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Charles Muller celebrated his 101st birthday on January 12th, with

health and joy, surrounded by his family, including his wife, Frances

(age 99).

North Jersey Transportation Planning
Authority Seeks Public Input on the Future

How do you see your-
self getting around in
the future? Would you
consider driving an elec-
tric vehicle or riding in a
self-driving car or shutt-
le? Are there regional
transportation  projects
that you want prioritized
for funding?

These are some of the
questions the public
will be asked as Warren
County works with the
North Jersey Transporta-
tion Planning Authority
(NJTPA) on the region’s
next long range transpor-
tation plan, Connecting
Communities. The plan
will detail new programs
and recommend policies
and transportation in-
vestments for the next 25
years, including projects
in Warren County.

The NJTPA region in-

of Transportation

i

cludes 13 counties in
northern and  central
New Jersey and is home
to 7 million people, with
the population expec-
ted to hit 7.8 million in
2050. The NJTPA works
with local partners and
state agencies to provi-
de more than $3 billion
in transportation invest-
ments annually. In order
for the region to be eli-
gible to receive federal
transportation funds for
programs and projects,
the NJTPA must adopt a
long-range transportati-
on plan every four years.
“This plan will set a
vision for the future of
transportation in North
Jersey and help prioriti-
ze regionally significant
projects,” said Warren

County Commissioner
Director Jason J. Sarno-
ski, who serves as Se-
cond Vice Chair of the
NJTPA Board of Trus-
tees. “I hope Warren
County residents will
complete the survey and
participate in events and
share their ideas about
transportation with the
NJTPA to ensure Con-
necting ~ Communities
meets the needs of our
municipalities.”

The NJTPA has ap-
proved funding for se-
veral projects in Warren
County, including the
Complete Streets Policy
Implementation  Plan,
which is underway, and
will develop strategies
for rural and small-town
roads that enable safe
NJSEEKS cont’donpg 3

New Bowfin Record Recorded
For New Jersey

Frank Hubert caught the new New Jersey
state record Bowfin in Mantua Creek on
December 17, 2024. The fish weighed 12
pounds, 10-ounces, replacing Pierce Dop-
kin’s 11-pound, 8.5-ounce record from 2017,
which was caught in the same creek. Frank
was casting from a kayak when the fish hit.
He was using a Sixgill spinning rod with a
Shimano spinning reel loaded with 30-pound
test Snakehead Outlawz braided line when
the fish hit. Frank was using a Snakehead
Outlawz Dragon Destroyer as the lure for
this new record bowfin.

Slate Belt Heritage Center
Holds Monthly Historic Pro-
gram on Flory’s Dam

The Slate Belt Heritage Center will hold their
monthly historic program on Sunday, Fe-
bruary 9th at 2:00 PM. Speaker for the af-
ternoon will be Mr. Larry Cory who will do
a presentation on the former Flory’s Dam.
Once located on North Main Street, Flory’s
Dam was a popular place for winter spots
like ice skating and hockey during the first
half of the century. it was also the site of the
first Bangor Park where football, baseball
and softball were played in addition to swim-
ming and fishing. Come and hear about the
famous “Ice Bowl” played by Bangor & Pen
Argyl and other interesting stories. Flory’s
Dam is named after Bangor industrialist So-
lomon Flory. The event is free and open to
the public. The Center is located at 30 North
1st Street, Bangor, PA. For additional infor-
mation please contact: Karen Brewer at 484-
894-5661.
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New in the Bangor Public Library
(January 3, 2025 to January 9, 2025)

Adult Fiction: All fours:

a novel by Miranda July
1974; Where the creek
bends: a novel by Linda
Lael Miller; Blood over
bright haven: a novel by
M.L. Wang (Maya Lin).

Adult Non Fiction: Sis-
ters in science: how four
women physicists escaped
Nazi Germany and made
scientific history by Olivia
Campbell; The cure for
women: Dr. Mary Putnam
Jacobi and the challenge
to Victorian medicine that
changed women’s lives fo-
rever by Lydia Reeder

Junior Fiction: The dra-
gons of Blueland by Ruth
Stiles Gannett; My father’s
dragon by Ruth Stiles Gan-
nett

Junior Non Fiction: Vo-
ting: a kid’s guide by Nel
Yomtov; The science spell
book: magical experiments
for kids by Cara Florance;
Rocks, minerals & gems by
Sean Callery; Edible crafts
kid’s cookbook: ages 4-8:
25 fun projects to make
and eat! by Charity Ma-
thews; Upcycle it! Crafts
for kids: fun and useful
projects to recycle and rei-
magine by Jennifer Perk-
ins; 52 DIY crafts for girls:
pretty projects you were

made to create! By Whit-
ney Wood (Craftsperson);
Who is Julius Caesar? By
Nico Medina 1982; Who is
Charles Darwin? By Debo-
rah Hopinson; Who is Ga-
lileo? By Patricia Demuth;
Who was Henry VIII? By
Ellen Labrecque; Who is
Milton Hershey? By James
Buckley Jr 1963; Who is
LeBron James? By Crystal
Hubbard, Who is JK.
Rowling? By Pam Pol-
lack; Who is R.L. Stine?
By M.D. Payne (Matthew
D.) 1978-; Who is Queen
Victoria? By Jim Gigliotti;
Where is the Great Wall?
By Patricia Demuth; Whe-
re is the Colosseum? By
Jim O’Connor; A vistor’s
guide to ancient Greece:
based on the travels of
Aristoboulos of Athens by
Lesley Sims; Where is the
Vatican? By Megan Stine;
Where is the Kremlin? By
Deborah Hopkinson; Whe-
re is the Taj Mahal? By
Dorothy Hoobler; Where
is Niagara Falls? By Me-
gan Stine; Where is Mount
Rushmore? By True Kel-
ley; Where is Yellowstone?
By Sarah Fabiny; Where is
Machu Picchu? By Megan
Stine

Young Adult Fiction: Our
fault by Mercedes Ron
1993-

Project Self-Sufficiency Programs Educate Public, Support
Trauma Survivors, Promote Prevention - Virtual Presentati-
ons Offered in English and Spanish

Project Self-Sufficiency
will offer three workshops
during January and Fe-
bruary regarding adverse
childhood experiences
with the goal of educating
the public, supporting trau-
ma survivors, and offering
tips for prevention and hea-
ling within the community.
A virtual “Understanding
ACEs: Building Self-He-
aling Communities” pre-
sentation on Wednesday,
January 29th, 2:00 p.m.,,
will address the neurolo-
gical and biological effects
of adversity on develop-
ment and its corresponding
impact on the health of the
overall population. The
workshop and discussion
series, “‘Connections Mat-
ter”, which facilitates the
conversation about issues
surrounding  childhood
trauma, will be offered vir-
tually in English, Tuesday,
February 11th, 2:00 p.m.,
and in Spanish, Wednes-
day, February 12th, 2:00
p-m. Tips for protection,
prevention, and promo-
ting resilience within the
community will also be
discussed. All workshops
are free and open to the pu-
blic; interested participants
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are invited to call 973-940-
3500 to receive log-in de-
tails.

During the Understan-
ding ACEs workshop, pa-
rents, caregivers, and other
community providers will
learn how childhood trau-
ma impacts physical and
neurological development
and discuss methods for
improving health and well-
being across the lifespan.

