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This Banner 
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Yours! 
Contact

Melissa at 
thepressads@

gmail.com

We Have 
THE BEST
Selection 
of Trucks!

We Have 
THE BEST
Selection 
of Trucks!

Check out ALL of Our Inventory at 199Chevy.com or call 610-863-6100

1043 S. BROADWAY
WIND GAP, PA

1043 S. BROADWAY
WIND GAP, PA

Bangor took on Moravian Academy in boys basketball on January 
31st for their youth night game. Bangor won 57 to 24. Photo by Dale 
Young/The Free Weekly Press 

Bangor Wins Big Over Moravian Academy in 
Boys Basketball 

North Warren took on Vernon Township High 
School in Girls Basketball on January 28th. 
North Warren was defeated, 52 to 39. Photo 
by Dale Young/The Free Weekly Press

North Warren Takes On Ver-
non Township High School in  

Girls Basketball

Senator Boscola Announc-
es Nearly $500,000 in PA State 
Grants for Local Trails, Parks 
Recreation and Watershed  
Protection Projects Through Act 

13 Grant Program
State Senator Lisa Bo-

scola announced today 
that $441,085 in state 
funding has been award-
ed for trails, parks, rec-
reation and watershed 
protection projects in 
the 18th Senatorial Dis-
trict through the Act 13 
Marcellus Legacy Fund 
Grant Program.
“Nearly half a million 

dollars in state funding 
through the Marcel-
lus Legacy Fund will 
improve the quality of 
life in our communities 
through increased recre-

ational opportunities and 
protecting our environ-
ment,” Senator Boscola 
stated. “I am particularly 
pleased that funding will 
assist Slate Belt commu-
nities in their recovery 
from damage caused 
by the flooding of July 
2023,” Boscola said.
The Commonwealth Fi-

nancing Authority (CFA) 
approved the following 
projects:
- Greenways, Trails and 

Recreation
- Skyline Investment 

GRANT cont’d on pg 2 

North Warren took on South Hunterdon High School in a wrestling 
match on January 30th. North Warren lost a close match, 39 to 36. 
Photo by Dale Young/The Free Weekly Press

North Warren Takes To The Mat Against 
South Hunterdon Wrestling Team

The Groundhog The Groundhog 
Has Spoken!Has Spoken!

  
Button Up Your Button Up Your 
Coats for Coats for 6 More 6 More 
WeeksWeeks of Winter! of Winter!
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Call Us 484-988-0969

A BUDGET FRIENDLY WAY TO 
PROMOTE YOUR BUSINESS WITH US

WE ARE NOW OFFERING
ONLINE ONLY ADVERTISING!

Run your business on our website
only, in our featured ads section,

for as little as $15/week
Larger ads are $25/week

Contact Melissa to get started!
thepressads@gmail.com

LET’S TALK ADVERTISING!LET’S TALK ADVERTISING!

Goup Easton, LLC – 
Dixie Cup Site Region-
al Bike Trail and Public 
Space
Connector - $175,000
- Lower Mount Bethel 

Township – LMBT Trail 
System Storm Damage 
Reconstruction - $77,625
- Pen Argyl Borough – 

Regional Aquatic Facili-
ty - $76,708
- City of Easton – 

Nesquehoning Memorial 
Park - $50,000

GRANTS
Continued from page 1

- Washington Town-
ship – GTRP Dog Park 
- $43,702
Watershed Restoration
- Washington Township 

– Steambank Restoration 
- $18,050
The grants were ap-

proved today by the state 
Commonwealth Financ-
ing Authority Board in
Harrisburg. Funding 

through the Marcellus 
Legacy Fund uses rev-
enue generated through 
Act 13 of 2012 that im-
poses an impact fee on 
the state’s unconvention-
al natural gas wells.

