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Mailing Address: 
PO Box 606, Bangor, PA 18013

Mailing Address: 
PO Box 606, Bangor, PA 18013

Debbie Pettinari
Providing Insurance & Financial Services

Agent

106 S. Broadway
Wind Gap, PA 18091

Bus: 610-881-4433
Fax: 610-881-4432
Cell: 484-695-8070

Sweet & Discreet
Bangor Church of the Nazarene
150 Bunny Trail Rd., Bangor, PA

610-588-6929
Sweet & Discreet addresses period poverty as the Pennsylvania welfare system 
does not cover these items. Sweet & Discreet offers a FREE monthly supply of 
feminine hygiene products to those in need! Please stop by the Bangor Church 

of the Nazarene on the 4th Saturday of the month from 9am - 11am. 
(Please note due to certain holidays, supplies will be offered on the 3rd Saturday of the Month)

September 28th, 2024    |   October 26th, 2024   | November 23rd, 2024 
December 21st 2024   |   January 25th, 2025   |   February 22nd, 2025

www.bangornazch.org               sweetndiscreetbnc@gmail.com

Mowing, Overgrown Brush,
Saplings, & Weeds!

TREE SERVICE, Inc.

garyeagle.com

The Pennsylvania Supreme Court has upheld its prior rulings, af-
firming that undated mail-in and absentee ballots from the 2024 
General Election shall not be counted. This decision reinforces the 
requirements of the Pennsylvania Election Code, ensuring compli-
ance with its provisions for the election held on November 5, 2024.
This ruling underscores the importance of adhering to election laws 
designed to maintain the integrity of the electoral process. Strength-
ening both election integrity and voter access has been, and will 
continue to be, a key focus for Pennsylvania lawmakers. Free, fair, 
and secure elections are the cornerstone of a healthy and thriving 
republic, and efforts to uphold these principles remain a top priority.
As Pennsylvania moves forward, this decision reaffirms a commit-
ment to the rule of law and the standards that ensure public trust in 
our democratic processes.

Pennsylvania Election Law Affirmed

 Senator Lisa M. Bo-
scola (D-Northampton) 
announced today that 
Women of Excellence 
Bethlehem and the Me-
morial Library of Naz-
areth and Vicinity have 
been awarded laptop 
computers by the PA 
Broadband Develop-
ment Authority (PBDA) 
through the Digital Con-
nectivity Technology 
Program (DCTP).
“In today’s world ac-

cess to appropriate tech-
nology such as laptops 
is crucial for our citi-
zens to further their ed-
ucation, seek workforce 
training and to seek 
necessary health care,” 
Senator Boscola stated.  
“Through the Digital 
Connectivity Technol-
ogy program, the Com-
monwealth is providing 
access to this technolo-
gy through the awards 
to Women of Excellence 
Bethlehem and the Me-
morial Library of Naza-
reth and Vicinity.”
Today’s awards by the 

PA Broadband Devel-
opment Authority will 
provide Women of Ex-
cellence Bethlehem 50 
laptops and the Memo-
rial Library of Nazareth 

Boscola Announces Two Northampton County Non 
Profits To Receive 80 Laptop Computers Through 

Digital Connectivity Technology Program
and Vicinity 30 laptops.
“Women of Excellence 

Bethlehem, would like 
to take this opportunity 
to say thank you to the 
PA Broadband Devel-
opment Authority for 
the award of this needed 
technology,” Dr. Enid P. 
Jackson, CEO of Wom-
en of Excellence Beth-
lehem said.  “These 
laptops will allow us to 
better serve children, 
families and our com-
munity.  We believe 
unity generates a higher 
productivity in any com-
munity.”
“The thirty new laps 

received from the Capi-
tal Project Fund Digital 
Connectivity Technolo-
gy Program will have a 
significant and positive 
impact on the Memorial 
Library of Nazareth and 
Vicinity’s service area,” 
stated Holly Bennett, 
Executive Director of 
the Memorial Library of 
Nazareth and Vicinity.  
“The new technology 
will enable our orga-
nization to address the 
critical issue of limited 
digital access, which 
currently hinders digital 
literacy and access to 
vital information. With 
this support, we will be 
able to grow our partner-
ship with the Northamp-
ton County Digital Nav-
igation Coalition by 
offering learning oppor-
tunities to help bridge 

the digital divide in our 
community. This collab-
oration will empower in-
dividuals to better navi-
gate the digital world, 
enhancing their person-
al, educational, and pro-
fessional opportunities.”
The Digital Connec-

tivity Technology Pro-
gram provides laptops 
to non-profits, commu-
nity anchor institutions, 
and governments who 
will then loan or make 
the laptops available to 
Pennsylvanians to im-
prove education, work-
force development, 
health, and employment 
outcomes.
The Pennsylvania 

Broadband Devel-
opment Authority 
(PBDA), created by Act 
96 of 2021, is an inde-
pendent agency of the 
PA Department of Com-
munity and Economic 
Development (DCED). 
PBDA is responsible 
for creating a statewide 
broadband plan and dis-
tributing federal and 
state monies for broad-
band expansion projects 
in unserved and under-
served areas of Penn-
sylvania. The Authority 
focuses on closing Penn-
sylvania’s digital divide 
so all residents can get 
connected to affordable 
and reliable high-speed 
broadband internet at 
home, at work, or on the 
road.
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A Division of
Medical Associates of The Lehigh Valley

www.matlv.com

Douglas F. Turtzo, M.D., F.A.C.P.
Anita Rohatgi, M. D.

Board Certified Internal Medicine

6534 Sullivan Trail
Wind Gap, PA 18091

New Location

WE WANT YOU....TO SEND US YOUR LOCAL NEWS!WE WANT YOU....TO SEND US YOUR LOCAL NEWS!
LOCAL NEWS IS OUR MOST TRUSTED SOURCE OF INFORMATION ABOUT THE WORLD AROUND US. IT PROVIDES A 

SHARED UNDERSTANDING ABOUT WHAT’S HAPPENING IN OUR TOWN HALLS, SCHOOLS, & BUSINESSES. 

BUT LOCAL NEWS SEEMS TO BE DISAPPEARING!BUT LOCAL NEWS SEEMS TO BE DISAPPEARING!
A Decline In Original Reporting Leads To A Less Informed Public. A Less Informed Pubic Equals Voter 

& Civic Engagement Decline, Which Leads To Government Waste Increase,  & Public Polarization Increases.

Local News Connects Us To Our Community & Our Neighbors. It Uplifts Voices That Would Otherwise Go Unheard!
Local news demands accountability of community businesses & local governmental bodies, and it forces decision 

making structures to operate within the publics view.
Email us your news today at thepressmail@gmail.com

Visit us online at www.thepressnewsonline.com & on Facebook!Visit us online at www.thepressnewsonline.com & on Facebook!

- Now at Miller's Paint Store -
100 Erdman Ave, Bangor, PA | On the 2nd Floor

Miller House Craft Show

Friday, Nov. 22nd, 4-8pm
Saturday, Nov. 23rd, 10am-4pm

Sunday, Nov. 24th, Noon-4pm
Friday, Nov. 29th,  4-8pm

Saturday, Nov. 30th, 10am-4pm
Sunday, Dec. 1st, Noon-4pm

All handmade items from local crafters.

yellow frame church 
31st annual holiday home tour, 
lunch & santa's gourmet shoppe 

1 Yellow Frame Rd. Fredon, NJ
(on the Warren/Sussex County line on Rt. 94)

Saturday, December 7th, 10am-4pm
Lunch Served from 11am-2pm 

Ticket prices are $35 for the tour and lunch;
$25 for tour only;  $15 for lunch only.

Call 973-383-3565 for tickets and more information, 
or purchase your tickets at the door on December 7th.