The Connections Mat-
ter curriculum  invites
providers, parents, and
community members to
build caring connecti-
ons to improve resilien-
cy. Discussion during the
workshops will focus on
understanding ~ adverse
childhood experiences and
demonstrating how caring
connections can serve as a
primary buffer in the nega-
tive effects of trauma. The
training is appropriate for
parents and providers rai-
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sing and teaching school
aged children. All three
workshops are funded by
the New Jersey Depart-
ment of Children and Fa-
milies and led by Prevent
Child Abuse New Jersey.
Speakers will address the
impact of adverse child-
hood experiences on so-
cial, emotional, and cog-
nitive development, and
offer tips and strategies for
building resilience. Adver-
se childhood experiences
(ACEs) are widely recog-
nized as falling into three
distinct categories, abuse,
neglect, and household
dysfunction. Examples of
negative behavior said to
result from ACEs include
smoking, alcoholism, drug
use, absenteeism, and lack
of physical activity. The-
se behaviors can cause a
cascade of physical and
mental health problems,
from diabetes to cancer to
suicidal thoughts. It is es-
timated that approximately
67% of the population has
experienced at least one
adverse childhood expe-
rience.

Project Self-Sufficien-

cy is bringing together

professionals, providers,
and parents who are com-
mitted to increasing awa-
reness of the impact of
childhood trauma on ju-
venile development, future
violence victimization and
perpetration, and lifelong
health and opportunity.
“Our goal is to help make
our community a place in
which every child can thri-
ve by providing education
and training on adverse
childhood experiences and
assuring safe, stable, nur-
turing relationships and
environments,”  explains
Project  Self-Sufficiency
Executive Director De-
borah Berry-Toon. “Pro-
tection, prevention, and
resilience promotion can
profoundly improve health
according to recent dis-
coveries in neuroscience,
epigenetics, and epidemi-
ology. The tools identified
in these workshops can
positively impact public
health, safety, and produc-
tivity, and reduce public
and private costs now and
for future generations.”
Project Self-Sufficiency
has assisted low-income
individuals and families in
northwestern New Jersey
since 1986. Services of-
fered at Project Self-Suffi-
ciency include high school
equivalency  education,
computer courses, em-
ployment skills training,
job placement services,
support groups, parenting
classes, childcare and pre-
school, legal assistance
and education, counseling
and advocacy, referrals,
and help with emergency
basic needs, like food and
clothing. For more infor-
mation about the programs
and services offered by
Project  Self-Sufficiency,
visit www.projectselfsuffi-
ciency.org or call 973-940-
3500.
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access for all people who
need to use them, inclu-
ding pedestrians, bicy-
clists, motorists, trucks
and transit riders of all
ages and abilities. War-
ren County currently is
working with the NJTPA
to develop a Local Safety
Action Plan, which will
identify strategies for
improving safety across
the county. The NJTPA
also funded the Warren
County Transportation
Plan, which was comple-
ted in 2021 and identifies
transportation  projects
and phases to implement
them. In November, the
NIJTPA Board approved
$1.5 million for a Morris
Canal Greenway trail im-
provement project in the
Lopatcong Creek Area
in Greenwich Township.
The Board also previous-
ly approved nearly $1.4
million for the Phillips-
burg Riverfront Heritage
Trail project in 2023.
Public input plays a
critical role in the plan.
The feedback the NJTPA
gathers through an onli-
ne survey and events will
be considered and incor-
porated into the plan,
which the NJTPA Board
of Trustees is expected
to adopt in September.
Everyone who lives in
the NJTPA region is en-
couraged to participate.
The survey launched
today and is available in
six languages — English,
Spanish, Portuguese,
Hindi, Chinese and Ko-
rean. Virtual public out-
reach will begin later this
month with a Let’s Talk
Transportation event on
January 28 at 11:30 a.m.
focused on creating a
safe biking and walking

CRISS’

transportation network.

The NJTPA will also be
conducting pop-up outre-
ach at events throughout
the region this spring.
To share your ideas, in-
terests, and concerns
about the future of trans-
portation in northern
and central New Jersey,
please take the NJTPA’s
brief survey and sign up
for virtual events at the
Connecting Communi-
ties website: njtpa.org/
connecting.

The NJTPA is the me-
tropolitan planning or-
ganization (MPO) for
13 northern New Jersey
counties. Under federal
legislation, MPOs pro-
vide a forum where local
officials, public transpor-
tation providers and state
agency representatives
can come together and
cooperatively plan to
meet the region’s current
and future transportation
needs. It establishes the
region’s eligibility to re-
ceive federal tax dollars
for transportation pro-

jects.

The NJTPA Board con-
sists of one local elected
official from each of the
13 counties in the region
(Bergen, Essex, Hudson,
Hunterdon, Middles-
ex, Monmouth, Morris,
Ocean, Passaic, Somer-
set, Sussex, Union and
Warren), and the cities of
Newark and Jersey City.
The Board also includes
a Governor’s Represen-
tative, the Commissioner
of the New Jersey De-
partment of Transporta-
tion, the Executive Di-
rector of NJ Transit, the
Deputy Executive Direc-
tor of the Port Authority
of New York and New
Jersey, and a Citizen’s
Representative  appoin-
ted by the Governor.

Nazareth, PA
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Murphy’s Reduced Shooting Stats Miss The Mark:
Armed, Law-Abiding New Jerseyans Are Changing
The Game On Concealed Carry

Governor Murphy’s
recent  announcement
touting a reduction in
shooting victims in New
Jersey for 2024 con-
veniently ignored one
critical factor: the land-
mark 2022 Bruen deci-
sion, which empowered
law-abiding citizens to
carry concealed firearms
for self-defense.

Senator Parker Space
and Assembly Members
Dawn Fantasia and Mi-
chael Inganamort are
calling out this glaring
omission, crediting the
decision for enabling
New Jersey residents
to take their safety into
their own hands.

“For years, liberals
warned us that allowing
concealed carry in New
Jersey would lead to
chaos and violence—the
so-called ‘Wild West,””
said Senator Space (R-
24), who has held con-
cealed carry licenses in
multiple states. “The
reality is clear: giving
law-abiding citizens the
ability to defend them-
selves has not only failed
to increase shootings but
may actually be helping
reduce them. The proof
is staring us all in the
face.”

The 2022 Bruen decisi-
on by the U.S. Supreme
Court recognized the
constitutional right of
law-abiding Americans
to carry firearms outsi-
de their homes and im-
posed a higher standard
for courts to evaluate fi-
rearm regulations. Since
this decision, concealed
carry permits in New

Jersey have surged, em-
powering  responsible
gun owners and sending
a clear message to crimi-
nals.

“New Jersey residents
have sent a loud and cle-
ar message to criminals:
they will not be victims,”
said  Assemblywoman
Fantasia (R-24), a gun
owner and staunch Se-
cond Amendment sup-
porter. “These perpetra-
tors are starting to think
twice, knowing that their
next carjacking attempt
might be their last.”

Since Bruen, multiple
court challenges have
been filed to dismantle
New Jersey’s restrictive
fircarms laws. Senator
Space, Assemblywoman
Fantasia, and Assembly-
man Inganamort have
worked closely with
advocates and plaintiffs
in these cases, offering
assistance and standing
firmly against further op-
pressive legislation.

“We are fighting to en-
sure New Jersey citizens
can fully exercise their
constitutional rights,
just like most Americans
across the country,” said
Assemblyman Ingana-
mort (R-24), a longtime
Second Amendment ad-
vocate and gun owner.
“With the Constituti-
on—and decisions like
Heller, McDonald, and
Bruen—on our side, it’s
only a matter of time
before these oppressive
laws are overturned. Un-
til then, Parker, Dawn,
and I remain vigilant in
defending the rights of
lawful gun owners and
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opposing any further at-
tempts to erode our free-
doms.”