The Senate Budget 
Committee approved 
legislation sponsored by 
Senator Parker Space (R-
24) that would help law 
enforcement officers bet-
ter communicate with in-
dividuals who have hear-
ing impairments at traffic 
stops.
“It is absolutely essen-

tial that law enforcement 
can effectively communi-
cate with individuals who 
are deaf or hard of hear-
ing,” said Sen. Space. 
“This designation would 
remove concern from 
the equation by ensuring 
police officers are aware 
that the person they’re in-
teracting with at a traffic 
stop is deaf and can re-
spond accordingly.”
Senator Space’s bill, 

S-1000, would require 
the Chief Administrator 
of the New Jersey Motor 
Vehicle Commission to 
add a designation on an 
applicant’s motor vehicle 
registration indicating the 
registrant is deaf. The no-

Budget Committee Approves Space Bill To Add Deaf 
Designation On MVC Registration

tation would only appear 
when law enforcement 
officers access the vehi-
cle’s license plate infor-
mation.
To obtain the designa-

tion, an applicant would 
need to have a hearing 

loss of 41 decibels or 
greater, verified by an 
otorhinolaryngologist 
(ENT) or an audiologist 
certified by the American 
Speech-Language-Hear-
ing Association or li-
censed by the State of 

New Jersey.
You can read the full text 

of the bill online.
To speak with Sen. 

Space, contact Chris Siv-
el, SRO Deputy Director 
of Communications at 
csivel@njleg.org.

New in the Bangor Public Library
January 24th to January 30th, 2025 

Adult Fiction: More Or Less Maddy: A Novel by Lisa Genova; We Do Not Part: 
A Novel by Kang Han; Water Moon: A Novel by Samantha Sotto; Onyx Storm 

by Rebecca Yarros

 Adult Non Fiction: Super Gut: A Four-Week Plan to Reprogram Your Microbi-
ome, Restore Health, and Lose Weight by William Davis

Large Print Adult Fiction: The Farmhouse: A Hickory Grove Novel by Elizabeth 
Bromke; The Christmas House: A Hickory Grove Novel by Elizabeth Bromke; 

The Quilting House: A Hickory Grove Novel by Elizabeth Bromke; The Inn-
keeper’s House by Elizabeth Bromke; The Schoolhouse by Elizabeth Bromke; 

Robert B. Parker’s Hot Property: A Spenser Novel by Mike Lupica; Flying 
Angels: A Novel by Danielle Steel; Variation: A Novel by Rebecca Yarros

Easy Fictio: How to Be Romance With Bluey and Bingo The Little Puppy by 
Nicola Killen; How to Catch a Groundhog by Alice Walstead

Easy Non Fiction: I Spy Love: A Book of Picture Riddles by Dan Marzollo

Junior Fiction: Minecraft: Stories From the Overworld; The Ghost Next Door 
by R. L. Stine

Junior Non Fiction: Who is Simone Biles? by Stefanie Loh
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WE WANT YOU....TO SEND US YOUR LOCAL NEWS!WE WANT YOU....TO SEND US YOUR LOCAL NEWS!
LOCAL NEWS IS OUR MOST TRUSTED SOURCE OF INFORMATION ABOUT THE WORLD AROUND US. IT PROVIDES A 

SHARED UNDERSTANDING ABOUT WHAT’S HAPPENING IN OUR TOWN HALLS, SCHOOLS, & BUSINESSES. 

BUT LOCAL NEWS SEEMS TO BE DISAPPEARING!BUT LOCAL NEWS SEEMS TO BE DISAPPEARING!
A Decline In Original Reporting Leads To A Less Informed Public. A Less Informed Pubic Equals Voter 

& Civic Engagement Decline, Which Leads To Government Waste Increase,  & Public Polarization Increases.

Local News Connects Us To Our Community & Our Neighbors. It Uplifts Voices That Would Otherwise Go Unheard!
Local news demands accountability of community businesses & local governmental bodies, and it forces decision 

making structures to operate within the publics view.
Email us your news today at thepressmail@gmail.com

Visit us online at  Visit us online at  
www.thepressnewsonline.com www.thepressnewsonline.com 

 & on Facebook! & on Facebook!

