
that her pain and strug-
gles were times when 

God was showing her 
his plans for her.
“When I was eight 

years old, [one of my 
older sisters and I] 
were staying away at 
a sleepaway camp to 
find God amidst our 
struggles and some 
suffering in a place we 
thought was home. We 
were so happy to get 
away and to be at this 
camp with people who 
were surrounded by 
love and devotion. Du-
ring our stay here we 
were unfortunately ta-
ken away, [and placed] 
in foster care where we 
faced many feelings 
of hardship and defe-
at. But this is where I 
later learned that God 
was saving me.
During my time with 

Habitat for Humanity, 
I often felt like it was 
a nice little getaway 
from reality, kind of 
like how I felt when I 
was eight years old…
..I found myself sur-
rounded by love and 
devotion again, and I 
thank everyone at Ha-

bitat and God immen-
sely for being able to 
make this our forever 
home,” Jaiden shared 
at her Home Dedicati-
on ceremony.
Jaiden’s new home, 

the sixth home built 
on Beidleman Road 
in Franklin Township, 
NJ, is a testament to a 
four-year long journey 
for Warren County Ha-
bitat for Humanity. The 
plot of land that is now 
home to six Warren 
County Habitat Part-
ner Families was dona-
ted to the organization 
by Franklin Township, 
and in 2020, work of-
ficially began. This 
became Warren Coun-
ty Habitat for Huma-
nity’s first “Habitat 
neighborhood”, as the 
Habitat community 
affectionately calls it, 
and the organization 
is incredibly grateful 
for the chance to build 
not just homes, but a 
true Habitat communi-
ty where children and 
families can grow and 
thrive together.

“Home” Means a Dream Come True for 
Single Phillipsburg Mom and Family
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GRAY’S RECYCLING

908-475-3797 Gray’s Recycling Mulch

MULCH  •  TOP SOIL  •  STONE  • DYED MULCH
Pick Up Or Delivered To Your Location

MULCH AVAILABLE STONE AVAILABLE
Hardwood, Dyed, Black, Brown, Red, & Cedar

Mulches, Topsoil, Clean Fill, & Wood Chips

Dumping for Brush, Logs, Wood Chips, & Bales of Straw!
YOU CAN HAUL IT IN OR WE WILL PICK IT UP!

Roll-Off Boxes Available: 10, 20 or 30yds

River Stone: 3/8”, 3/4”, 1” to 3”
Red Stone  3/4”

ALSO AVAILABLE:
3/4” Gravel, 3/8” Crushed 

Gravel, QP Stone, & Stone Dust
WE ACCEPT YARD DEBRIS

We Also Offer
Heavy & Light Land Clearing

STORM DAMAGE CLEAN-UP, DEMOLITION & LOWBOY MOVES

CASH & ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTEDCASH & ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

Open Mon-Fri: 
7am-5pm
Open Sat: 
7am-Noon

Open Mon-Fri: 
7am-5pm
Open Sat: 
7am-Noon

Commercial & Residential Sales!

NEW 

SPRING

HOURS

NEW 

SPRING

HOURS

FIREFIGHTERS WANTED
Second Ward Fire Company of the Bangor Fire Department is 

seeking new volunteers of good moral character to join the ranks. 
Training is provided both in-house and through classes provided by 
Northampton County Fire School. If you are interested in joining to 

help serve the community or have any questions please call or 
message Captain Tom Betzler at 610-393-0654. 

You may also stop by the station 
during our weekly drills on

 Mondays at 7pm. 
Our station is located at 

517 S. Northampton St. Bangor, PA. 

Bangor Tire and Auto

ASE Master Technician

610-588-TIRE (8473)
Certified State Inspection

All Makes of Tires
Front End Alignment 

Auto Repair

Certified State Inspection
All Makes of Tires

Front End Alignment 
Auto Repair

Family Owned & Operated
411 South 1st Street., Bangor

CRISS’
Hauling & Landscape Construction
CRISS’
Hauling & Landscape Construction

Criss5151@yahoo.com    610-217-7059Criss5151@yahoo.com    610-217-7059

Stone • Topsoil • Mulch • Retaining Walls 
Landscaping  •  Field Mowing • Rototilling
Patios (Concrete Or Pavers)  •  New Lawns
Post Hole Auging  •  Trenching  •  Grading

Drainage  • Brush Removal/Tamed

Stone • Topsoil • Mulch • Retaining Walls 
Landscaping  •  Field Mowing • Rototilling
Patios (Concrete Or Pavers)  •  New Lawns
Post Hole Auging  •  Trenching  •  Grading

Drainage  • Brush Removal/Tamed

Nazareth, PANazareth, PA

If We Can’t Do It - You Don’t Need It!If We Can’t Do It - You Don’t Need It!