The Bruen decision has
been a pivotal moment
in the fight for Second
Amendment rights, for-
cing states like New Jer-
sey to reconsider uncon-

David A. Hawk

OButlder (Remodaler

stitutional restrictions on
firearm ownership. De-
spite the administration’s
attempts to downplay
its impact, the evidence
suggests that empowe-
ring responsible gun ow-
ners has contributed to a
safer New Jersey.
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Influenza Suspected In Snow Goose Mortalities In PA
PENNSYLVANIA GAME COMMISSION

Avian influenza (Al) is
suspected to have caused
the deaths of about 200
snow geese found Mon-
day in the greater Allen-
town area.

Dead birds were reco-
vered from two sites,
one in Lower Nazareth
Township in Northamp-
ton County and ano-
ther in Upper Macungie
Township in Lehigh
County. Preliminary

Visit us online at

in-state testing indicated
the presence of highly
pathogenic Al (HPAI).
While results are yet
to be confirmed by the
U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA) at
their National Veterinary
Services Laboratories,
HPALI is presumed to be
the cause of these morta-
lity events. The situation
is ongoing as sick wild
birds were also observed

at both locations.

Those encountering
other sick or dead wild
birds can report them to
the Pennsylvania Game
Commission by cal-
ling 1-833-PGC-WILD
(1-833-742-9453), by
emailing pgc-wildlifehe-
alth@pa.gov or by using
the online Wildlife He-
alth Survey tool.

Any sick or dead domes-
tic birds should be repor-
ted to Pennsylvania De-
partment of Agriculture
at 717-772-2852. If you
have had contact with
sick or dead birds and are
not feeling well, contact
your primary care physi-
cian or the Pennsylvania
Department of Health at
877-724-3258.

Since the beginning
of the U.S. outbreak in
January 2022, HPAI
has impacted wild and
domestic birds in every
state.

Wild waterfowl and
shorebirds are conside-
red natural reservoirs

for avian influenza viru-
ses. While infected birds
may shed the virus in
their feces and saliva de-
spite appearing healthy,
HPAI can lead to sick-
ness or death in raptors
(hawks, eagles), avian
scavengers (crows, gulls,
ravens), other waterfowl
species (ducks, geese),
and wild poultry (turkey,
grouse). Clinical signs
of infection in wild birds
are often non-specific
but may include neurolo-
gic dysfunction such as
circling, head tilting, and
difficulty flying.

HPAI is particularly
contagious and lethal to
domestic poultry. HPAI
does not appear to sig-
nificantly impacted wild
bird populations; ho-
wever, it does have the
potential to significantly
affect the commercial
poultry industry and in-
ternational trade.

The Game Commission
continues to work with
the Pennsylvania De-

partment of Agriculture,
the USDA, the Wildlife
Futures Program at the
University of Pennsy-
Ivania School of Vete-
rinary Medicine, and
the Pennsylvania Ani-
mal Diagnostic Labora-
tory System to monitor
for HPAI in wild and
domestic bird populati-
ons throughout the Com-
monwealth. Any additio-
nal HPAI detections will
be reported by the USDA
on its website.

Because avian influenza
viruses are naturally oc-
curring and ever-present
in wild birds, preven-
ting or controlling HPAI
in wild populations is
not feasible. However,
safeguards can be ta-
ken to protect domestic
birds or wild birds held
in captivity. Owners
should always prevent
contact between their
birds and wild birds to
prevent the spread of
disease.  Pennsylvani-
ans who care for capti-
ve wild birds, domestic
backyard poultry, or are
involved in commer-
cial poultry operations
should review their bio-
security plans to protect
their flocks. The USDA
offers free biosecurity
information on its web-
site.

While HPAI can poten-
tially infect humans, the
U.S. Centers for Disease
Control and Preventi-

on has declared that the
current HPAI outbreak
is primarily an animal
health issue that poses
low risk to the health of
the general public. Com-
mon sense practices will
help reduce the risk that
you or other humans/
animals under your care
get sick from wildlife.
Always observe wild-
life from a safe distance.
Avoid contacting surfa-
ces that may be conta-
minated with feces from
wild or domestic birds.
Do not handle wildlife
unless you are hunting,
trapping, or otherwise
authorized to do so.
Waterfowl hunters are
encouraged to conti-
nue participating in the
remaining season, but
should take precautions
while handling and dres-
sing birds. These include
wearing nitrile gloves,
protective eye wear,
and a mask. Following
any hunt make a point
to practice good hygie-
ne, including washing
hands and any clothing
used in the process of
dressing game that may
contain blood or feces.
Finally, never handle
wildlife that is sick or
displaying signs of sick-
ness. Instead, report it to
the Game Commission.
More information about
Avian Influenza is availa-
ble through the Game
Commission’s website.
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|(III]W|IIIII TIIWIISlIIIl Fire and Rescue Holds nnnual Installatlon Dinner

- . . . The Women’s Club of Pen Argyl held their
Knowlton Township Fire and Rescue held its annual Installation Dinner on January 11th, monthly meeting on January 7th. The project
with many members, mutual aid companies, and guests in attendance. Chief Alex Weber | was making Valentine wreaths for the resi-
was honored with an award for his three-year service as Chief. Firefighter Dominic Fiore re- | dents of Chandler. We welcome all women
ceived the Firefighter of the Year award, Firefighter Ed Sayre received a Life Service Award | from the Pen Argyl/Wind Gap area to join us.
for 20 years of active membership, and Deputy Mayor James Mazza swore in the 2025 Line Monthly meetings are held on the first Tues-
Officers. They are always looking for new members, stop by the Station any Monday night | day of the month and are held at the Phoebe
after 7:00 PM, send a message, call 908-475-4268, or visit knowltonfirerescue.com/join. Home in Wind Gap.

Advertise Your!Business Wlth
Special New'Year Pricing

Get 4 - 2x2 Ads Buy 3 Gef One Free | Buy 1 Get One Half Price
For Only $25 each | on All New 3x4 Ads! | on All New Half Page Ad
$60 [N SAVINGS $110in SAVINGS $157.50 in SAVINGS

*Offer is valid on New ads Only. Promotional Balance is bases off the base price for ads, as per the rate sheet, offer valid 1/1/25 - 2/28/25*

Email Melissa at thepressads@gmail.com with subject NY SALE for additional details!
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By Michael Nelms

Last Sunday I spoke
about Sid Pinch. One of
Sid’s sons, Phillip, has
a wife and two young
children. They have a
home on Roosevelt Ave-
nue in Altadena, Califor-
nia. They are now living in
temporary quarters having
evacuated because of the
fires. Last they knew, their
house was still standing,
but of the twenty-six fa-
milies in their daughter’s
kindergarten class, twen-
ty-one of those homes
have been destroyed by
fire. Phillip says his two
young children are trauma-
tized by what the flames
they say and the smoke
that inhaled as they evacu-
ated their home, and that
even if their home is still
there, the damage done by
such disasters is far more
than material. Let us try
imagining just how jarring
and unsettling it would
be as one of those now
homeless families who,
from whatever temporary
living quarters they are in,
get up this morning and
make the effort to get to a
church for some comfort
and hope, and they arrive
at the church to hear this
assigned, fiery lectionary
text read. Let us listen for

the Word of God.
Scripture Reading: Luke
3:15-17,21-22
People’s hopes began

to rise, and they began to
wonder whether John per-
haps might be the Messiah.
So John said to all of them,
“I baptize you with water,

but someone is coming
who is much greater than [
am. | am not good enough
even to untie his sandals.
He will baptize you with
the Holy Spirit and fire. He
has his winnowing shovel
with him, to thresh out all
the grain and gather the
wheat into his barn; but
he will burn the chaff in a
fire that never goes out.”
After all the people had
been baptized, Jesus also
was baptized. While he
was praying, heaven was
opened,and the Holy Spi-
rit came down upon him
in bodily form like a dove.
And a voice came from
heaven, “You are my own
dear Son. I am pleased
with you.”