Sam Rose SalonSam Rose SalonSam Rose Salon

55  State Rt. 94                       Blairstown, NJ 

Call To Book: 908-362-1129Call To Book: 908-362-1129

Happy Valentine’s DayHappy Valentine’s Day

Give Her a Gift She’ll Love
This Valentine’s Day! 

Give Her a Gift She’ll Love
This Valentine’s Day! 

Hours: Tues & Thurs. 10-7; Wed. 10-5; 
Fri. 10-6; Sat. 9-3; CLOSED Sun & Mon

Bangor (57) vs Moravian Academy (24) Boys 
Basketball Youth Night

Photos by Dale Young/
The Free Weekly Press
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17 Main Street, Blairstown, NJ

PRIVATE APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE

EXPERTS@FINDERSCOLLECTION.COM

17 Main Street, Blairstown, NJ

570-460-0362 • 570-242-1737

We Do House Clean Outs!

We are Currently Buying: 
GOLD & SILVER BULLION  •  COINS  

CURRENCY   •   ESTATES  •  ANTIQUES  
COLLECTIBLES  •  SPORTS CARDS
ONE ITEM OR ENTIRE ESTATES 

PRIVATE APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE

EXPERTS@FINDERSCOLLECTION.COM

“FAMILY OWNED

& OPERATED”
SECURE PRIVATE

LOCATION“FAMILY OWNED

& OPERATED”
SECURE PRIVATE

LOCATION

We Do House Clean Outs!

Honest & Transparent 
Pricing You Can Trust

Sweet & Discreet
Bangor Church of the Nazarene
150 Bunny Trail Rd., Bangor, PA

610-588-6929
Sweet & Discreet addresses period poverty as the Pennsylvania welfare system 
does not cover these items. Sweet & Discreet offers a FREE monthly supply of 
feminine hygiene products to those in need! Please stop by the Bangor Church 

of the Nazarene on the 4th Saturday of the month from 9am - 11am. 
(Please note due to certain holidays, supplies will be offered on the 3rd Saturday of the Month)

September 28th, 2024    |   October 26th, 2024   | November 23rd, 2024 
December 21st 2024   |   January 25th, 2025   |   February 22nd, 2025

www.bangornazch.org               sweetndiscreetbnc@gmail.com

Mowing, Overgrown Brush,
Saplings, & Weeds!

TREE SERVICE, Inc.

garyeagle.com

Pen Argyl (16) vs Wilson (58) Boys Basketball

Photos by Dale Young/The Free Weekly PressPhotos by Dale Young/The Free Weekly Press



February 6, 2025 Page 5The Free Weekly Press

GRAY’S RECYCLING

908-475-3797 Gray’s Recycling Mulch

MULCH  •  TOP SOIL  •  STONE  • DYED MULCH
Pick Up Or Delivered To Your Location

MULCH AVAILABLE STONE AVAILABLE
Hardwood, Dyed, Black, Brown, Red, & Cedar

Mulches, Topsoil, Clean Fill, & Wood Chips

Dumping for Brush, Logs, Wood Chips, & Bales of Straw!
YOU CAN HAUL IT IN OR WE WILL PICK IT UP!

Roll-Off Boxes Available: 10, 20 or 30yds

River Stone: 3/8”, 3/4”, 1” to 3”
Red Stone  3/4”

ALSO AVAILABLE:
3/4” Gravel, 3/8” Crushed 

Gravel, QP Stone, & Stone Dust
WE ACCEPT YARD DEBRIS

We Also Offer
Heavy & Light Land Clearing

STORM DAMAGE CLEAN-UP, DEMOLITION & LOWBOY MOVES

CASH & ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTEDCASH & ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

Fall Hours:
Open Mon-Fri: 

7am-4pm
Closed Saturday & Sunday

Commercial & Residential Sales!