Jennifer Rago worked 
in the mental health in-
dustry for many years, 
helping individuals and 
families get through 
a crisis of one kind or 
another. You could say 
that Rago, now retired, 
has found her own ver-
sion of mental self the-
rapy. And it comes with 
a trip back in time.
Rago, longtime resi-

dent of Bangor, spends 
much of her summer at 
Wild West City in By-
ram Township, N.J., as 
a reanactor, often times 
cooking viddles and 
coffee over a fire at the 
Chuck Wagon.    
Wild West City has 

been entertaining au-
diences for over six 
decades with live acti-
on-packed shows, train 
and stagecoach rides, 
demonstrations, histo-
rical exhibits, music, 
special events and an 
opportunity to mingle 
with cowboys and cow-
girls in “Dodge City.” 

Rago has been doing 
plenty of entertaining 
herself as a reanactor, 
interacting with visitors 
who want to learn about 
the ways of the old west.
How did Rago making 

Wild West City her se-
cond “career”?
“I had first visited 

Wild West City when 
my daughter’s elemen-
tary school class went 
there for a class trip,” 
she said. “I have always 
loved American history, 
horses, and the Ame-
rican west/cowboys. 
When I retired I deci-
ded that I was going to 
spend my time doing 
things I loved but did 
not necessarily have the 
time to do when I was 
working. Being an avid 
fan of spaghetti wes-
terns, 1950’s westerns, 
and American history 
made joining Wild West 
City a natural choice.”
It’s a lot different than 

her last “career.”
“I worked in the men-

tal health- addictions 
field for 20 plus years 
as a counselor, execu-
tive director, and as-
sistant vice president, 
in clinical,” said Rago. 
“I retired early because 
of COVID and its nega-
tive effect on resources 
for mental health and 
addictions. Public and 
government healthcare 
funding was redirec-
ted to COVID reducing 
addictions funding and 
increasing death via ad-
diction.”
Wild West City is glad 

to have Rago aboard.’’
“Jennifer has really 

taken on her role here 
with spirit, dedication 
and excitement,” said 
Katie Benson, whose 
family has owned the 
park for over 60 years. 
“She is eager to share 
her knowledge of the 
old American west with 
others - and she makes a 
great cup of coffee too!”
Rago’s family and 

friends were not surpri-
sed to see that she gravi-
tated to Wild West City.  
“My friends thought 

it made perfect sense 
– my children and hus-
band know all too well 
how much I love this 
genre and are glad I 
have found other people 
who love it as much as I 
do,” said Rago. 
Ironically, although 

she spends a lot of her 
time at the Chuck Wa-
gon, Rago admits that 
it’s been a learning cur-
ve in more ways than 
one. 
“I’m not much of a 

cook but I have deve-
loped a real interest in 
pioneer cooking,” she 
said. “I watch a lot of 
YouTube, read and ask 
a lot of questions. I love 
looking and reading 
about period specific 
clothing and accessories 
and of course pioneer 
food.”
While others in reti-

rement might not be 
unable to come up with 
a plan for retirement, 
Rago has seemlessly 
found something that 
suits her just perfectly.  
“I love working with 

other people who love 
the history and tradi-
tions of the American 
west as much as I do,” 
she said. 
At Wild West City, 

Rago is just one part of 
a great day of family 
fun. 
Wild West City-

’s “Summer Stampe-
de”, which takes place 
through Labor Day 
Weekend, is where you 
can be part of the acti-
on helping the marshal 
track down the outlaws. 
Grab a lasso and mo-
sey over to the newest 
attraction at Wild West 
City, the Cowboy Cor-
ral. Test your skills or 
learn how to rope like 
a cowboy on the range. 
Cool down with mouth-
watering soda floats, ice 
cream and other sweets 
at Pilsner’s Candy 
Shoppe. 
In the Golden Nugget 