More than 500 Sussex 
County families will be 
able to enjoy a Thanks-
giving turkey with all 
the trimmings this year, 
thanks to the generos-
ity of local businesses, 
churches and individuals 
who donated voluminous 
amounts of food for Proj-
ect Self-Sufficiency par-
ticipants.  Agency staff 
and volunteers recently 
bagged hundreds of fro-
zen turkeys, along with 
fresh produce, cans of 
cranberry sauce, vegeta-
bles, stuffing mix, dinner 
rolls, and freshly baked 
pies and distributed them 
to local families. 
“For many of our par-

ticipants, food insecurity 
has become a pervasive 
and deeply troubling is-
sue. The overwhelming 
generosity of our friends 
and neighbors is appreci-
ated now more than ever,” 
commented Deborah Ber-
ry-Toon, Executive Di-
rector of Project Self-Suf-
ficiency.  “We have a lot 
to be thankful for this 
year.”
Thousands of pounds of 

fresh vegetables were pro-
vided by longtime Project 
Self-Sufficiency volun-
teer Michael McNamara 
and his family in recog-
nition of McNamara’s re-
cent birthday. “My whole 
family is involved in sup-
porting Project Self-Suf-
ficiency all year long,” 
noted McNamara. “I have 
been fortunate in my life, 

and I am honored to be 
able to use this opportuni-
ty to help those in need.”
The First Presbyterian 

Church of Newton Youth 
Group, along with help 
from the congregation 
and members of Girl 
Scout Troop #98136, do-
nated 200 freshly baked 
pies.  “The Youth Group 
and the congregation of 
the First Presbyterian 
Church of Newton look 
forward to baking pies for 
Project Self-Sufficiency’s 
Thanksgiving baskets 
each year. The mission 
of our church is to be a 
beacon of light and hope 
to our community, and 
pie-baking is just one of 

the ways that we let our 
light shine,” said Colleen 
Duffy, Associate for Fam-
ily Nurture at the First 
Presbyterian Church.
Project Self-Sufficien-

cy Leadership Council 
member Roy Knutsen, 
in conjunction with Lake 
Mohawk Golf Club Pres-
ident Chuck Roberts, 
spearheaded a fundrais-
ing drive to purchase 300 
turkeys for donation to 
the agency.  “It’s a real 
pleasure to be able to 
help needy families with 
a Thanksgiving meal who 
might not have had one 
without Project Self-Suf-
ficiency,” noted Knutsen. 
“Kudos to the members 

of the Lake Mohawk 
Golf Club who stepped in 
to contribute most of the 
funds this year.”
Significant Thanksgiv-

ing contributions were 
made Selective Insur-
ance, Kiddie Academy of 
Sparta, Reverend George 
A. Brown Memorial 
School, Kessler Institute 
for Rehabilitation, and 
Perfect Pointe Perform-
ing Arts Studio.
A joint Thanksgiving 

food drive was also con-
ducted by Board member 
Dee Fernandez and Lead-
ership Council mem-
ber Kathy Nauta, with 
the help of their friends, 
families, and neighbors, 

culminating in donations 
of gift cards and funds 
to purchase bushels of 
canned goods and fresh 
produce.  Hundreds of 
pounds of fresh apples 
were supplied by long-
time Project Self-Suffi-
ciency supporter John 
Mathews with the help of 
Gulick’s Fruit Farm. Gen-
erous donations of tur-
keys, food, baked goods, 
gift cards, and funds were 
also received from nu-
merous other individuals 
and families.
Deliveries to home-

bound families were pro-
vided by parishioners of 
the Shepherd of the Hills 
Lutheran Church, a tra-
dition which has been in 
place for approximately 
40 years.
Project Self-Sufficien-

cy has provided services 
to families in the New 

Jersey counties of Sus-
sex, Warren, Morris, and 
Hunterdon since 1986.  
Programs include career 
guidance, computer train-
ing, help with obtaining 
a high school diploma, 
parenting skills classes, 
legal assistance and ed-
ucation, financial work-
shops, health education, 
childcare and family 
activities.  The agency 
offers help around the 
holidays, formal dresses 
during prom season, and 
assistance with emergen-
cy basic needs, such as 
food and clothing to its 
participants.  Services are 
free, and many are open 
to the public.  To donate, 
or to find out more about 
the programs and ser-
vices available at Project 
Self-Sufficiency, call 973-
940-3500, or visit www.
projectselfsufficiency.org.

Funds donated by the members of the Lake Mohawk Golf Club and 
others were used to purchase turkeys for distribution to families 
in need. Pictured left to right: Matt Berke, Project Self-Sufficiency, 
Chuck Roberts, Lake Mohawk Golf Club President, Andy Frye, Proj-
ect Self-Sufficiency, and volunteer Michael McNamara.

Record Number of Families Enjoy Thanksgiving Feast Courtesy of Generous Community
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17 Main Street, Blairstown, NJ

570-460-0362 • 570-242-1737

PRIVATE APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE

EXPERTS@FINDERSCOLLECTION.COM
17 Main Street, Blairstown, NJ

570-460-0362 • 570-242-1737

We Do House Clean Outs!

We are Currently Buying: 
GOLD & SILVER BULLION  •  COINS  

CURRENCY   •   ESTATES  •  ANTIQUES  
COLLECTIBLES  •  SPORTS CARDS
ONE ITEM OR ENTIRE ESTATES 

Honest & Transparent Pricing You Can Trust

PRIVATE APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE

EXPERTS@FINDERSCOLLECTION.COM

“FAMILY OWNED

& OPERATED”
SECURE PRIVATE

LOCATION“FAMILY OWNED

& OPERATED”
SECURE PRIVATE

LOCATION

We Do House Clean Outs!

The Clean Team Work-
force announces its Em-
ployee of the Month for 
October, Robert L.
Robert L. can’t re-

member a time when 
he didn’t feel emotion-
al stress. Both of his 
parents were alcohol-
ics and neglected him. 
At a young age, Robert 
lost his brother in a car 
accident. To deal with 
the pain, he turned to 
drinking and smoking 
weed. Then after his 

mom passed away in 
2021, Robert elevated 
his drug use to metham-
phetamines. With no-
where to go and no one 
to turn to, he came to the 
Allentown Rescue Mis-
sion after a nearly fatal 
overdose while living 
in a tent. He resided in 
the Emergency Shelter 
for three weeks but was 
referred to a drug reha-
bilitation facility. After 
his rehab,
Robert returned to the 

Allentown Rescue Mis-
sion and enrolled in the 
Transformation Pro-
gram. During his time 
in the eight-week Trans-
formation Program, 
Robert enjoyed learning 
about the Bible, going to 
church, and being close 
to God. He said, “The 
program changed my 
life,” and believes that 
he is now truly saved.
Upon graduation, Rob-

ert joined the Clean 
Team Workforce and 

Clean Team Workforce Proudly Annouces Employee of the Month for October

Wind Gap Monument Christmas Decorations 11-23-2024

Photos by Dale Young/The Free Weekly PressPhotos by Dale Young/The Free Weekly Press

immediately demon-
strated his value as a 
hard worker who cares 
about getting the job 
done right. He quickly 
rose in rank, being pro-
moted to a driver and 
crew leader. “I enjoy the 
responsibility I’ve been 
given as a leader and 
driver,” Robert voiced. 
He also stated that he 

feels appreciated by 
Clean Team Workforce 
customers and is grate-
ful for this opportunity. 
Robert would like to 
obtain his forklift op-
erator certification with 
the financial help of 
the Allentown Rescue 
Mission’s education 
scholarship fund and 
ultimately find a ware-
house job in the Lehigh 
Valley.
Meanwhile, he con-

tinues to save money 
working for the Clean 
Team Workforce and is 
reconnecting with his 
son. They spend time 
together on the week-
ends and their relation-
ship is “stronger than 
it’s ever been before.” 

Congratulations, Rob-
ert.
The Allentown Rescue 

Mission, a 501c3, 123 
bed non-profit homeless 
shelter has been provid-
ing shelter for homeless 
men since 1900. In addi-
tion to emergency shel-
ter services (365 days 
a year), the Allentown 
Rescue Mission offers 
a residential life skills 
program, and transition-
al employment on the 
Clean Team Workforce 
that’s available for hire 
to the community. The 
Clean Team Workforce 

pays the men above PA 
state minimum wage– 
helping them save a nest 
egg to transition back 
into the community. In 
a typical year, the Al-
lentown Rescue Mission 
provides shelter services 
for over 946 men per 
year, and serves over 
42,000 meals a year to 
men in need.
To refer someone to 

the Allentown Rescue 
Mission for services or 
to learn ways you can 
help make a difference 
please visit www.allen-
townrescuemission.org
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GRAY’S RECYCLING

908-475-3797 Gray’s Recycling Mulch

MULCH  •  TOP SOIL  •  STONE  • DYED MULCH
Pick Up Or Delivered To Your Location

MULCH AVAILABLE STONE AVAILABLE
Hardwood, Dyed, Black, Brown, Red, & Cedar

Mulches, Topsoil, Clean Fill, & Wood Chips

Dumping for Brush, Logs, Wood Chips, & Bales of Straw!
YOU CAN HAUL IT IN OR WE WILL PICK IT UP!