Edwin Childs, born in
1945, is a native of New
Hampshire. He studied
composition with Jack
Goode at Wheaton Col-
lege, IL (BM); and with
Wayne Barlow, Warren
Benson, and Samuel Ad-
ler at the Eastman School
of Music at the Universi-
ty of Rochester where he
received his Ph.D. He has
taught music theory and
composition at Cairn Uni-
versity (PA), Biola Univer-
sity (CA), and is currently
retired from teaching at
Moody Bible Institute in
Chicago. His anthem the
choir will sing is based
on this poem by Emily
Dickinson, one of only ten
poems published in her
brief lifetime of 56 years,
this poem being published
without her knowledge
in 1858 when she was 28

years old. She would die in
1886, the year before the
sanctuary in which you sit
was built, and it was only
after her death that the vo-
lume and brilliance of her
writings were discover-
ed, and she remains today
among the greatest literary
figures in American his-
tory.

Nobody knows this little
Rose — It might a pilgrim
be. Did I not take it from
the ways and lift it up to
thee. Only a Bee will miss
it — Only a Butterfly, Has-
tening from far journey —
On its breast to lie — Only
a Bird will wonder — Only
a Breeze will sigh — Ah
Little Rose — how easy For
such as thee to die!

“Poetry, Passion (from
the Greek word, suffering),
& Possibilities”

In Dickenson’s poem, the
narrator says no one is ac-
quainted with her subject,
a simple, small rose. She
has plucked this little rose,
which apparently was gro-
wing in the wild. The nar-
rator ponders this little rose
might be “a pilgrim” for it
was growing away from
other flower beds. She
then rather casually asks
someone, likely God, or
Mother Nature, about her
own act of plucking. Alt-
hough formed as a questi-
on, the narrator reveals she
plucked the little flower
and then “offered it up to
thee.” It’s sort of a confes-
sion, as the act of plucking
the rose hastens the death
of the rose.

She then imagines who

may have visited the rose.
A solitary bee “will miss”
the now plucked rose. But
after saying “only” a bee
will note the little rose is
missing, she remembers
that likely a “butterfly” will
also note its absence. The
butterfly will have traveled
perhaps miles to rest upon
the little rose’s “breast.”
And the butterfly will have
been hurrying to finish its
“journey” that led it to the
rose’s abode. Now after it
makes that hastened trip, it
will be astonished, or per-
haps frustrated, that the litt-
le flower has gone missing.
She imagines others who
will be missing the little
rose, such as a bird may
wonder what happened to
the flower, and the last to
notice the absence of the
little rose is the “Breeze,”
which will “sigh” as it pas-
ses over the field that once
held the sweet fragrance of
the rose. Beyond these few
characters in nature, no
one will notice, no other
human being in the world
will notice.

In March 1999, after a
lengthy illness and a cou-
ple of months of in-home
hospice care, my father-
in-law, Joseph Alvin Burd,
died at age 67. His death
occurred in the upstairs
bedroom of the home they
had owned on a residen-
tial street, Holly Street, in
Cranford, New Jersey.

A residential street with
one, lone place of busi-
ness across the street from
the house, a colonial brick
building that was and is a

medical office building.
After he breathed his last, I
stepped away from the bed
towards the bay window
looking out towards Holly
Street and towards the me-
dical office building, and
as I have described before,
and I describe again now
because so many of you
can relate to the experien-
ce, [ was utterly struck, in
a disconcerting way, with
how people continued
going in and out of that
medical building, how
cars continued driving by
on Holly Street, how the
world continued to move
on oblivious to what had
just happened in the up-
stairs bedroom at 18 Holly
Street. How is it possible
that this death of such a be-
autiful, golden rose can be
so utterly unnoticed by the
world? You know

what I am describing,
what Joan Didion brilli-
antly described in her 2005
National Book award win-
ning and Pulitzer Prize fi-
nalist memoir, “The Year
of Magical Thinking.”

In Dickinson’s poem,
after such musings to her-
self and to the Creator to
whom she has offered it,
the narrator of the poem
then addresses the rose,
but all she can do is offer
a simple, humble remark
about how “easy” it is for a
creature such as the “Little
Rose” “to die!” “Ah Little
Rose —how easy, For such
as thee to die!” For me, the
words of scripture through
the prophet Isaiah in chap-
ter 40:6-8 echo when we

hear: A voice says, “Cry
out”” And I said, “What
shall T cry?” “All people
are like grass, and all their
faithfulness is like the flo-
wers of the field.

The grass withers and the
flowers fall, because the
breath of the Lord blows
on them. Surely the people
are grass. The grass wit-
hers and the flowers fall...

Our Gospel reading be-
gins with the words, “Peo-
ple’s hopes began to rise,”
wondering if John might
be the Messiah. Why look
for a “Messiah” at all?
Why believe in a “God,”
why offer a plucked rose
to a “creator” or even a
“mother nature?” Why is it
not enough to simply look
horizontally? Why do our
human eyes seem easily
averted upwards, beyond
us, hoping, wishing, ima-
gining, dreaming, fantasi-
zing, magically thinking?
For those whose hopes
were rising in Luke chapter
three it was because most
things on the horizontal
were difficult, depressing,
harsh, and uncompro-
mising, The one-percen-
ters are not likely to look
CONT’D ON PAGE 9
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PEN ARGYL VS PALMERTON GIRLS BASKETBALL 1-11-2025

Sunday Sermon Continued

upwards because they
have everything they
think they need right here

in front of them. For tho-
se whose hopes began to
rise, what they had in front
of them was uncertainty,
hardship, disasters, and
grief. Surely there is so-
mething better, something
more than the difficulties,
worries, and the unnoticed
deaths that come so easily
and that surround us and
envelope us. Those who
are the most pressed by the
unfairness and difficulty of
life are the ones most pro-
ne to look beyond the ho-

rizontal. Those who have
been plucked to death may
only hope to be offered to
something more.

Edwin Child’s took Dic-
kenson’s rose and imagi-
natively turned that rose
mto the Christ child, mu-
sing how so few pilgrims
noticed his beauty, missed
his fragrance, mourned his
absence. Edwin Child’s
continues a long history of
other pilgrims from Mary
and Joseph, from shep-
herds and magi, from clu-
eless disciples and roman
soldiers at the foot of the
cross who saw and belie-

RAMAURE ). .

ved in something more
than the horizontal, hopes
rising vertically even if on
a cross on Calvary’s hill.
Horizontally we can be
overwhelmed by fires in
Los Angeles, wars in Gaza
and Ukraine, a cancer di-
agnosis, Alzheimer’s and
dementia, death of loved
ones as well as our own
often lonely, unnoticed by
most of the world demise.
Our hopes rise knowing
we need more than water.
We need a new and Holy
Spirit and fire, but not a fire
of destruction, rather a fire
of refining so we may hear,
with Jesus, the everlasting
Word, that we are not pluc-

LVMSBL (Ages 58+)
(Lehigh Valley Mens Senior Baseball League)
Riegelsville Reds
are looking for:
Pitchers, Catchers, &

Outfielders This is a
wood bat, hardball league.
Major League Rules.
Call/Leave Message for
Coach Greg at 484-894-4524

ked to obscurity and for-
gottenness but plucked to
be offered and remembe-
red and called, like Jesus,
“God’s beloved, in whom
God is well pleased.” We
need more than mere wa-
ter. We need more than
mere bread to live. We
need more than homes of
concrete and wood and
brick. We need more than
political wins and losses.
We need more than this
horizontal world can ever
give us. We need the ever-
lasting Word of God. This
is how the echoing words
of Isaiah 40:6-8 end: A
voice says, “Cry out.” And
I said, “What shall I cry?”