Saloon, there are plen-
ty of eats for everyone, 
and for the adults, craft 
cocktails, at the authen-
tic western bar. 
Wild West City affords 

visitors a chance to see 

what the wild west was 
all about up close and 
personal. Wild West 
City can also be an edu-
cational experience for 
those who want to sim-
ply learn about the his-
tory of the the American 
wild west.
Wild West City offers 

an array of special days 
through the season; 
among them Wild West 
City’s National Day of 
the Cowboy and Cow-
girl, Civil War reenact-
ments, Native American 
events and more. And 
of course, train rides 
and stagecoach rides 
complete any trip to the 
park. 
Looking ahead to the 

fall, Wild West City-
’s Fall Harvest brings 
out the colors of the 
Skylands Region with 
more great events each 
weekend such as Cow-
girl Day and Scouts 
Weekend. Visitors can 
enjoy indulging in 
mouthwatering pump-
kin delights, fall crafted 
bar beverages and sip 
warm apple cider or fall 
crafted beverages in the 
Golden Nugget.
Haunted Wild West, 

held weekends in Octo-
ber, has become one of 
the most popular annual 
attractions in Northwest 
Jersey.  The Spooky 
Wild West Fest features 
classic Wild West City 
shows with a Halloween 
twist. Meet characters 
like the Wicked Witch 
and Headless Horse-
man. When the sunsets 
at Wild West City things 
get a little scary. The 
Haunted Train Ride and 
Haunted Walking Trail 
are theatrical haunts and 
scares featuring a story-
line along with jump 
scares set in an eerie 
western town. 
Tickets for any Wild 

West City day can be 
purchased in advance 
online. Groups are also 
welcome. For more in-
formation about Wild 
West City and to view 
its special event sche-
dule visit wildwestcity.
com. You can also LIKE 
Wild West City on Face-
book.

For Bangor’s Jennifer Rago, Cooking At The Chuck Wagon Is The Perfect Retirement
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Debbie Pettinari
Providing Insurance & Financial Services

Agent

106 S. Broadway
Wind Gap, PA 18091

Bus: 610-881-4433
Fax: 610-881-4432
Cell: 484-695-8070

FREE Amplifit hearing test,
Only at Miracle-Ear.

Miracle Ear Miracle Ear Center
Stroud Commons (Rear of Building)

1619 N. Ninth Street, 
Stroudsburg, PA 18360

570-476-9949

1343 Blue Valley Drive, 
Pen Argyl, PA 18072
610-588-3383 259 E. Central Ave.,

East Bangor, PA

A Division of
Medical Associates of The Lehigh Valley

www.matlv.com

Douglas F. Turtzo, M.D., F.A.C.P.
Anita Rohatgi, M. D.

Board Certified Internal Medicine

6534 Sullivan Trail
Wind Gap, PA 18091

New Location

Hours By Appointment
Please Call:

 610-888-6613

Roseto Big Time Crowning of the Queen 
Photos by Dale Young/The Free Weekly Press



August 1,  2024Page 8 The Free Weekly Press

Blairstown airport is one of the nicest old time airports that has 
kept its charm for nearly 100 years. It was built by a local farmer, W. 
K. Dickson on 151 acres. It currently has a flight training center for 
powered aircraft as well as gliders. A small cozy restaurant aptly cal-
led the Runway Cafe sometimes becomes a stop for pilots to grab a 
bite on VFR days. The airport also became a Landing zone stop for 
medical helicopters to assist local first responders to speed those 
who need transport to a trauma center. It has one 3000 foot runway. 
So come sit outside at one of the picnic tables and go back in time. 
Photo by Bob Halberstadt/The Free Weekly Press

The Pennsylvania Department of Transportation (PennDOT) has 
unveiled a new standard license plate for vehicles. The new pla-
te, showcasing Pennsylvania as the birthplace of America, will be 
available in 2025. It features the Liberty Bell and the text, “Let Free-
dom Ring.” Military, special organization, special fund and specialty 
plates without legislatively mandated designs will also be updated 
with the new design. If you would like to be one of the first to get the 
new license plate, sign up for updates. You will be notified when the 
license plate is ready to order. When the plates become available, 
fee information will be included with replacement instructions on 
PennDOT’s website and will vary based on plate type and any op-
tional personalization. The department and its partners will use all 
existing standard issue license plate inventory before transitioning 
to the new plate design.