Roll-Off Boxes Available: 10, 20 or 30yds

River Stone: 3/8”, 3/4”, 1” to 3”
Red Stone  3/4”

ALSO AVAILABLE:
3/4” Gravel, 3/8” Crushed 

Gravel, QP Stone, & Stone Dust
WE ACCEPT YARD DEBRIS

We Also Offer
Heavy & Light Land Clearing

STORM DAMAGE CLEAN-UP, DEMOLITION & LOWBOY MOVES

CASH & ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTEDCASH & ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

Fall Hours:
Open Mon-Fri: 

7am-4pm
Closed Saturday & Sunday

Commercial & Residential Sales!

Hours By Appointment
Please Call:

 610-888-6613

The Pennsylvania 
Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection 
(DEP) has reduced its 
permit backlog by 75 
percent since November 
1, 2023 – and has com-
pletely eliminated the 
backlog for oil and gas 
permits.
 “At DEP we are mov-

ing at the speed of busi-
ness – taking care of 
backlogged permits and 
not adding to the list – 
while protecting clean 
air and water and pub-
lic health,” said DEP 
Acting Secretary Jes-
sica Shirley. “We’ve 
invested in people and 
technology to meet the 
needs of the people and 
businesses of Pennsyl-
vania and those invest-
ments are paying off.”
 DEP reviews more 

than 45,000 permit ap-
plications every year. 
These include permits 
for land clearing activ-
ities for construction 
projects, air quality per-
mits for factories and 
power plants, permits 
to upgrade drinking wa-
ters systems to remove 
chemicals like PFAS, 
and permits for oil and 
gas wells.
 DEP is modernizing its 

permitting process by 
investing in technology 
and reviewing processes 
to identify and eliminate 
bottlenecks. DEP began 

the backlog reduction 
initiative on November 
1, 2023, and had more 
than 2,400 permit ap-
plications that required 
action received prior to 
that date. As of Novem-
ber 15, 2024, DEP elimi-
nated 1,750 applications 
from this backlog – a 
73% reduction, while 
keeping up with new ap-
plication reviews. In the 
Office of Oil and Gas 
Management, staff have 
reviewed and made de-
cisions on all 115 permit 
applications received 
before November 1, 
2023.
 Throughout the Shap-

iro Administration, DEP 
has been hiring staff to 
improve operational ef-
ficiency. Since 2023, 
DEP has added 225 
employees to carry out 
critical functions like 
public health and safety 
inspections and permit 
application reviews.
 Governor Josh Shap-

iro and the Pennsylva-
nia General Assembly 
approved $7 million for 
technology updates and 
upgrades in the 2024-
25 state budget, which 
will be used to increase 
transparency for permit 
applicants and residents 
and improve DEP’s re-
cord keeping systems.
 DEP will also imple-

ment the SPEED pro-
gram, which was part of 

Shapiro Administration Reduces DEP Permit Backlog by 75 Percent, Completely 
Eliminates Backlog for Oil and Gas Permits

Early investments in permit reduction are paying dividends for Pennsylvania businesses and residents as DEP 
can respond to applicants more quickly and ensure Pennsylvanians’ clean air and pure water is protected

the bipartisan 2024-25 
budget signed by Gov-
ernor Josh Shapiro. The 
SPEED program offers 
increased flexibility, 
allowing permit appli-
cants to have a DEP-ver-
ified and qualified pro-
fessional conduct the 
initial review of the 
application. DEP staff 
will review the recom-
mendations of the qual-
ified professional and 
either make a final per-
mit decision or identify 
technical deficiencies to 
the applicant. DEP will 
have final authority over 
all permit decisions. 
Applicants for eligible 
permits will agree to pay 
any review fees incurred 
by the qualified profes-
sional, in addition to 
permit application fees.
 Invitations for Bids are 

being accepted through 
the Pennsylvania eMar-
ketplace for the qualified 
professionals to review 
SPEED permit applica-
tions. The SPEED pro-
gram will be available 
for certain Air Quality 
Plan Approvals, earth 
disturbance, dam safety, 
and individual water ob-
struction and encroach-
ment permits.
 DEP has sped up its 

permitting process 
through the PAyback 

program, which went 
into effect in November 
2023 that assures a mon-
eyback guarantee for 
permit applicants if their 
application is overdue. 
Since going into effect, 
DEP has evaluated and 
decided on more than 
40,000 permits without 
having to refund a single 
application fee.
 DEP is continuing to 

identify process im-
provements in its per-
mitting programs. 
In May 2024, DEP 
launched a pilot pro-
gram for Chapter 102 
Individual National Pol-
lutant Discharge Elimi-
nation System (NPDES) 
Permit applications in 
ten counties. The goal 
of the pilot program was 
to reduce overall time 
between application and 
decision. This pilot pro-
gram is already showing 
results, with one permit 
application submitted 
through the program 
receiving approval 73 
days quicker than the 
average review time.
 DEP has also signifi-

cantly improved the 
Chapter 105 Water Ob-
struction and Encroach-
ment General Permit 
registration process by 
updating the registration 
form and instructions 

to make them easier to 
understand. DEP also 
launched a new Chapter 
105 Pilot Program for 
individual Joint Permit 
Applications that should 
reduce errors in applica-
tions and cut the total 
time to process an appli-
cation by 63 days. Sim-
ilar to the Chapter 102 
Pilot Program, appli-
cants will need to meet 
with DEP prior to sub-
mitting a permit appli-

cation. The Chapter 105 
individual Permit Pilot 
Program will give re-
view priority to publicly 
funded energy projects 
and environmental res-
toration projects.
 For more information, 

visit the Pennsylvania 
Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection’s 
website, or follow DEP 
on Facebook, X (for-
merly Twitter), Insta-
gram, or LinkedIn.

 

908-362-6617  
 

Happy Thanksgiving! 
 

Thank you, kind readers and  
The Press for helping to make  

our community home, 
Mary Stone  

Garden Dilemmas?  
AskMaryStone.com 
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64 Rt. 46 Delaware, NJ • 908-475-0060 • 610-888-6613

Hunter’s Lodge Restaurant & MotelHunter’s Lodge Restaurant & Motel
64 Rt. 46, Columbia, NJ  •  908-475-0060 •  We Are Open 11am-11pm  •  7 Days a Week  

Serving Breakfast
at 11am

Serving Breakfast
at 11am

Martini Monday!
$5 Wells

Taco Tuesday!
$7.99

Martini Monday!
$5 Wells

Taco Tuesday!
$7.99

Legendary
Steaks!

Legendary
Steaks!

Steamed
Clams

Steamed
Clams

Call 610-888-6613 For Motel Rooms!

Motel Rooms: $95/Night;  $500/Week;  $1,150/Mo.
Includes: A/C & Heat, WiFi, Dish Network, Trash, 

Parking, Small Fridge & Microwave.

Like Us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/HuntersLodgeNJ

We Will Be CLOSED
Thanksgiving Day

Thursday, Nov. 28th

On Wednesday, November 27th
We will be serving the Traditional

Thanksgiving Meal, beginning at 2pm
Roasted Locally Grown Organic 

Turkey from RALPHS Turkey 
Farm on Silver Lake Road, 
Stuffing, Gravy, Cranberry, 

Yams, & Vegetable....$27.99
Call to make reservations or 
schedule your pick up time 

908-475-0060 or 908-475-5119 
(while supplies last)

It’s time to be wise 
and winterize! As cold 
weather and winter ap-
proach, it’s important 
to protect your pipes 
from freezing during 
low temperatures. Fro-
zen pipes can leave you 
without water in the 
worst of weather and 
cost a lot to repair. With 
a few simple steps, you 
can easily preserve both 
your budget and your 

peace of mind.
Locate & Test Your 

Main Water Shut-Off 
Valve: 
Before the cold sets in, 

locate your main water 
shut-off valve and hang 
an I.D. tag on it so you 
can find it quickly in 
an emergency. In many 
homes, it is located near 
the water meter or close 
to where the water pipe 
enters the home.