“All people are like grass,
and all their faithfulness is
like the flowers of the field.
The grass withers and the
flowers fall, because the
breath of the Lord blows
on them. Surely the peo-
ple are grass. The grass
withers and the flowers
fall, (yes) but the word of
our God endures forever.”

That enduring Word is the
living Word in whom God
is well-pleases and who
speaks today to those who-
se way is a cross, “You are
not a forgotten and insigni-
ficant rose, whether red, or
yellow, or golden, or oran-
ge, rather, “You are my be-
loved, in whom I am well
pleased.””
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Garden Dilemmas? Ask Mary!

Mary E. Stone
Stone Associates
Landscape Design

& Consulting,
Blairstown

Hello, fellow readers,

The low humidi-
ty of the house has al-
ready caused stress on
my indoor plants. The
remedy of gathering
rain from the gutters
or using melted snow
to give them a nitrogen
boost when I water will
help. The one African
Violet | have remaining
is the plant that sticks
out in the worst shape.

They say African
Violets are easy to grow
and bloom prolifically.
How delighted I was
when one of Mom’s
treasures first bloomed.
Her dark green leaves
have creamy white ed-
ges complimented by
cream-colored flowers
edged with pale green.

T . l

el CONSTIR

[\ a\\
Custom Build/& Homell

The variety is ‘Frozen
in Time,” which is fit-
ting. While all flowers
fade, our memories of
our loved ones are fore-
ver frozen in time.

Sadly, it seems
I don’t have a green
thumb for the easy-to-
grow. | clicked through
the African Violet Soci-
ety of America’s websi-
te and learned you can
ask an expert. And so, |
wrote:

Hi there, African
violet expert. I have
only one violet left, a
gift from a friend af-
ter my dear Mom pas-
sed. Emma Stone was
a member of your soci-
ety whose collection of
African violets 1 adop-
ted during her dementia
journey. One by one, I
lost them.

I’'m giggling be-
cause a few of the fa-
talities involved my re-
scue, Jolee, now about
four and a half. Soon
after I adopted her, the
only plants she messed
with were leaf cuttings
from Mom’s ‘Frozen in
Time,” which I lovingly
rooted in tiny clay pots
Mom used to start new
plants.

The first time I dis-
covered Jolee’s carna-
ge of throwing the pots

A.TA.
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Specializing in New,Custom Built Homes Since 1987,

Locally, Family,Owned and Operated
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Fully/Insured -
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to the floor, I thought
my 5-month-old street
dog from Biloxi was
scouting for food, and
Mom’s cuttings were
within reach. Thankful-
ly, she didn’t eat them,
although, according to
the ASPCA, they aren’t
toxic to dogs or cats.
All the leaves and baby
roots were intact, so I
repotted the treasures.
Two days later, Jo-
lee had her way again
with the plants to no
repair. | laughed until
I cried, thinking Mom
was part of the scene. I
pictured her contagious
chuckling augmenting
to hilarious, happy te-

tf‘
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ars, too. It was a funny
moment. Although I am
sad, I lost the plants.

Back to my last
violet standing: Over
time, I’ve removed the
lower leaves as they
declined, leaving me
with a healthy top part
of the plant (somewhat
so anyway) but only a
stalk for the lower part.
I should mention that I
am a garden designer
and know a few things
about plants, but I’'m
stumped.

I promptly heard
back from Joyce Stork.
“Dear Mary, your violet
needs to be restarted.
What I see in the photo

is typical of how Afri-
can Violets occasional-
ly age when a ‘neck’
develops. Surgery is
necessary to rejuvenate
the plant and bury the
neck.”

She shared a You-
Tube video - How to
Repot a Long Neck and
Cure Root Rot. I list the
surgery steps at the end
of the column post on
AskMaryStone.com.
But briefly, remove the
leaves up to the top he-
althy center of the plant.
Then, cut the stem to
about an inch, trim the
stem stubs, and plant
it in fresh, damp Afri-
can Violet potting mix.

Then, put the plant in a
plastic bag, blow air into
it, close it with a twist-
tie, and place it near a
window for one month.
After which, open the
bag for a day and then
remove it, and your vi-
olet should be re-rooted
and ready to grow.

“It looks terrifying
to many growers. If it
scares you, propagate
several leaf cuttings out
of reach of your beloved
pup as insurance before
you do the transplan-
ting.”

Joyce suggested
using a smaller, four-
inch shallow pot.

“Typically, Afri-
can Violets bloom more
freely in pots, about a
third of the plant diame-
ter. Happy growing!”

Thank you, Joyce.
There is hope! And the-
re are the cherished me-
mories of my dear Mom
and her love of African
violets frozen in time.

Garden Dilem-
mas?  AskMaryStone.
com and your favori-
te Podcast App.

And I’ll add Vio-
let Dilemmas? Ask
the African Violet Soci-
ety of America.

e GRAY’S RECYCLING

MULCH - TOP SOIL - STONE - DYED MULCH

—— Pick Up Or Delivered To Your Location ———

lam-4pm
Closed Saturday & Sunday

Commercial & Residential Sales!
MULCH AVAILABLE

Hardwood, Dyed, Black, Brown, Red, & Cedar
Mulches, Topsoil, Clean Fill, & Wood Chips

WE ACCEPT YARD DEBRIS

Dumping for Brush, Logs, Wood Chips, & Bales of Straw!
YOU CAN HAUL IT IN OR WE WILL PICK IT UP!
Roll-Off Boxes Available: 10, 20 or 30yds

STONE AVAILABLE

River Stone: 3/8”, 3/4”, 1” to 3”
Red Stone 3/4”

ALSO AVAILABLE:
3/4” Gravel, 3/8” Crushed

Gravel, QP Stone, & Stone Dust
We Also Offer

Heavy & Light Land Clearing
STORM DAMAGE CLEAN-UP, DEMOLITION & LOWBOY MOVES

908-4715-3797 < i Gray's Recycling Mulch

CASHI&ALLMAJORICREDITFCARDS/ACCERTED
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Project Self-Sufficiency will host a free, vir-

tual Family Law seminar on Thursday, Janu-
ary 23rd, 7:00 p.m. featuring attorney Denise
Wennogle. Participants will discuss child
support, grounds for divorce, court proce-
dures, alimony, parenting time, equitable
distribution of assets, and other topics rela-
ted to divorce. The presentation, which will
be offered through Zoom, is free and open to
the public; interested attendees should call
Project Self-Sufficiency, 973-940-3500, for
log-in details. The agency’s legal seminar
series is a program of the Journey Family
Success Center at Project Self-Sufficiency
and is funded by the New Jersey Department
of Children & Families.

- Serving Breakfast— Steamel
at1iam

99 Wells $199

Taco Tuesday!

WBID’s Operation Jersey Cares Drive Another Success Story
For Our Troops

The 10th Annual
Washington ~ Business
Improvement District’s

Operation Jersey Cares
campaign, which began
on Veteran’s Day and
continued into Decem-
ber, collected 95 boxes
from area businesses that
were filled-to-the-brim
with items of need.

Throughout the ye-
ars, the WBID drive has
collected well over a
thousand boxes of pro-
ducts from generous
donations from busines-
ses and the community
at-large, not just in the
Borough, but throughout
the region.

“The Greater Commu-
nity always rises to the
occasion,” said Melanie
Thiel, Executive Director
of the WBID. “Just ama-
zing to see so many busi-
nesses and community
members being a part of
this effort on behalf of
our troops.”

For the second consecu-
tive year Warren Coun-
ty Dental Center led the
charge in the Operation
Jersey Cares drive. When
it comes to giving back to
the community, Warren

| EGENDRRY.
N §reags!