521 Richmond Road, Bangor, PA |  610.588.5831    |    www.hartzellsauction.com
PA# AU – 00395-L AH – 1919 Est. 1943

Here’s Your Opportunity To Start Your Own Small Busi-
ness, And Rent Out Or Live In, The House Next Door.  You 
Have A Home And Garages Zoned RC.  Great Corner Lot 
With 224′ of Road Frontage On Rt 611 (S. Delaware Drive). 
You Have A 3 Bedroom, 1 1/2 Bath Home With A Spacious 
Kitchen With Plenty Of Cabinets / Storage, Nice Size 

PUBLIC REAL ESTATE AUCTION
- This real estate auction is to Settle the Estate of Charlotte Longyore -

10 Richmond Belvidere Rd, Bangor, PA
Auction: Wednesday, August 7th, 6:30pm

For More Information, Call the Auctioneers at 610-588-5831

Open House: July 31st, 6pm – 8pm

Terms:  $10,000 
down in cash or 
certified check 

(non refundable)  
Balance in 
45 days.

Dining & Family 
Room, Full Attic & 
Basement, Oil Heat, 

Plus 2 Garages.
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ATTENTION

Monday, August 5th, 7pm 
Frelinghuysen Will Hold Their Land Use Board 

Meeting At: 139 Lincoln Laurel Road, Blairstown, NJ

Decisions And Public Comments Will Be Made 
Regarding The Installation Of An Industrial 

Cannabis Factory In Frelinghuysen, NJ,
 On Rt. 94 Near The Elementary School

PUBLIC NOTICEPUBLIC NOTICE

Legislation to im-
prove student men-
tal health, academic 
performance and so-
cial skills by limiting 
student smartphone 
use in schools has 
been signed into law. 
The measure allows 
schools the option of 
using dedicated school 
safety funding for se-
cure, lockable smart-
phone bags in which 
students deposit their 
mobile devices until 
the end of the school 

day.
Senate Bill 700, 

now Act 55 of 2024, 
amended the School 
Safety and Mental He-

Limiting the Use of Smartphones in Schools
alth Grant Program to 
allow for the purcha-
se of these smartpho-
ne bags as an eligible 
use of funding. As part 
of the grant program, 
school districts recei-
ve an automatic base 
grant of $100,000 and 
each intermediate unit, 
area career and tech-
nical school, charter 
school, regional char-
ter school or cyber 
charter school is provi-
ded an automatic base 
grant of $70,000.

The Land of Make Be-
lieve finds itself among 
some pretty big names 
around the country 
according to a recent-
ly published national 
story.
The family-owned 

Land of Make Believe, 
in Hope, N.J., was re-
cognized as the state’s 
Best Amusement Park 
in an article posted on 
msn.com that highligh-
ted the best parks in 
every state in America. 
In 2022, Land of Make 
Believe was named the 
Most Iconic Amuse-
ment Park in the U.S. 
In the article, it is no-

ted that “Land of Make 
Believe merges classic 
amusement with water 
park fun. The park’s pi-
rate-themed water area, 
Pirate’s Cove, excites 
young adventurers, 
while the roller coas-
ters and Ferris wheel 
delight thrill-seekers. 
It’s a nostalgic expe-

rience with modern 
twists.”
With this distinction, 

Land of Make Believe 
finds itself in the com-
pany of some major 
amusement park play-
ers including Florida’s 
Disney World, Cali-
fornia’s Knotts Berry 
Farm , Virginia’s Kings 
Dominion, Texas’s Six 
Flags over Texas, New 
York’s Coney Island, 
Dollywood, Hershey-
park, and Missouri’s 
Siver Dollar City.
Under the leadership 

of owner Christopher 
Maier the Land of Make 
Believe has become a 5 
Star award winning re-
gional Amusement and 
Water Park recognized 
nationally on numerous 
occasions.  
“Just amazing to be 

included with the li-
kes of Disney World, 
Knotts Berry Farm and 
Hersheypark is some-
thing to be very proud 

of,” said Maier. “We’-
ve always strived to 
be ‘wholesome, safe 
and affordable’ and 
something unique and 
special. Knowing that 
others recognize us for 
that is truly a great fee-
ling and something our 
staff should be com-
mended for.” 
For the full story, 

go to https://www.
m s n . c o m / e n - u s / t r a -
vel/tripideas/the-best-
amusement -park- in-
every-american-state/
ss-BB1p4ikM?ocid=m-
s e d g n t p & p c = H C T-
S&cvid=3bd21d9a2d 
b44fd399143ab997a-
4 4 c a c & e i = 3 1 # i m a -
ge=31. 
For more about Land 

of Make Believe, which 
remains open daily 
through Labor Day 
Weekend (and the follo-
wing weekend), our visit 
www.LOMB.com or its 
Facebook page, Land of 
Make Believe NJ.