Tips To Avoid Frozen Pipes This Winter
To test your main wa-

ter shut-off valve, slow-
ly close it. If you have 
a ball valve, it generally 
only requires a quar-
ter turn to close. Gate 
valves are generally 
closed by turning the 
handle clockwise and 
should turn easily. You 
may need to have it ser-
viced if it does not close 
easily.
Once the shut-off val-

The Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission has determined as of November 18, 2024, 
the total reported commercial landings of Atlantic cobia in 2024 from non-de minimis states 
(New York, PRFC, Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina) meets the commercial trigger 
level. As a result, the Atlantic cobia commercial fishery in all state waters in the manage-
ment unit (north of the Georgia-Florida state border) will be closed. Based upon this infor-
mation and pursuant to N.J.A.C. 7:25-18.12(o), the New Jersey Atlantic cobia commercial 
fishery will be closed as of 12:01 a.m., Wednesday, December 18, 2024. Effective 12:01 a.m., 
Wednesday, December 18, 2024, no vessel shall land or possess, nor shall any dealer ac-
cept any Atlantic cobia through 11:59 p.m. December 31, 2024. The 2025 season will open on 
Wednesday, January 1 with a possession limit of no more than two cobia per person and no 
more than six cobia per vessel in any one day. If you have any questions, please contact the 
Bureau of Marine Fisheries at (609) 748-2020.

ve is completely closed, 
check sinks and other 
water fixtures to make 
sure you found the main 
water valve and that it is 
working properly. If no 
water comes out of any 
faucets, CONGRATU-
LATIONS, you found 
your shut-off valve! See 
below for more tips to 
help keep life flowing 
this winter.
Tips for Winter:
Open cabinet doors: If 

pipes run through cabi-

nets or vanities, open 
the doors to let warmer 
room temperatures flow 
in.
Protect your pipes: 

Wrap pipes with insula-
tion or heat tape before 
cold weather sets in.
Check irrigation 

systems: Make sure 
everything is turned off 
and drained.

Eliminate cold drafts: 
Eliminate sources of 
cold air near water lines 
and fix drafts around 
windows and doors.
Allow water to flow: 

When temperatures stay 
below freezing, keep 
water moving through 
the pipes by allowing a 
small trickle of water to 
run.

Atlantic Cobia Commercial Fishery, In All State Waters, In 
The Management Unit To Be Closed
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Thursday & Friday 10-6, Saturday 8-2

Visit our     Facebook page and website www.speersmeats.com. 
You can place orders in person, or by phone!

610-863-3938

DIRECTIONS: From Bangor: Delabole Rd., Make Left onto Heimer Rd., and Right onto Gum Rd.
 From Wind Gap: 3rd St., make left onto Delabole Rd., Right onto Merwarth Rd., Left onto Gum Rd.

Busy With Back To 
School Scheduling?

Stop in for Roasts, Ground Beef,
& So Much More! 

Perfect for QUICK & EASY
 Crock Pot Meals!

Have you Recently 

Lost a Loved One?

We run obituaries to help spread We run obituaries to help spread 
the word to the community the word to the community 
about the services for your about the services for your 
 beloved family members. beloved family members.

  
  
  
  
  

Contact Us at thepressads@gmail.Contact Us at thepressads@gmail.
com for details on pricingcom for details on pricing

TREE WORK

Craig Wickett 

TRIMMING - REMOVAL - STORM DAMAGE - FIREWOOD
STUMP GRINDING - CHIPPING - WE DO SLATE REPAIRS!

Free Estimates | Fully Insured

CraigWickettTreeWork.com

For Fast Service, Call:
H: 610-599-6882
C: 610-442-2996

75ft
BUCKET

TRUCK
75ft

BUCKET
TRUCK

24 Hr. Emergency
Storm Damage Service

Call for Discount

Bangor And  Pocono Mountain West Get Together 
For A Girls Basketball Scrimmage on 11/23

Visit us online at www.thepressnewsonline.com & on Facebook!Visit us online at www.thepressnewsonline.com & on Facebook!
Photos by Dale Young/The Free Weekly PressPhotos by Dale Young/The Free Weekly Press
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ADVERTISEADVERTISE
YOURYOUR

BUSINESSBUSINESS
HERE!HERE!

2x5 Display Ad2x5 Display Ad
(Actual Size Shown Here, (Actual Size Shown Here, 

3.27in x 5 in)3.27in x 5 in)

For Only $85For Only $85

CRISS’
Hauling & Landscape Construction
CRISS’
Hauling & Landscape Construction

Criss5151@yahoo.com    610-217-7059Criss5151@yahoo.com    610-217-7059

Stone • Topsoil • Mulch • Retaining Walls 
Landscaping  •  Field Mowing • Rototilling
Patios (Concrete Or Pavers)  •  New Lawns
Post Hole Auging  •  Trenching  •  Grading

Drainage  • Brush Removal/Tamed

Stone • Topsoil • Mulch • Retaining Walls 
Landscaping  •  Field Mowing • Rototilling
Patios (Concrete Or Pavers)  •  New Lawns
Post Hole Auging  •  Trenching  •  Grading

Drainage  • Brush Removal/Tamed

Nazareth, PANazareth, PA

If We Can’t Do It - You Don’t Need It!If We Can’t Do It - You Don’t Need It!

Visit us on Facebook & Online at Visit us on Facebook & Online at 
www.thepressnewsonline.com  www.thepressnewsonline.com  

Fully Insured
Owner: Scott Constantine

Fully Insured
Owner: Scott Constantine

Blairstown, NJ
908-362-7119

Lawn Maintenance • Mulch • Machine Work
Walkways • Patios • Retaining Walls

Help
Wanted!

Looking for an Experienced Sewing 
Person Needed for Creative Private 

Label. High Fashion, Custom Clothing 
Studio. Part Time in Blairstown, NJ.

Call Julia at 610-573-8313
or email:

julia.robin.rutherford@gmail.com

A s s e m b l y w o m a n 
Dawn Fantasia and As-
semblyman Paul Ka-
nitra are recipients of 
the New Jersey Family 
Policy Center’s legisla-
tive award for champi-
oning legislation pro-
tecting conservative 
values. The Republican 
lawmakers are the only 
two legislators recog-
nized at the organizati-
on’s “A Time to Stand” 
event on Friday fea-
turing President-elect 
Donald Trump’s pick 
for defense secretary 
Pete Hegseth. 
“The more people in 

Trenton show that they 
have lost their moral 
compass, the more I 
feel compelled to push 
back to protect our 
most vulnerable”, said 
Fantasia (R-Sussex). “I 
am a proud, outspoken 
advocate for our fami-
lies, our faith, and our 

freedoms. This award 
highlights the values 
I share with the Fa-
mily Policy Center, the 
principles that guide 
my public service, and 
my commitment to the 
well-being of every re-
sident. I am truly hono-
red to serve the people 
of the 24th Legislative 
District and to receive 
this recognition.”
Since joining the 

Assembly in Janua-
ry 2024, Fantasia has 
openly opposed the 
Murphy administra-
tion’s attack on crisis 
pregnancy centers and 
legislation that exposes 
schoolchildren to ex-
plicit reading materials 
and increases a minor’s 
access to abortions by 
non-medical professio-
nals. She and Assem-
blyman Kanitra also 
sponsor the “Fairness 
in Women’s Sport Act” 

Photo credit: Assembly Republican Office/
Jennifer Peacock.
that bases participation 
in school-sanctioned 
sports on biological 
sex. 
Kanitra has also spo-

ken out against board 
of education appoin-
tees who support allo-
wing biological males 
to play in female sports 
and technical language 
changes in legislation 
that eliminates “wo-
men” in favor of gen-
der-neutral nouns.
“I refuse to sit down 

while far-left politici-
ans attack the very fa-
bric of this nation and 
attempt to belittle the 
people I love and the 
freedoms I cherish,” 
Kanitra (R-Ocean) 
said. “I think many peo-
ple in this nation feel 
the same, as evidenced 
by President Trump’s 
landslide victory, and 
there is hope for a futu-
re that reflects the im-
portance of family and 
honors constitutional 
rights. I am grateful to 
have the cooperation 

and support of orga-
nizations like Family 
Policy Center to ad-
vance legislation that 
makes New Jersey sa-
fer and the government 
more accountable. As 
a freshman lawmaker, 
there is still much work 
to be done, but this 
award confirms we are 
moving in the right di-
rection.”
Kanitra has introduced 

bills targeting the rise 
in crime throughout the 
state, and chaos at the 
shore. He has propo-
sed protecting life and 
property by increasing 
certain penalties and 
requiring law enforce-
ment to cooperate with 
federal officials. 
New Jersey Family 

Policy Center is part of 
a national alliance of 
conservative organiza-
tions that promote reli-
gious freedom, families 
and the right to life. It 
also lends its support to 
elect pro-family candi-
dates. 