County Dental Center is
proving to be second to
none and this year the
group collected 16 boxes
of items for our New Jer-
sey men and women in
uniform here and abroad.

Hairmazing right behind
with 14 boxes. Gibsons
Fitness Center, which has
always been at the top or
near the top every year
since the inception of the
drive, finished third this
year with 10 boxes. Pasta
Grill by Enzo filled nine
boxes.

“It’s a friendly compe-
tition but no matter who
wins, or how many boxes
an individual business

collects, the bottom line
is that it is a team project
with an important mes-
sage for the people who
keep us safe around the
world,” said Thiel.

The boxes were shipped
to the Operation Jersey
Cares headquarters in
Flemington in early Ja-
nuary with the help of
Jeff Smith of Smith Trac-
tor.

The list of items that
were collected included
toiletries including ra-
zors, toothbrushes, sham-
poo, shaving cream and
female hygiene products,
food such as snacks, pe-
anut butter, canned meals

and soups, batteries, no-
tebooks and pens and
pencils.

The WBID’s annu-
al campaign is always
among the state’s top
collectors for Operation
Jersey Cares, which has
recognized Washington
numerous times.

For more information
about other WBID initia-
tives and special events,
visit www.washington-
bid.org or call 908-689-
4800. You can also check
out the Washington BID
Facebook page for a va-
riety of Washington BID
and Washington business
news.

Motel Rooms: $95/Night; $500/Week; $1150/Mo.
Includes: AIC & Heat, WiFi, Dish Network, Trash,

Parking, Small Fridge & Microwave.

Call 610-888-6613 For Motel Rooms!

Like Us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/HuntersLodgeNJ
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Manahawkin Named NJ’s WMA of the Month

The Manahawkin
Wildlife = Management
Area (WMA) in Staf-
ford Township, Ocean
County, is 1,790 acres
of woodlands, fields and
salt marsh. This WMA is
one of the older Wildlife
Management Areas, with
acquisition beginning in
1933. Smooth and salt
meadow cordgrasses do-
minate the salt marshes,
while pitch-pine mixed
with various deciduous
tree species characterize
the coastal forest.

Visit For:

Birding - Birds abound
here with species of con-
cern including pied-bil-
led grebe, black skim-
mer, black rail, osprey,
and black-crowned night
heron. Manahawkin
WMA is an important
stopover for migrating
land birds.

Fishing - The impoun-
ded area within the tract
provides limited fishing
for largemouth bass.
Cedar Creek, accessible
from Stafford Avenue,
offers crabbing and fis-
hing for white perch,
snapper blues and eels.
Car top launching is per-
mitted.

Hunting - Manahawkin
WMA is full of hunting
opportunities for upland

game, waterfowl, and
deer. Cottontail rabbits,
squirrels, and woodcock
can be found here, and
pheasants are stocked
during the season. The
WMA is within THA
14 for turkey hunters,
and there’s a growing
deer herd in DMZ 51.
Four ponds have been
constructed on the tract
which attract many spe-
cies of waterfowl inclu-
ding black duck, mal-
lard, widgeon, and teal.
Some geese are also pre-
sent early in the season.
Access: Hilliard Bou-
levard and Stafford Ave-
nue provide access on
either side of the WMA.
Take exit 63 from the

N
NG:

ESTATES ¢ ANTIQUES

COLLECTIBLES ¢ SPORTS CARDS
ONE ITEM OR ENTIRE ESTATES

AHONEST & CIRANSPARENT

17

v

Main Street,

)

PRICING YOU CAN CIRUST

B[airson, NT

EXPERTS @FINDERSCOLLECTION.COM
570-460-0362 + 570-242-1737
PRIVATE APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE

We Do House Clean Outs!

Garden State Parkway,
then take Route 72 east
and turn right to merge
onto U.S. 9 N/S Main
Street toward Manaha-
wkin/Business District.
Make a right onto Beach
Avenue and a right onto
Hilliard Boulevard. The
pheasant fields and par-
king are located past the
Manahawkin Elks on the
left side. The impound-
ments and creek are ac-
cessed by making a left
onto Stafford Avenue
and following that to the
end.

Owned by New Jersey
Department of Environ-
mental Protection, Fish
& Wildlife, the Wild-
life Management Area
System is comprised of
more than 360,000 acres
in 122 areas throughout

the state, which is more
than 44% of New Jer-
sey’s state-owned public
open space. WMAs are
maintained and suppor-
ted with funding from
hunting and fishing li-
cense sales, the Federal
Wildlife and Sport Fish
Restoration Program and
the Wildlife Habitat Sup-
porter Program.

Support the maintenan-
ce of New Jersey’s Wild-

life Management Areas
by becoming a Wildlife
Habitat Supporter! Do-
nate now and get your
Third Edition sticker.
WMAs are patrolled by
NIJ Fish & Wildlife Con-
servation Police Officers
to ensure public safety. If
you see violations while
visiting a WMA, please
call the 24-hour DEP
hotline at 877-WARN-
DEP (877-927-6337).

DID YOU KNOW?

Community Newspapers are
rated as the most trusted
source of information about
candidates running for
public office - topping
ALL OTHER MEDIA!

YOU CAN COUNT
ON US!
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NJDEP Fish & Wildlife to Spearhead Effort to Restore Eastern Brook Trout to Parts of New
Jersey, Pennsylvania and New York

New Jersey Depart-
ment of Environmen-
tal Protection Fish &
Wildlife will lead a
multi-state partnership
to help restore Eastern
brook trout to water-
ways in parts of New
Jersey, New York and
Pennsylvania, by admi-
nistering a $3.5 million
National Fish and Wild-
life Foundation Ameri-
ca the Beautiful Chal-
lenge grant. The grant
is designed to enhance
forested waterway ha-
bitats that support this
hallmark fish species
and others that de-
pend on clear and cold
streams and lakes.
Prized by anglers and
New Jersey’s only na-
tive trout species, the
Eastern brook trout,
also known as brookies,
is the official state fish
species for all three sta-
tes and is considered an
indicator of good water
quality. It was named
the official state fish of
New Jersey in 1992.
Eastern brook trout,
however, along with
other fish species in the-
se areas, are experien-
cing population decli-
nes due to degradation
from habitat fragmen-
tation, warming water
temperatures, sedimen-
tation and other threats.
Eastern brook trout are
now only found in a
fraction of the waters of
their native range.

The grant will fund
cold-water  conserva-
tion projects in prio-
rity watersheds over
the next four years,
including removing
barriers such as dams
and culverts, enhan-
cing instream habitat,
restoring floodplain
habitat and mitigating
upstream stressors that
can lead to higher water
temperature.

“New Jersey is proud

to be part of this effort,”
New Jersey Environ-
mental Protection Com-
missioner Shawn M.
LaTourette said. “This
species holds a spe-
cial place for anglers
and anyone who cares
about the health of our
cold-water streams and
lakes. We thank the Na-
tional Fish and Wildlife
Foundation for this op-
portunity and look for-
ward to working with
our partner states in de-
veloping projects that
will enhance habitat not
only for Eastern brook
trout, but for other
cold-water fish species
as well.”

The America the Be-
autiful Challenge Grant
Program

The grant announced
by the National Fish
and Wildlife Foundati-
on (NFWF) is part of
$122.5 million in grants
awarded through the
America’s Ecosystem
Restoration Initiative:
America the Beautiful
Challenge .

Launched by Presi-
dent Biden in 2021, the
America the Beautiful
Challenge Grant pro-
gram set the nation’s
first-ever goal to con-
serve at least 30 per-
cent of U.S. lands and
waters by 2030. The
10-year, locally led and
nationally scaled ini-
tiative lifts up efforts
to conserve, connect
and restore lands, wa-
ters and wildlife. Over
the past four years, the
Biden-Harris Admini-
stration has conserved
more than 45 milli-
on acres of America’s
lands and waters.