Land of Make Believe Named One of US 
Best Amusement Parks

Back to School Season Will
 Be Here Before You Know It!

Advertise Your Back to School
Specials with Us!

* Promotional price is for a contracted amount of 4 ads, 
total cost of run is $152.

Red box shown above is actual size, 3.27in x 3in

SPECIAL RATE:
ONLY $38 per ad*

for a 2x3 ad!

SPECIAL RATE:
ONLY $38 per ad*

for a 2x3 ad!

Email Melissa

thepressads

@gmail.com

For more details
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TREE WORK

Craig Wickett 

TRIMMING - REMOVAL - STORM DAMAGE - FIREWOOD
STUMP GRINDING - CHIPPING - WE DO SLATE REPAIRS!

Free Estimates | Fully Insured

CraigWickettTreeWork.com

For Fast Service, Call:
H: 610-599-6882
C: 610-442-2996

75ft
BUCKET

TRUCK
75ft

BUCKET
TRUCK

24 Hr. Emergency
Storm Damage Service

Call for Discount

Bono PizzaBono Pizza

1436 Bangor Rd., Pen Argyl (RT. 191)1436 Bangor Rd., Pen Argyl (RT. 191)

610-588-3299

Bangor

Stockertown

BONO
PIZZA

191

Eat In or Take Out

New Hours - Open 7 Days A Week - 11am to 10pm! 

EVERYDAY SPECIALSEVERYDAY SPECIALS
2 Large
Cheese
Pizzas

$22.99+ tax

1 Large Cheese Pizza
8 Wings & a
2 Liter Soda
$22.99+ tax

We Deliver on
Door Dash & Slice

We Deliver on
Door Dash & Slice

Gift Certificates AvailableGift Certificates Available

Find Us on Facebook

Pen Argyl

DID YOU KNOW: YOU CAN FIND OUR LATEST, AND MULTIPLE 
PAST EDITIONS ONLINE VIA YOUR COMPUTER,  TABLET, OR 

SMARTPHONE! WE ARE JUST A CLICK AWAY

Visit Us Online Today at:
WWW.THEPRESSNEWSONLINE.COM & On Facebook

75th Plainfield Farmer’s Fair

Photos by Dale Young/The Free Weekly Press

August thunderstorms are masterpieces of bluster and 
bombardment. And sometimes August is bone-dry and full 
of dust, and we would gladly swap the whole of it for one 

rainy March week end. ~Hal Borland
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The Overlook

Hours: Wed-Sun, 2:30pm to Close

The Overlook
4285 N. Delaware Dr., Mt. Bethel     570-897-0169

Hours: Wed-Sun, 2:30pm to Close
Looking For Live

 Music This Weekend? 
Visit Us At Our Sister Location: 

Hunter’s Lodge
64 Rt. 46, Columbia, NJ

Where the Harlan Tucker Band
will be playing on

 Saturday, Aug 3rd at 6:30pm  

Music Will Be Outside at 6:30pm, 
Weather Permitting - Bring a Chair!
(NOTE: Music Indoors at 8:30pm, If Raining)

75th Plainfield Farmer’s Fair Continued

Scholarship Winners: Shyanne Ackerman, Brooke Bowie, Alex Al-
len, Daniel Eyer, Hailey Hoagland, Eliana Koehler (Not Pictured), and 
Aidia Wagner (Not Pictured)
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64 Rt. 46 Delaware, NJ • 908-475-0060 • 610-888-6613

Like Us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/HuntersLodgeNJLike Us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/HuntersLodgeNJ

Hunter’s Lodge Restaurant & Motel

Call 610-888-6613 For Motel Rooms!