New Jersey Assembly GOP Members Recognized For Championing 
Conservative Values

The Monroe County Recorder of Deeds Of-
fice has shared two important updates to 
benefit residents and Veterans alike: Free 
Record Alert Service: Protect your proper-
ty and prevent deed fraud with the office’s 
free Record Alert Service. This proactive tool 
helps ensure that any unauthorized changes 
or fraudulent activity involving your proper-
ty records are quickly detected. Safeguard 
Veterans’ DD214 Documents: Veterans are 
encouraged to record their DD214 military 
discharge documents with the Recorder of 
Deeds Office for safekeeping. This free ser-
vice ensures that these critical records are 
securely stored and easily accessible when 
needed. For more information or assistance, 
please contact the Monroe County Recorder 
of Deeds Office at 570-517-3969. Don’t miss 
out on these valuable services designed to 
protect your assets and important docu-
ments!

REMINDER: Record Your 
DD214 With Your County
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PA State Game Lands Campfire Ban Lifted

too.
Game Commission 

Executive Director Steve 
Smith noted the impor-
tance of stepping in to 
ensure wildlife, habitat 
and hunting opportuni-
ties on state game lands 
remain protected.
“While the temporary 

ban remained in place for 
only about two weeks, it 
provided an additional 
layer of protection during 
a span when extremely 

dry conditions were fue-
ling wildfires statewide,” 
Smith said. “State game 
lands are important to 
Pennsylvania’s wildlife 
and hunters, which we’re 
reminded of frequently at 
this time of year, when 
so many hunting seasons 
are hitting their prime.”
A full list of state game 

lands regulationsOpens 
In A New Window can 
be found at www.pgc.
pa.gov.

With recent rains redu-
cing the threat of wild-
fire, the Pennsylvania 
Game Commission is 
lifting the temporary ban 
on building fires on state 
game lands.
While camping on sta-

te game lands is prohi-
bited, regulations allow 
game lands users to build 
small fires for cooking 
or warming purposes. 
However, with much of 
the state under drought 
conditions and wildfires 
popping up, the Game 
Commission on Nov. 5 
enacted a temporary ban 
on game lands campfires.
Conditions have im-

proved since, allowing 
for the ban to be lifted.
The state Department of 

Conservation and Natu-
ral Resources, which had 
issued a similar ban on 
campfires in state parks 
and state forests earlier 
this month, lifted its ban, 

It’s the most wonderful time of the year! Please join us as we kick off 
the 2024 holiday season by welcoming Santa and lighting the East 
Stroudsburg Borough Christmas tree on December 6th at Dansbury 
Depot. This two-hour event, hosted by the Eastburg Community Alli-
ance and the Pocono Chamber of Commerce, will include live musi-
cal performances, photos with Santa and Buddy the Elf, activities for 
children, raffles, and fun for all ages! Refeshments available. Rain or 
shine.

Support Pen Argyl Cub Scouts
as they Honor our Nation’s Veterans
Support Pen Argyl Cub Scouts

as they Honor our Nation’s Veterans
Pen Argyl Cub Scout Pack 34 is hosting its annual 

Wreaths Across America ceremony on December 14th 
at Noon at the Plainfield Cemetery on Delabole Rd. 

This event is an opportunity to REMEMBER
 the fallen heroes who served our nation at 

home and abroad, HONOR those who currently 
serve, and TEACH our children the value of 

Freedom. Individuals, families, and businesses 
are encouraged to sponsor wreaths to be laid 
on veteran graves after the ceremony. Those 

interested can scan the QR code above. All are 
encouraged to attend the ceremony to show 

gratitude for our local servicemen and women.

SC
A

N
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E!
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A

N
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E!

FREE Amplifit hearing test,
Only at Miracle-Ear.

Miracle Ear Miracle Ear Center
Stroud Commons (Rear of Building)

1619 N. Ninth Street, 
Stroudsburg, PA 18360

570-476-9949

1343 Blue Valley Drive, 
Pen Argyl, PA 18072
610-588-3383
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Home of Pennsylvania’s Largest Organic  Maple Farm

116 S����� E���� D����., N�����������, P� 18445

55 A��� L��� N������ �� 450 A����
�� B�������� M������� T�� P�������

The Destination of a Lifetime

Weddings  •  Showers  •  Family Reunions
Bachelorette Parties  •  Corporate Parties
�� ���� � ������� ���� ��� ������ ��� ������ �� �������� ����

6 C�����, C�� ����������� �� �� 20 ������

N�� B������ S����� 2025 E�����!
C��� 570-676-8343 �� ����� ����@��������������.���

J��� U� N��. 29��
TURKEY BURN

10�� - 1.3�� L��� W���
Y��� C��� D���

S������� �� A�� O�� P�������

C��� 570-676-8343 �� �����:
����@��������������.���

OPEN HOUSE
C����� ��

M���� 2025!

RoSal Jewelers
4 Market Street, Belvidere, NJ

•  908-475-8866  •
Happy Holidays from
    RoSal Jewelers

See our BEAUTIFUL
new line of Diamond & 

Gemstone Pendants,
 Earrings, & Rings

ALL IN-STOCK MERCHANDISE
ON SALE NOW THRU DEC. 24TH

Layaway Now for Christmas!

Hours: Wed-Sat. 9:30am-3pm
Christmas Week: 12/18-12/24, 9:30am-4pm

Open Black Friday 9:30am-3pm

We Guarantee That You 
Will Be Completely Satisfied 

All Jewelry Repairs Are Done On Premise!

Best Jewelers in the Area!

May Your Blessings Be Bountiful, Your  Hearts Full,
And Your Table Be Surrounded By Those You Love

Happy Thanksgiving!
Craig Wickett

Tree Work 
Bangor, PA

610-599-6882
 610-442-2996

Craig Wickett
Tree Work 
Bangor, PA

610-599-6882
 610-442-2996

Warren County Commu-
nity College has gained a 
top ranking from the state 
for its fiscal standing and 
accountability under new 
legislation that requires a 
review of institutional fi-
nances for all colleges and 
universities. Warren was 
recognized by the New 
Jersey Office of the Secre-
tary of Higher Education 
as one of the state’s col-
leges with the ‘least risk’ 
in the results of the year 
long financial assessment 
and risk monitoring report 
issued by the state. 
The review, which be-

gan under legislation pas-
sed about a year ago and 
put in place earlier this 
year, requires New Jer-
sey’s public institutions 

to submit an annual fiscal 
monitoring report to the 
Office of the Secretary of 
Higher Education. It gives 
that office the authority to 
conduct comprehensive 
audits of a school’s finan-
ce and administrative ope-
rations and to appoint a 
state monitor under some 
circumstances where an 
institution seems unstable.
“We are proud not only 

of our academic standards 
and programming here at 
Warren, but also proud of 
the strong fiscal founda-
tion we have established 
thanks to our staff, the lo-
cal, regional and state offi-
cials who have supported 
us, the people in this re-
gion and numerous bene-
factors who have seen the 

valuable role a communi-
ty college can play,” said 
Will Austin, president of 
WCCC.
“This is a real tribute to 

a collection of people who 
have worked together to 
make certain that this col-
lege is adequately suppor-
ted – and especially that 
funding is used efficiently 
to provide the best educa-
tional opportunities possi-
ble for our students.”
One of New Jersey’s 

most fiscally responsible 
organizations, Warren 
was founded in 1981 and 
accredited in 1985 by the 
Middle States Association 
of Colleges and Schools, 
and has grown steadily 
since, now enrolling about 
1800 students at two cam-

puses.
	 It offers associate 

degrees and certificates 
in business management, 
computer science and 
graphics, creative writing, 
liberal arts, medical pro-
fessions, professional stu-
dies and science.
	 The professional 

studies program includes 
college’s fast-growing 
drone and unmanned 
systems training program, 
which this year enrolls 
about 100 students learn-
ing about designing ope-
rating and maintaining 
a variety of unmanned 
systems, focusing now 
on precision agricultu-
re. It now operates out of 
two new facilities with a 
strong and growing fa-
culty and connections to 
both leaders in the field 
throughout the country 
and others in the regi-
on hoping to implement 

the new technology for 
farms, law enforcement, 
environmental protection 
and other functions.
	 “We have been 

fortunate to have incredi-
ble support from the com-
munity, combined with 
an excellent staff on both 
the academic and business 
side,” Austin said. “And 
we’ve attracted a unique 
blend of students here 
who really value the edu-
cational opportunities this 
institution provides.’ 
Under the law, the state 

reviews the higher edu-
cation institutions based 
on 12 criteria: auditor opi-
nion, cash management, 
cost control, credit rating, 
debt affordability
debt covenant complian-

ce, enrollment, financial 
performance, financial 
reserves investment per-
formance, revenue growth 
and tuition reliance.