The grants support
projects that conser-
ve, restore and con-
nect wildlife habitats
and ecosystems while
improving community
resilience and access to

Tom Ahearn Electric

& Home Improvement
Residential/ Commercial Electric

Electric Generator Installation

Light Carpentry - Painting - Home Repairs

610-588-6790

C: 484-515-1134

PA Reg. #PA058650

Fully Insured & Licensed

nature, which also ad-
vance President Biden’s
ambitious environ-
mental justice goals.
The competitive grant
awards were made pos-
sible through President
Biden’s Investing in
America agenda, with
funding from the Bi-
partisan Infrastructure
Law, other federal con-
servation programs and
private sources. The
Biden-Harris Admini-
stration launched the
Challenge in 2022 as
a partnership with the
Departments of the In-
terior, Agriculture and
Defense; Native Ame-
ricans in Philanthropy;
and NFWF.

A multi-state approach:
The newly funded pro-
gram administered by
NIJDEP Fish & Wildlife
is a collaboration with
the New York State De-
partment of Environ-
mental Conservation
the Pennsylvania Fish
and Boat Commission
, Trout Unlimited, the
Eastern Brook Trout
Joint Venture , the Nor-
theast Association of
Fish and Wildlife Agen-
cies , the Wildlife Ma-
nagement Institute , and
the U.S. Fish and Wild-

life Service . It is fo-
cused on safeguarding
the biodiversity of the
Appalachian Corridor
highlands and streams
within the three states.

“We are excited to be
part of this multi-state
conservation effort that
will enhance habitat for
the region’s only nati-
ve trout species,” said
NJDEP Fish & Wildlife
Assistant Commissio-
ner Dave Golden. “This
collaborative approach
will help achieve con-
servation goals across
state lines, which will
benefit not only Eastern
brook trout but also a
diverse array of aquatic
species.”

“This initiative is fun-
damentally about alig-
ning implementation re-
sources with identified
projects to help conser-
ve a priority species for
all three states and our
partners,” said Penn-
sylvania Fish and Boat
Commission Executive
Director Tim Schaeffer.
“In so doing, we are af-
firming a commitment
to landscape-level con-
servation that capitali-
zes on unprecedented
partnerships here in the
Northeast.”

610-863-3938

! Visit our Facebook page and website www.speersmeats.com.
You can place orders in person, or by phone!

Thursday & Friday 10-6, Saturday 8-2
ELEVATE YOUR GAME DAY

SNACKS WITH OUR DELICIOUS
MEATS € CHEESES.

SURE TO BE A TOUCHDOWN
WITH YOUR GUESTS

DIRECTIONS: From Bangor: Delabole Rd., Make Left onto Heimer Rd., and Right onto Gum Rd.
From Wind Gap: 3rd St., make left onto Delabole Rd., Right onto Merwarth Rd., Left onto Gum Rd.

FuIIy Insured

. Owner Scott Constantine

“The work that will be
accomplished under the
America the Beautiful
Challenge Grant marks
a new phase for the al-
ready successful joint
venture, as states will
now use the knowledge
compiled over the past
20 years to collectively
improve upon the habi-
tat brook trout depend
upon in the Delaware

watershed,” said Steve
Hurst, Chief of Fis-
heries for the New York
Department of Environ-
mental Conservation.

For more information
about the America the
Beautiful Challenge
Grant program, visit the
NFWF webpage at Na-
tional Fish and Wildlife
Foundation Announces
$122.5 Million in Con-
servation Grants from
the America the Beauti-
ful Challenge | NFWF .

A complete list of
the 2024 grants made
through the America
the Beautiful Challenge
is available here .

To learn more about
the freshwater fish of
New Jersey, including
Eastern brook trout, vi-
sit  https://dep.nj.gov/
njfw/fishing/freshwa-
ter/freshwater-fish-of-
new-jersey/.

For information about
NJDEP Fish & Wildlife,
visit dep.nj.gov/njfw/.

DEP News Release:
https://dep.nj.gov/
newsrel/25 0003/

Looking for an Experienced Sewing

Person Needed for Creative Private

Label. High Fashion, Custom Clothing
Studio. Part Time in Blairstown, NJ.
Call Julia at 610-573-8313
or email:
julia.robin.rutherford@gmail.com

TRIMMING - REMOVAL - STORM DAMAGE - FIREWOOD
STUMP GRINDING - CHIPPING - WE DO SLATE REPAIRS!

- 24 Hr. Emergency
. Storm Damage Service
Call for Discount

For Fast Service, Call:
H: 610-599-6882
C: 610-442-2996

Craig

Wickett

CraigWickettTreeWork.com
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Keep Your Home Safe from Fires and Other Emergencies This Winter

(NAPSI)—While the
winter season brings
many joyful moments,
it can also bring incre-
ased safety risks—but
you can protect your-
self, your home and
your family.

Who Can Help? Vo-
lunteer fire departments
across the country are
raising awareness of
seasonal hazards to pro-
tect residents and keep
families safe. “Firefigh-
ters are there to protect
their neighbors when
emergencies arise, but
they also work hard to
prevent  emergencies
from happening in the
first place,” said Steve
Hirsh, Chair of the Na-
tional Volunteer Fire
Council (NVFC), the
national association for
the volunteer fire ser-
vice.

Holidays, cold
weather, and winter
storms all bring their
own fire hazards. In
fact, the National Fire
Protection Association
reports more home fires
occur in winter than any
other season.
Fortunately, there are
simple steps everyone
can take to reduce the
risks and keep their
homes safe.

What You Can Do
- The NVFC recom-
mends the following 10

&
We Work
With YOUR
Budget!
Gontact Us

Today

tips to minimize home
fire and safety risks this
winter.

* Stay alert when
cooking. Do not lea-
ve the kitchen when
frying, boiling, grilling,
or broiling food, and
keep kids at least 3 feet
away from the stove.

* Consider using bat-
tery-operated flameless
candles. If using real
candles, do not leave
them unattended, and
keep them out of reach
of children and pets.

* Place fire extinguis-
hers in the kitchen, ga-
rage, and living room,
and make sure all hou-
sehold members know
how to use them.

* Install smoke alarms
in every sleeping room,
outside each separate
sleeping area, and on
every level of the home.
Test them monthly to
ensure they work.

WG FOR Yoy,
Qo“‘ k &y,
%

We Also Do
CUSTOM
INVITATION
DESIGN
Just Ask!

MASONRY

Thomas RiSabatlne, Jr.

Masar

Pavers + Sidewsalks « Patios
+ Stone » Stucco
Concrete =

Bilco Doors

e Install carbon mo-
noxide alarms and test
them at least once a
month.

* Develop a home fire
escape plan and practi-
ce it with the entire fa-
mily.

» Keep portable gene-
rators outside and away
from the home.

e Practice fireplace
safety. Have chimneys
professionally inspec-

ted and cleaned every
year, install a screen in
front of each fireplace
or wood stove, and sto-
re cooled ashes in a me-
tal container outside the
home.

* Do not leave space
heaters on unattended
and keep anything that
can burn at least three
feet away from it.

How to Help Others -
In addition to keeping
their own homes safe,
residents can take an

HANDY MAN

TIM VICARIO'S
Handy Man Service

GENERAL HOME REPAIRS

Painting - Carpentry
Minor Plumbing - Decks
Bathroom &
Kitchen Remodeling

INSURED  FREE ESTIMATES
°S

.’i‘“n [ h

PA016575

Call Tim Vicario

active role in protecting
their neighbors from
fires, medical emergen-
cies, natural disasters,
and more. Many fire de-
partments are looking
for volunteers to step
up and serve their com-
munities.