Motel Rooms: 
$95/Night  |  $500/Week   |   $1,150/Mo.
Includes: A/C & Heat, WiFi, Dish Network, 
Trash, Parking, Small Fridge & Microwave.

Hunter’s Lodge Restaurant & Motel
64 Rt. 46, Columbia, NJ  •  908-475-0060 •  We Are Open 11am-11pm  •  7 Days a Week  

Serving Breakfast
at 11am

Serving Breakfast
at 11am

Martini Monday!
$5 Wells

Taco Tuesday!
$7.99

Martini Monday!
$5 Wells

Taco Tuesday!
$7.99

Legendary

Steaks!
Legendary

Steaks!
Steamed

Clams
Steamed

Clams

MUSIC OUTSIDE BRING A  LAWN CHAIR!
(Music Will Be Indoors at 8:30pm, If Raining!)

Sat., August 3rd, 6:30pm
The Harlan Tucker Band

Live Music This Weekend!

The Allentown Rescue 
Mission’s Clean Team 
Workforce announces its 
Employee of the Month 
for June, Justin C.
Justin started a pho-

tography and music 
business in 2022, but 
he bit off more than he 
could chew. To keep up 
with the demands of his 
time, he began using 
drugs to stay awake and 
alert. Eventually, drug 
use destroyed his busi-
ness and personal relati-
onships. Justin checked 
himself into the hospital 
for help. 
After his release, his sis-

ter told him about the Al-
lentown Rescue Mission, 
and he decided it was the 
best place for him to go. 
Justin joined the Trans-
formation Program in 

April of 2024 and ever 
since has dedicated him-
self to bettering his life. 
He began to heal and 
was able to focus becau-
se he wasn’t dependent 
on drugs. Justin initial-
ly stated that he “didn’t 
have faith that he would 
succeed in the program.” 
Still, he continued one 
day at a time until even-
tually, the eight-week 
program ended, and he 
proudly graduated.
The Monday after Jus-

tin graduated from the 
Transformation Pro-
gram, he began wor-
king for the Clean Team 
Workforce. Justin is ea-
ger to learn, and he re-
ceives feedback well. He 
says it’s because he “just 
wants to get better.” He 
is a positive leader and 

encourages others to suc-
ceed. Justin credits the 
Transformation Program 
for giving him meaning 
in his life and revealing 
how much he enjoys hel-

ping others.
Justin has been wor-

king hard on mulching 
and landscaping jobs for 
the Clean Team Work-
force. For most of his 

life, he worked in a wa-
rehouse and is enjoying 
the opportunity to work 
outdoors. Justin is exci-
ted about his future. His 
goal is to save money for 
a place that he can call 
home and to help others 
in some capacity.
The Allentown Rescue 

Mission congratulates 
Justin on his newfound 
happiness and determi-
nation to make a bet-
ter life for himself and 
others.
The Allentown Rescue 

Mission, a 501c3, 123 
bed non-profit homeless 
shelter has been provi-
ding shelter for homeless 
men since 1900. In addi-
tion to emergency shel-
ter services (365 days 
a year), the Allentown 
Rescue Mission offers 

a residential life skills 
program, and transitio-
nal employment on the 
Clean Team Workforce 
that’s available for hire 
to the community. The 
Clean Team Workforce 
pays the men above PA 
state minimum wage– 
helping them save a nest 
egg to transition back 
into the community. In 
a typical year, the Al-
lentown Rescue Mission 
provides shelter services 
for over 946 men per 
year, and serves over 
42,000 meals a year to 
men in need.
To refer someone to the 

Allentown Rescue Mis-
sion for services or to 
learn ways you can help 
make a difference please 
visit www.allentownres-
cuemission.org

The Allentown Rescue Mission’s Clean Team Workforce June Employee of the Month

IMPORTANT MAILING INFORMATION!  IMPORTANT MAILING INFORMATION!  
Our New Mailing  Address is:Our New Mailing  Address is:  PO Box 606, Bangor, PA 18013PO Box 606, Bangor, PA 18013
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Garden Dilemmas? Ask Mary!