Warren Fiscally Sound, According to NJ Office of Higher Education 	 The state review 
gave WCCC the highest 
of four rankings based 
on its assessment of the 
school during its 2023 fis-
cal year.
	 Austin singled 

out the business office, 
CFO Barbara Pratt, and 
expressed appreciation to 
the board of trustees who 
have helped gain support 
for the college and provi-
ded guidance for its path 
forward from their wi-
de-ranging perspectives 
as leaders in business, po-
litics and education.
	 The legislati-

on (S3406) also requires 
training for college chief 
financial officers and es-
tablishes their duties and 
responsibilities and holds 
them accountable for vi-
olations of fiduciary res-
ponsibilities.
	 “We have a res-

ponsibility to be good 
stewards of the signifi-
cant investment students, 
their families and the state 
makes into higher educa-
tion,”  said Secretary of 
Higher Education Brian 
K. Bridges.  “That begins 
with financial transpa-
rency and the stronger 
accountability model this 
law now provides. By 
working with colleges and 
universities to safeguard 
those investments, we will 
ensure New Jersey is bet-
ter equipped to build and 
leave a legacy of excellen-
ce in higher education.”
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The Overlook

Hours: Wed-Sun, 2:30pm to Close

The Overlook
4285 N. Delaware Dr., Mt. Bethel     570-897-0169

Hours: Wed-Sun, 2:30pm to Close

Attention: We Will Be
 Re-Opening Soon, As:
BETHEL BREWING

& DISTILLERY

2 Glenview Lane, Blairstown, NJ        908-362-6904

Wreaths & Grave Blankets

Choose & Cut 
Christmas Trees

Concolor Fir  •  Canaan Fir  •  Fraser Fir 
 Douglas Fir   •   Norway Spruce 

Colorado Blue Spruce

Opening Day is Nov. 29th!
Hours Fri - Sun: 8:00 am-4:30 pm

Visit: GlenviewFarm.com for more info

Effortless Holiday Hosting: Simple Tips to Keep Your Home Sparkling

(NAPS)—During the 
holiday season, as homes 
filled with laughter, joy, 
and loved ones, hosting 
a happy gathering can 
be a great way to ca-
tch up with friends and 
family—and it doesn’t 
have to feel overwhel-
ming. 
With the right plan in 

place, you can mana-
ge the holiday hustle 
with ease and wow your 
guests with top-tier ac-
commodations. Here are 
hints on how: 
Surface Cleaning Made 

Simple - Kick your old, 
backbreaking cleaning 
routine and opt for a true 
do-it-all product great 
for any surface. Pinalen 
2X, available on Ama-
zon, is a great option 
thanks to its combination 

of grime-fighting power 
and affordable price.
“It’s easy to overcom-

plicate kitchen cleanup,” 
celebrity chef and AlEn 
USA ambassador Marce-
la Valladolid says. “Whi-
le I want my holiday 
flavors to pack a punch, 
when it comes to cle-
aning I like to keep it as 
simple as possible. The 
holidays are busy, which 
means I am juggling 
meal prep on top of my 
kids and family buzzing 
around the house. The 
chatter and energy during 
this time of year is so 
special, but when you’re 
hosting, it can lead to ad-
ded mess and stress—but 
with a powerful multi-
purpose cleaner such as 
Pinalen you really can’t 
go wrong. It makes spot 

cleaning a breeze, so wi-
ping up spills is a mind-
less task and I can keep 
my energy and attention 
on celebrating with good 
food and quality time 
with loved ones.” 
You can clean nearly ef-

fortlessly between coun-
tertops, tables, and even 
floors, using the same 
bottle for virtually any 
cleanup task. For extra 
glam, Chef Marcela un-
derscores the importan-
ce of having your house 
smell as good as it looks, 
so she recommends op-
ting for Pinalen Luxury 
Scents to fill your home 
with soothing aromas 
that add a hint of elegan-
ce. 
Plan Ahead for Spills 

and Stains - Spills hap-
pen and stains inevita-

bly follow, so don’t let a 
tipped glass ruin an eve-
ning of laughs with the 
people you love. Chef 
Marcela always chan-
nels her Mexican herita-
ge through her cooking, 
which means she loves 
a good sauce and strong 
ingredients, so she knows 
that Ensueño Laundry 
Detergent has your back 
if you get a little Guajil-
lo Garlic Butter on your 
tablecloth or if your kids 

are messy eaters like 
hers. For anything extra 
tricky, Cloralen Stain Re-
mover is color-safe and 
boosts traditional laundry 
detergent for a powerful 
clean on everything from 
clothes, tablecloths and 
napkins to carpets and 
upholstery. 
Prepare for Overnight 

Guests - Whether it’s fa-
mily members coming in 
from out of town or just 
accommodating mid-af-

ternoon food comas, if 
you’re hosting a long 
holiday celebration you 
might just end up with 
a few guests ready for 
a snooze. Ensueño Max 
Fabric Softener is great 
for those guest bedroom 
sheets and blankets to cre-
ate a cozy, inviting, and 
fresh-smelling place for 
anyone staying the night 
or sneaking in a nap.
For further tips and in-

formation on cleaning vi-
sit www.alenusabrands.
com.

Shop Local, Stay Local
Small Business Saturday is Novemeber 30th
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439 RT 94, Fredon, NJ

The Fountain House
Pub & Dining

610-888-6613

The Fountain House
Pub & Dining

Open Wednesday
November 27th

(Day Before Thanksgiving)
with Lite Fair

We Are Closed
 Thanksgiving Day! 

Open Wednesday
November 27th

(Day Before Thanksgiving)
with Lite Fair

NOW OPEN

SUNDAYSNOW OPEN

SUNDAYS

We Are Closed
 Thanksgiving Day! 

Happy Thanksgiving!

Fully Insured & Licensed

C: 484-515-1134

Tom Ahearn Electric

PA Reg. #PA058650

Electric Generator Installation
Light Carpentry - Painting - Home Repairs

& Home Improvement

Residential/Commercial Electric

610-588-6790

911 Lower S Main St, Bangor
Safety & Emission Inspection

Repair & Waiver Facility
Factory Trained

A.R.M. AUTOMOTIVE
610-588-2761

VW  ▪  Audi  ▪  Porsche
ALL MAKES & MODELS

The Murphy Admini-
stration has launched an 
online Climate Resilie-
nce Funding Directory 
to help municipalities, 
community-based orga-
nizations and state agen-
cies identify resources 
for funding climate res-
ilience projects, inclu-
ding local infrastructure 
improvements, hazard 
mitigation efforts and 
community resilience 
planning opportunities, 
Environmental Protecti-
on Commissioner Sha-
wn M. LaTourette an-
nounced recently.
The Climate Resilience 

Funding Directory offers 
streamlined access to op-
portunities for state and 
federal grants, organized 
by criteria such as appli-
cant type and cost-share 
requirements. In addition 
to connecting users with 
potential funding sour-
ces, the directory show-
cases success stories 
from resilience projects 
and examples of fun-
ded initiatives. This tool 
supports the Administra-
tion’s statewide climate 
resilience strategy efforts 
as established by Exe-
cutive Order 89, which 
Governor Murphy sig-

Murphy Administration Launches Online Funding Directory For Climate Resilience Projects
ned on the anniversary 
of Superstorm Sandy in 
2019.
“The Climate Resilie-

nce Funding Directory 
will become an impor-
tant tool to ensure that 
local governments, orga-
nizations and state agen-
cies take full advantage 
of every available fun-
ding opportunity to make 
our communities more 
resilient to the increasing 
severity of storms and 
flooding due to climate 
changes,” Commissioner 
LaTourette said. “New 
Jersey faces some of the 
nation’s worst impacts 
from climate change, and 
this resource will help 
support critical resilien-
ce work that will protect 
property and lives, while 
keeping New Jersey’s 
economy strong.”
“Having a clear road-

map to funding oppor-
tunities is crucial to help 
communities move from 
the resilience planning 
stage to project imple-

mentation,” said Chief 
Climate Resilience Of-
ficer Nick Angarone. 
“By exploring a varie-
ty of funding options, 
our communities can 
find ways to fund both 
immediate needs and 
longer-term resilience 
strategies. The Climate 
Resilience Funding Di-
rectory offers a vital link 
in support of these im-
portant efforts.”
The Climate Resilience 