“About two-thirds of
our nations’ firefighters
are volunteers, neigh-
bors helping neighbors
in their hour of need,”
said Hirsch. “There are
few volunteer opportu-
nities that are as rewar-
ding as the fire service.
I encourage all those
who want to make a true
impact in their commu-
nities, learn life-saving
skills, and join an incre-
dible network of people
to consider volunteering
with their local fire de-
partment.”

The volunteer fire ser-
vice offers roles for all
ages, backgrounds, and
interests, and training is
provided by the depart-
ment. Firefighters and
emergency medical per-
sonnel provide life-sa-
ving services. Auxiliary
or support members as-
sist with the non-ope-
rational needs of the
department, such as fire
prevention and life safety
education, disaster pre-
paredness planning, fun-
draising, administration,
and much more. Young

'Jolm’s l[aulm

& Removal

Appliances, Pianos,
Woodstoves,
Furniture,
Large-Screen TVs,
Anything BIG or SMALL

One Piece Or A Truck Load
i AVAILABLE 7 DAYS A WEEK

& LAST MINUTE SERVICE!
Call Us Today!

610-588-1620 || 570-240-0799

SEPTIC SERVICE
CYESKA
# SEPTIC SERVICE ¢
+484-764-6351"

Call Henry Today!

Septic Tank
Pumping & Repairs

people can participate as
junior firefighters, learn-
ing about the fire service
while gaining important
life skills such as team-
work, responsibility,

and leadership.
“Whether you are in-

terested in becoming an

emergency

Blairstown Swears in New
Officers Fo 2025

responder,

support member, or ju-
nior firefighter, there is
a place for you in the
volunteer fire service,”
Hirsch said.

For more about the vo-
lunteer fire service and
to find an opportunity
visit www.MakeMeA-
Firefighter.com.

On January 1st, at 10am, the Township of
Blairstown held their annual reorganization
meeting to swear in those whose new terms
of service began. In addition to Mayor Rob
Moorehead, Deputy Mayor Walter Orcott and
newly elected Joanne Van Valkenburg, The
Blairstown Hose Company # 1 introduced
its new slate of officers for 2025. Mayor Rob

Moorehead swore in:

Chief Stuart Kise; De-

puty Chief George Curreri; Captain Mike Pi-
rello; Lieutenant Jeremy Stoddart. Photo by
Bob Halberstadt/The Free Weekly Press

local Business Direclory

Promote Your Business in the Business Directory for QNLY $230 for 12 Weeks
Call 610-5991952 or email thepressads@gmall.com to get started Today!

ADVERTISING

E I JEWELER |
M ?@Lii{?&/‘lﬁ'

We Buy: Gold & %nonds

'Repairs Done on Premises?
14K Gold e Platinum « Silver:

Diamonds & Gemstones.

4 Market St,, Belvidere, NJ
008-475-8866
W-F, 9:30-4:30; Sat, 9:30-2

TILE WORK

~ Vicario’'s
Tile Installation
610-588-1620
Ceramic - Ilaﬂlle.':_.Lﬂn'limlz
Wood Floors ' - m‘!ﬁlﬂ
Counigriops - Floors - Walls:

_ Bathroom&
~ Kitchen Remodeling
IHRIJF.E[I FREE ERTIMATES

- Gall Tim Vicario

s

Serving the Slote Belt, Blaistown,
Sussex & Women Counhies

Tree Trimming Removal
Stump Gringing - Firewood
60’ Bucket Trock - Lot Clearing
Brush Chipping

LANDSCAPE PLANNING

Give a Gift of Gardens!

tone Associates
Landscape Design & Consulting

908-362-6617
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Siding, Roofer, and
Window Installer.
Experienced only.

Must have drivers li

cense. Work available
immediately. Call
Comunale Construction
at 610-588-6715 T1s

Help Wanted
Must Have Taken
CDL Endorsment

Class Aor B
Benefits Offered
& Vacation Time
Apply by Calling

610-759-3290

CDL & LABORERS
WANTED
Henry Yeska & Son
Septic Service
Hiring CDL Drivers
Class A& B and
Laborers. Full time
& part time available.
Experience preferred
but not required.
Will train on the job.
Please call the office

at 610-759-3290.
TS

NOW HIRING FOR
2024 SEASON!
Ground Men,
Climbers & CDL
Drivers Needed
Call Us at
570-807-7746

Saturday & Day
Shift Servers
Wanted At
Hunter’s Lodge
in New Jersey
Please Call
610-888-6613

Looking for an
Experienced
Sewing Person
Needed for
Creative Private
Label. High
Fashion, Custom
Clothing Studio.
Part Time in
Blairstown, NJ.
Call Julia at
610-573-8313 or

Firewood for
Sale. $120 pick up
truck load. Call
Craig Wickett at
610-599-6882.
Pick Up Only
No Delivery!

Firewood for Sale.
Mixed Seasoned
Hardwoods. $450

per dump truck

load. approx. 1 3/4

cord. Free delivery

within 10mi radius.

Clangm fieds

FIREWOOD
Cut-Split-Delivered
$210 a Cord
570-202-6902

‘Buying

Seasoned Firewood

$190/cord
$95/half cord

570-202-6902

Firewood for sale
$200 a cord
All different sizes
14,16 or 18
inches long.
Call 610-588-7513

1 BUY
JEWELRY &
STERLING
FLATWARE!
JEWELRY: GOLD,

SILVER, COSTUME
& VINTAGE

THE BEST
PRICES PAID
IN CASH!

| can come to you,
or we can meet

Call Kolleen:

973-459-0725
Serving PA, NJ & NY

Moving
Sale

Moving Sale
Everything
Must Go!

Household Furniture,
Kitchen Stove,
Bicycles, Kayaks, & Wood

CASH ONLY!!!
2508 West Bangor Road.,
Bangor, PA 18013

SALE ONE DAY ONLY!
Jan 18th, 2025
9am-4pm

570-972-4553
570-954-5320
Call with any questions

10 x 20 Garage
for Rent! Electric

Pcv:;!:ﬁ I\Tnf::tHH:f:f email: juliarobin,| | Cal Craig Wickett In Case You Missed It... Ogerhea:' DFTor wi

! - - - - oncrete rioor.

Valid DL. Call rutherford@ at 610-599-6882 or You Can Find Our $125/mo. William
610-588-1034 1 gmail.com 610-442-2996. Latest, and a Few of St., Pen Argyl.
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MILLERS—-'

c3.6 610 419-4584 {g@ﬁ

96 Mt Bethel H Bangor PA 18013

We Carry All Horse, Chicken, Sheep, Rabbit, Pig, & Goat Feed From:
Albright's Mill, Buckeye Nutrition, Kalmbach, And Purina

We fill

- Kleins Raw Milk And Cheeses

- Heinsohn Honey - 11b, 2Ib, 5Ib Jars
- Hop A Long Farms Grass Fed Beef
- Raviolis & Pierogies

. We Also Carry Chicken, Turkey & Pork

Prorane
tanks of
all sizes

. Watergap Coffee - All The Specialty Flavors STOP IN FOR FRESH
Whole Bean - Decaf . Regular Ground BAKED ¢00PS

Wines From Tolino Vineyards

Stock Up on
Woodpellets
By The Bag or
By the Ton!

Barefoot or New England Pellets

$380/Ton

501b Bags of Shell Corn - 411
291b Black Oil Sunflower Seeds - 419.95
We Sell Hay & Straw! Rye & Wheat

Why Did The Chicken
| Cross The Road?

To Try Our Very

Made From Our
Own Corn With
Black Oil Sunflower
Seeds Added

$16.95