Mary E. Stone
Stone Associates

Landscape Design
 & Consulting,

Blairstown
Hello, fellow readers, 
     Last week, we spoke 

about Early Acorn Drop 
– Lessons of Letting 
Go. Acorns aren’t the 
only thing that seems to 

be dropping early. Whi-
le walking on Sunday 
on the Paulinskill Rail 
Trail, I meandered fu-
rther and landed at our 
local airport. While offe-
ring water to my canine 
kid, I witnessed a little 
girl gathering fistfuls of 
pinecones, bringing her 
such happiness. Grand 
Norway spruces shade 
the outdoor eating space 
at the Runway Cafe. As 
I watched, I dictated the 
scene as it was unfolding 
to share with you...
     A little girl is picking 

up pinecones and putting 
them on a picnic bench 
where her mom sits with 
two other ladies, and the-
re’s a baby bassinet on 
the table. The gals are 
engaged in conversation 

while the child scouts for 
her treasures, collecting 
them with such happi-
ness. She’s talking to 
herself as she approaches 
the pinecones. She finds 
one, then two. I hear the 
little girl’s voice coun-
ting them: three, four, 
five. Her hands are full. 
How can she hold any 
more; she is so adora-
ble in her blue sundress, 
pink Crocs, and pigtails.
     Now, she’s sitting on 

the ground to reach ano-
ther pinecone under a ne-
arby picnic table. As she 
picks it up, others in her 
hand drop; she gathers 
them back up and re-
turns them to her mom. 
Her fists are crammed 
with her treasures, all the 
while she talks to herself. 
She’s putting them on the 

bench beside her mom. 
There must be a dozen 
or so by now. Mom and 
her friends don’t seem to 
engage in the finds.
     She’s heading off, 

prancing towards more. 
Mom calls for her. I’m 
looking for something, 
the little girl says. We 
have to go, Mom says in 
return.
     Come, come, come, 

Jolee, come. Jolee, come, 
come, come on here. 
That’s me calling Jolee. 
She’s walking around the 
vast Norway Spruce I’m 
sitting under—the trunk, 
hiding her from view. 
Maybe she’s looking for 
pinecones, too, to nibble 
on, but there are none 
here. Perhaps the little 
girl snagged them all be-
fore we arrived.

     My mind drifts to 
when I picked daffodils 
from my mom; I’d say 
I was about five. Mom 
and our neighbor were 
chatting away. The 
punchline is they were 
the neighbor’s daffodils. 
Mom was upset that I 
picked something not 
ours to pick. I thought 
I was doing something 
kind; it made me very 
sad. Children remember 
these things.
     Watching the little 

girl’s happiness unfold 
and her wonder about 
the pinecones under 
the trees brings me joy. 
There’s a quote by Hen-
ry David Thoreau in the 
book Walden: ”Every 
child begins the world 
again.” Isn’t that true?
     They’re leaving now, 

and the little girl wants 
to take her pinecones. 
Her mom explains that 
we can’t; they only al-
low you to take a few. 
The precious child ac-
cepts the logic, grasping 
one pinecone in her left 
hand and holding her 
mom’s hand in her right.
      It’s understanda-

ble how the cycles of 
nature unfold, fascina-
ting a child. And to us, 
they often go unnoticed. 
But we can change that. 
May we all cherish our 
fistfuls of treasures, li-
ving with gratitude for 
the beautiful gifts in our 
lives. That is my wish for 
you.
     Garden Dilemmas? 

AskMaryStone.com and 
our favorite Podcast 
App.
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Make Checks Payable to: The Free Weekly Press, LLC

Ads with
Photos!

$18

PO BOX 606, Bangor, PA 18013

ee Company Seeks, FT,
Worker. Must Have 

Valid DL.  
jensentreeexperts

@gmail.com or call 908-
459-4005
Warren & 

Morris Co., NJ

Siding, Roofer, and 
Window Installer.
Experienced only.

Must have drivers li
cense.  Work available 

immediately. Call 
Comunale Construction 
at 610-588-6715

Office/Retail Space 
for Rent Heat, AC, 
Water, Sewer, & 

 Garbage Included. 
$550/mo. William St., 

Pen Argyl. Call 
484-330-0093

10 x 20 Garage 
for Rent! Electric 
Overhead Door w/ 

Concrete Floor.  
$125/mo. William 

St., Pen Argyl. 
Call 484-330-0093

Cut-Split-Delivered
$210 a Cord
570-202-6902

Seasoned Firewood
$190/cord

$95/half cord
570-202-6902

Firewood for 
Sale. $120 pick 
up truck load. 