Funding Directory was 
developed in response 
to the need for funding 
for the significant num-
ber of projects identi-
fied through Resilient 
NJ plans, and requests 
from municipalities for 
guidance on locating re-
levant funding to support 
resilience projects. In 
line with Executive Or-
der 89, which calls for 
identification of grants 
and financing strategies 
for resilience and adap-
tation, the directory faci-
litates access to essential 

funding sources, brid-
ging the gap between 
resilience planning and 
implementation.
Designed to support a 

wide range of users, the 
Climate Resilience Fun-
ding Directory primarily 
serves New Jersey mu-
nicipalities, communi-
ty-based organizations, 
and state agencies enga-
ged in resilience activi-
ties. The tool is especial-
ly useful for local entities 
seeking financial support 
for climate adaptation 
and mitigation projects, 
aligning with DEP’s 
commitment to building 
resilience across the sta-
te.
In addition to a variety 

of financing resources, 
the Climate Resilience 
Funding Directory also 
includes links to stories 
about communities that 
have successfully recei-
ved and used funding 
from some of the pro-
grams identified. Jersey 
City in Hudson County, 

for example, received 
$3.84 million in federal 
funds to implement the 
McGovern Park Resilie-
nce Project, which used 
green infrastructure me-
thods to install a storm-
water park with under-
ground storage systems 
to mitigate flooding risk.
To explore the Clima-

te Resilience Funding 
Directory and discover 
funding opportunities 
for climate adaptation 
and resilience, visit dep.
nj.gov/climatechange/re-
sources/tools-and-web-
apps/ and click on the 
Climate Resilience Fun-
ding Directory card.
The DEP is seeking 

feedback to help enhance 
the functionality of the 
database and may plan 
future presentations to 
help communities beco-
me familiar and comfor-
table with the database. 
Questions and comments 
may be emailed to the 
Resilient NJ program at 
resilientnj@dep.nj.gov
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Garden Dilemmas? Ask Mary!

Mary E. Stone
Stone Associates

Landscape Design
 & Consulting,

Blairstown

Hello, fellow readers, 
     As I write, I am over-

looking the ocean at Vir-
ginia Beach, enjoying a 
respite before heading 
to my sister’s home near 
Richmond. It’s a treat to 
have cherished time with 
family on Thanksgiving. 
I hope you will, too. 
     The hotel is at the end 

of the drive-through Ho-
liday Light Display. We 
arrived at night greeted 
with the  message “Li-
ving the Life in Virginia 
Beach.” A waving Santa 
and jolly snowman say 
goodbye to visitors as 
you exit below a vibrant, 
color-changing tunnel. 
     Thanks to Jolee’s 

squeals of delight saying 
the day was here, we 
rose to see the sun rising 
above the sea, its brilli-
ant orange blaze tinting 
the clouds above and the 
current below. The daily 
miracle over the rippled 
glass of the ocean with 
puffs of lacey tides is 
perhaps taken for gran-
ted by the folks who live 
here.
       By day, the white 

wire forms of the unlit 
dancing penguins, sur-
fing Santa, jumping fish, 
and crabs around musi-
cal notes were a delight 
to see too. But I’ll vote 
for the nativity scene 
amongst the secular set-
ting as “best of show” —
grateful that Christmas is 

still part of the holiday 
season. 
     Of course, I can’t 

help but focus on the 
gardens as we walk the 
three-mile boardwalk 
designated among the 
Great Public Places by 
the American Planning 
Association. There are 
wooden benches to sit 
on and view the ocean. 
Amid them, a garden of 
ornamental grasses and 
tough seaside perennials 
tolerant of the salt air—a 
few still in bloom, such 
as sunny yellow Yarrows 
with fuzzy bluish-green 
foliage. 
     A single resilient 

Stella D’Oro Daylily flo-
wer renews an apprecia-
tion for the tough though 
overused garden plant. 
Many roses remain in 
bloom. How lovely they 
look beside the ornamen-
tal grasses swaying in 
the breeze in their golden 
winter glory.
    Along the foundati-

on of a high-rise is a le-
aning white pine whose 
trunk looks like drift-
wood embracing a Leo-
pard Plant, one of my 
favorite deer-resistant, 
shade-loving plants. The 
variety is Ligularia den-
tata ‘Desdemona,’ whose 
dark red foliage grows 
into lovely heart-shaped 
leaves. The undersides 
remain purple below the 
yellow flowers standing 
four feet tall in late sum-
mer. Butterflies love the 
late-season feast.
    Then come Yucca, 

a plant I largely dislike, 
and joke that its name 
is fitting—though they 
have a place in tropical 
settings and along the 
shore. Especially when 
an Ice Plant, a drought-to-
lerant succulent, serves 
as a groundcover under 
a not-so-yucky Variega-
ted Yucca. I believe it’s a 
Coopers Hardy Ice Plant 
(Delosperma cooperi). 
Bees love them, while 

Happy ThanksgivingHappy Thanksgiving
From Your Friends atFrom Your Friends at

Hackettstown Office: 908-852-1333
1605 Rt. 517, (Panter Valley Mall), Hackettstown, NJ 07840

Hope Office: 908-459-9888, 329 High Street, Hope, NJ 07844
Roxbury Office: 908-459-9888, 211 Rt 10 East, Succasunna, NJ 07876

Now Licensed in PA & NJ www.TownAndValley.com 610-863-6670 | 510 E. Main St., Pen Argyl

Dine-In   •   Take-Out   •   Delivery    •   Catering Available
(95¢ Delivery Fee)....Call for Delivery Range

 Monday-Thursday
2 Large Plain Pizza

$21.95*
Pick-Up or Delivery ONLY. Toppings Extra.

*Cannot combine with any 
other offers. Must present 

coupons. 

$5 OFF
$30*

David A. Hawk 
Builder/Remodeler
484-330-0093484-330-0093

Mt. Bethel


40 Years of Experience • Fully Insured  • Free Estimates

Additions · Basements
Kitchens · Bathrooms

Sunrooms · Patios 
New Garages Built
Decks · Flooring

PA041139

Stone Work · Siding
Roofing · Gutters
Soffits · Windows 
Trim · Shutters

deer don’t. The bright 
magenta flowers open as 
the sun rises.
    I adore the patriotism 

of Virginia Beach, with 
courtyards of sculptu-
res honoring those who 
serve. Maybe if I lived 
here, the sonic sounds of 
F-18 Hornets from the 
nearby navy base would 
be intrusive. But the roar 
quickly dissipates, tra-
veling over a thousand 
miles per hour to land 
on aircraft carriers out to 
sea.
    The most joyous dis-

covery came at the end 
of our walk. A Peace 
Pole with a quotation, 
“May Peace Prevail on 
Earth.”
    For over thirty years, 

it’s a worldwide move-
ment started by Masahi-
sa Goi, born in 1916 in 
Tokyo, Japan. He dedi-
cated his life to inspiring 
global peace and har-

mony after witnessing 
the devastation of World 
War II and the atomic 
bomb on Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki. His famous 
words—
    “World peace comes 

about when each indivi-
dual lives in a peaceful 
setting. Likewise, when 
each individual lives in a 
peaceful setting, it means 
that world peace has been 
realized”-Goi Sensei.
     May we all help pro-

pagate peace in the gar-
den of life. 
     Wishing you a joy-

ful time with family and 
friends, warm memories 
of those no longer with us, 
and healing love for those 
maneuvering through ill-
ness and recovery. Happy 
Thanksgiving blessings 
to all!
     Garden Dilemmas? 

AskMaryStone@gmail.
com (and your favorite 
Podcast App.) 
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HAUL/REMOVE

John’s Hauling
 & Removal

John’s Hauling
 & Removal

Appliances, Pianos,
Woodstoves,

Furniture,
Large-Screen TVs,

Anything BIG or SMALL

One Piece Or A Truck Load
AVAILABLE 7 DAYS A WEEK
& LAST MINUTE SERVICE!

570-240-0799
Call Us Today!Call Tim Vicario

610-588-1620
Call Tim Vicario

FREE ESTIMATESINSURED

PA016575

610-588-1620

GENERAL HOME REPAIRS
Painting · Carpentry  

Minor Plumbing  ·  Decks
Bathroom & 

Kitchen Remodeling

HANDY MAN

Ceramic ·  Marble · Laminate
Wood Floors  ·  VCT Tile

Countertops · Floors · Walls

Bathroom &
 Kitchen Remodeling

Ceramic ·  Marble · Laminate
Wood Floors  ·  VCT Tile

Countertops · Floors · Walls

610-588-1620

Vicario’s
Tile Installation
610-588-1620

Bathroom &
 Kitchen Remodeling

TILE WORK
Vicario’s

Tile Installation

FREE ESTIMATESINSURED

PA
01

65
75 Call Tim Vicario

610-588-1620
Call Tim Vicario

610-588-1620

ONLY $230

TIM VICARIO’S
Handy Man Service

Give a Gift of Gardens!

LANDSCAPE PLANNING

Bangor Tire and Auto

ASE Master Technician

610-588-TIRE (8473)
Certified State Inspection

All Makes of Tires
Front End Alignment 

Auto Repair

Certified State Inspection
All Makes of Tires

Front End Alignment 
Auto Repair

Family Owned & Operated
411 South 1st Street., Bangor

Senator Lisa M. Bos-
cola (D-Northampton) 
announced this year’s 
Department of Conserva-
tion and Natural Resour-
ces’ Community Con-
servation Partnerships 
Program (C2P2) grants 
totaling $1,725,000 have 
been awarded for four 
important park, trail and 
conservation projects 
in Northampton Coun-
ty including additional 
funding for the South 
Bethlehem Greenway 
and funding for two pro-
jects in Upper Mount 
Bethel Township.
“Last October, I join-

ed Governor Shapiro in 
Bethlehem to announce 
a grant award to the City 
of Bethlehem for the 
South Bethlehem Green-
way project and now 
the state has continued 

its commitment to this 
critical project with an 
additional grant award 
of $500,000,” Senator 
Boscola stated.  “I am 
also very pleased of the 
state investment to as-
sist Upper Mount Bet-
hel Township in moving 
forward with its Preserve 
project.”
The Commonwealth 

has recognized the im-
portance of the South 
Bethlehem Greenway 
through investing more 
than $2.8 million in the 
project with this additio-
nal funding.  
“The South Bethle-

hem Greenway project 
is a perfect example 
of the benefits of state 
government investing 
in communities on the-
se types of conservation 
projects,” Boscola ad-

Boscola Announces $1,725,000 In Park, Trail & Conservation Grants For Four Northamp-
ton County Projects Including Additional Funding For South Bethlehem Greenway

ded. “When completed 
an old rail line will be 
transformed into a city 
park that will connect 
the neighbors of the 
southside and become a 
community connector; 
connecting Bethlehem 
with Hellertown and 
other communities.  It 
will draw more people 
to these Northampton 
County communities to 
make this a community 
and economic develop-
ment project.”
Four grants through 

the C2P2 program were 
awarded to Northampton 
County projects:
Bethlehem City, 

$500,000, Payment to-
ward the acquisition of 
approximately 23.12 
acres in Bethlehem City, 
Northampton County, to 
provide approximately 
0.9 miles of trail for the 
development of South 

Bethlehem Greenway. 
Northampton County, 

$550,000, Rehabilitati-
on of Bear Swamp Park 
in Upper Mount Bethel 
Township, Northampt-
on County. Work to in-
clude construction of 
internal loop trail and 
boardwalk; installation 
of interpretive and way-
finding signage; ADA 
access, landscaping and 
project sign.
Upper Mount Bethel 

Township, $600,000, 
Rehabilitation of Upper 
Mount Bethel Preserve 
in Upper Mount Bethel 
Township, Northampton 
County. Work to inclu-
de renovation of trails; 
construction of pede-
strian walkways, trails, 
boardwalks, overlooks, 
pavilion, parking area, 
access drive and storm-
water management 
measures; installation of 

riparian buffers and in-
terpretive signage; ADA 
access, landscaping and 
project sign.
Northampton County, 

$75,000, Prepare an up-
date to the Comprehen-
sive Recreation, Park 
and Open Space Plan for 
Northampton County. 
Work to include an elec-
tronic written report.
“Community parks, 

trails and open space 
play an invaluable role 
in the quality of life of 
a community.  Through 
the Community Con-
servation Partnerships 
Program, the Common-
wealth is able to partner 
with local governments 
to improve community 
parks, trails to enhance 
open space and thus im-
prove the quality of life 
of our region,” Boscola 
said.  
The C2P2 program is 

administered by DCN-
R’s Bureau of Recrea-
tion and Conservation 
to provide financial and 
technical assistance to 
local governments, rail 
and trail organizations, 
land trusts and other 
non-profits for park, re-
creation, conservation 
and greenway projects.  
The grant program is 
funded with a variety 
of state and federal fun-
ding sources including 
the Keystone Recreati-
on, Park and Conserva-
tion Fund (Key); the En-
vironmental Stewardship 
Fund (ESF); the federal 
Land and Water Con-
servation Fund (LWCF) 
subject to National Park 
Service approval; the 
federal Pennsylvania 
Recreational Trails Pro-
gram (PRT), and the 
Pennsylvania Heritage 
Area Program (HA).
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Buying

1436 Bangor Rd., Pen Argyl (RT. 191)1436 Bangor Rd., Pen Argyl (RT. 191)

610-588-3299

Bangor

Stockertown

Emiliano’s
Pizzeria

Eat In or Take Out

New Hours - Open 7 Days A Week - 11am to 10pm! 

2 Large
Cheese
Pizzas

$23.99+ tax

Monday & Wednesday Specials

We Deliver on Door Dash & Slice

Gift Certificates AvailableGift Certificates Available

Find Us on Facebook

Pen Argyl

3 Steak 
Sandwiches 
for $26.99 

(add Cheese for 50 cents)

3 Italia 
Hoagies

 for $26.99 

1 Lg. Cheese 
Pizza, 12 wings 
& a 2 Liter of 

Soda for 
$29.99

Make Checks Payable to: The Free Weekly Press, LLC

Ads with
Photos!

$18

PO BOX 606, Bangor, PA 18013

Firewood for Sale. 
Mixed Seasoned 
Hardwoods. $450 
per dump truck 

load. approx. 1 3/4 
cord. Free delivery 
within 10mi radius. 
Call Craig Wickett 
at 610-599-6882 or 

610-442-2996.

Office/Retail Space 
for Rent Heat, AC, 
Water, Sewer, & 

 Garbage Included. 
$550/mo. William 

St., Pen Argyl.
 Call 484-330-0093

10 x 20 Garage 
for Rent! Electric 
Overhead Door w/ 

Concrete Floor.  
$125/mo. William 

St., Pen Argyl. 
Call 484-330-0093

Cut-Split-Delivered
$210 a Cord
570-202-6902

Seasoned Firewood
$190/cord

$95/half cord
570-202-6902

Firewood for 
Sale. $120 pick up 

truck load. Call 
Craig Wickett at
610-599-6882. 
Pick Up Only  
No Delivery!

TS

NOW HIRING FOR 
2024 SEASON!
Ground Men,  

Climbers & CDL 
Drivers Needed 

Call Us at
570-807-7746

CDL & LABORERS 
WANTED

Henry Yeska & Son 
Septic Service

Hiring CDL Drivers 
Class A & B and 

 Laborers. Full time 
& part time available. 
Experience preferred 

but not required. 
Will train on the job. 
Please call the office 

at 610-759-3290.

Part Time Tree Helper 
Wanted! Must Have 

Valid DL. Call 
610-588-1034

TS

 Firewood for sale
$200 a cord 

All different sizes 
14, 16 or 18

 inches long. 
Call 610-588-7513

Help Wanted
Must Have Taken 
CDL Endorsment 

Class A or B
Benefits Offered
& Vacation Time
Apply by Calling

610-759-3290

FIREWOOD

NOW
 HIRING
Bartender/

Server at The 
 Fountain 
House in 

 Fredon, NJ,
Imediate Hire. 

Call Today: 
484-988-0969

Looking for an  
Experienced Sewing 
Person Needed for  
Creative Private  

Label. High  Fashion, 
Custom Clothing  

Studio. Part Time in  
Blairstown, NJ.

Call Julia at 
 610-573-8313 or email: 
julia.robin.rutherford

@gmail.com

I BUY 
JEWELRY & 
STERLING 

FLATWARE!
JEWELRY: GOLD, 
SILVER, COSTUME 

& VINTAGE 

THE BEST 
PRICES PAID 

IN CASH! 
I can come to you, 

or we can meet
Call Kolleen: 

973-459-0725
Serving PA, NJ & NY

259 E. Central Ave.,
East Bangor, PA
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Wishing Our
Valued Customers
 a Very Happy 

Thanksgiving

Wishing Our
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 a Very Happy 

Thanksgiving
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From All of Us at
Capitol Ace Hardware

438 Blue Valley Dr. Bangor, PA

(610) 863-2700

From All of Us at
Capitol Ace Hardware

438 Blue Valley Dr. Bangor, PA

(610) 863-2700

From Our Table,
  To Yours

From Our Table,
  To Yours