Call Craig  
Wickett at

610-599-6882. 
Pick Up Only  
No Delivery!

eekends & Nights
Some Lifting 

Required
Call 610-588-6000

Caregivers Needed.

TS

TS

TS

TS

NOW HIRING FOR 
2024 SEASON!
Ground Men,  

Climbers & CDL 
Drivers Needed 

Call Us at
570-807-7746

CDL & LABORERS 
WANTED

Henry Yeska & Son 
Septic Service

Hiring CDL Drivers 
Class A & B and 

 Laborers. Full time 
& part time available. 
Experience preferred 

but not required. 
Will train on the job. 
Please call the office 

at 610-759-3290.

Part Time Tree Helper 
Wanted! Must Have 

Valid DL. Call 
610-588-1034

TS

 Firewood for sale
$200 a cord 

All different sizes 
14, 16 or 18

 inches long. 
Call 610-588-7513

Help Wanted
Must Have Taken 
CDL Endorsment 

Class A or B
Benefits Offered
& Vacation Time
Apply by Calling

610-759-3290

Saturday & Day 
Shift Servers 

Wanted At 
 Hunter’s Lodge 
in New Jersey

Please Call 
610-888-6613

HELP 
WANTED

PART TIME
FIREWOOD
SPLITTER
Call Today:

610-588-1034

Firewood for Sale. 
Mixed Seasoned 
Hardwoods, $450 

per dump truck load, 
aprox  1 3/4 cord, 

Free Delivery within a 
10mi. radius. Call 
 Craig Wickett at
610-442-2996 or
 610-599-6882. 

Safety Positions 
Needed 

● Construction 
Safety Manager

● Forklift Instructor
● Crane & Rigging 

Instructor
Part Time

Local Travel
Ideal for retired 
professionals!

Reply to:
 billie0215@
gmail.com 

For SalePart time 
 Outdoor  

Educators 
Wanted! 

Training Provided. 
Flexible hours. 

Pays $17/hr. 
 Call Sara at 

908-362-8217.

1/25 Scale Rare/ 
Extinct MODEL CARS 
FOR SALE. Promos  

& Built Kits. ‘50s, 
‘60s & ‘70s. Call

610-588-7386 or email 
basehit3@ptd.net

Craftsman Snow 
Blower - 5h. 24in. 

w/ track

Ridgid 10in
 Table Saw

STIHL MS 171 
Chainsaw

STIHL Weedwacker

RIDGID Portable 
4 Gallon Vacuum

Tools, HH Items, 
Furniture & MORE

Call 201-874-2291

FIREWOOD

Back to School Season Will
 Be Here Before You Know It!

Advertise Your Back to School
Specials with Us!

* Promotional price is for a contracted amount of 4 ads, 
total cost of run is $152.

Red box shown above is actual size, 3.27in x 3in

SPECIAL RATE:
ONLY $38 per ad*

for a 2x3 ad!

SPECIAL RATE:
ONLY $38 per ad*

for a 2x3 ad!

Email Melissa

thepressads

@gmail.com

For more details

National Night Out Is NATION WIDE!  
Check w/ Your Local Police Dept. For Details!
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Mount Bethel, PA 
www.millerseggranch.com                      610.588.4204

We have closed our storefront.  We no longer operate at 
either 96 Mt Bethel Hwy or 690 Allegheny Rd. We are 
increase our wholesale business, bringing all of your 

favorite items to other local stores in the area.

We will continue to offer a few specialty items,
including our homegrown beef, pork, and poultry 

from our farm and online store.  Stay Tuned!

Find your Favorite Baked Goods and Eggs at:
Ruggiero’s Market ~ Roseto

Bagels on the Corner ~ Pen Argyl
Johnsonville Farm & Garden ~ Bangor

Frank’s Deli ~ Mount Bethel
Marshalls Farm Market ~ Knowlton, NJ

More to come!

Poulin Grain
- QUALITY-FOCUSED PRODUCTS -

Feeds for the Northeast
FEED

BAKERY
the

MILLER’S EGG RANCH

Thank you to Johnsonville Farm & Garden 
in Bangor, PA for taking over our favorite 
feeds!  Visit them Tuesday - Sunday for all of 

your Feed, Seed, Propane and Wood Pellet Needs!