David A. Hawk 
Builder/Remodeler
484-330-0093484-330-0093

Mt. Bethel


40 Years of Experience • Fully Insured  • Free Estimates

Additions · Basements
Kitchens · Bathrooms

Sunrooms · Patios 
New Garages Built
Decks · Flooring

PA041139

Stone Work · Siding
Roofing · Gutters
Soffits · Windows 
Trim · Shutters

North Warren (36) South Hunderson (39) Wrestling

Photos by Dale Young/The Free Weekly PressPhotos by Dale Young/The Free Weekly Press

 With a broad biparti-
san vote of 41-7, the 
Pennsylvania Senate 
today approved Senate 
Bill 154, legislation 
sponsored by Sena-
tor Lisa M. Boscola 
(D-Northampton) to 
restore and improve 
The Responsible Utili-
ty Customer Protection 
Act (“Chapter 14”). The 
bill now moves to the 
House Consumer Pro-
tection, Technology & 
Utilities Committee for 
further consideration.
“Chapter 14 has long 
been a critical tool to 
protect responsible 
ratepayers from absorb-
ing the costs of unpaid 
utility bills while en-
suring vulnerable cus-

Boscola’s Chapter 14 Reenactment Bill Passes Senate 
with Strong Bipartisan Support

tomers have safeguards 
during the termination 
process,” Boscola said. 
“With its expiration, we 
lost certainty in these 
protections. Today’s 
vote moves us one step 
closer to restoring that 
certainty.”

Chapter 14, the law 
which provided pro-
tections like the winter 
termination moratorium 
and payment arrange-
ments to customers with 
unpaid utility bills, ex-
pired on December 31, 
2024. The Pennsylva-

nia Public Utility Com-
mission (PUC) acted to 
extend these key pro-
tections until the legis-
lature could act. SB154 
reenacts these protec-
tions while strength-
ening consumer safe-
guards, including longer 
medical certificates, im-
proved payment plans, 
and stronger notice re-
quirements before shut-
offs.
“This bill is the prod-
uct of bipartisan co-
operation and a shared 
commitment to protect-
ing utility customers,” 
Boscola added. “I look 
forward to working with 
my colleagues in the 
House to get this across 
the finish line.”
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1436 Bangor Rd., Pen Argyl (RT. 191)1436 Bangor Rd., Pen Argyl (RT. 191)

610-588-3299

Bangor

Stockertown

Emiliano’s
Pizzeria

Eat In or Take Out

New Hours - Open 7 Days A Week - 11am to 10pm! 

2 Large
Cheese
Pizzas

$23.99+ tax

Monday & Wednesday Specials

We Deliver on Door Dash & Slice

Gift Certificates AvailableGift Certificates Available

Find Us on Facebook

Pen Argyl

3 Steak 
Sandwiches 
for $26.99 

(add Cheese for 50 cents)

3 Italia 
Hoagies

 for $26.99 

1 Lg. Cheese 
Pizza, 12 wings 
& a 2 Liter of 

Soda for 
$29.99

The Pennsylvania De-
partment of Environ-
mental Protection (DEP) 
listed the Nockamixon 
TCE Site to Pennsyl-
vania’s Priority List 
of Hazardous Sites for 
Remedial Response 
(PAPL) on January 18, 
2025. Since 2009, DEP 
has conducted soil, sur-
face water, and ground-
water investigations on 
the contamination – and 
has worked with the im-
pacted local homeown-
ers to install protection 
measures to ensure they 

can have clean air and 
pure water. While DEP 
has already addressed 
the immediate public 
health impacts, adding 
the Site to the PAPL al-
lows DEP to address the 
problem head on and re-
mediate the contamina-
tion at the source.
“Adding this Site to 

Pennsylvania’s prior-
ity list will allow our 
cleanup program to re-
mediate the source of 
the contamination,” said 
DEP Acting Secretary 
Jessica Shirley. “This 

will help us protect res-
idents’ health and safety 
by finding a solution to 
minimize exposure to 
these harmful contami-
nants.”
DEP has identified a 

former 77.2-acre farm 
on Brennan Road as the 
source of the contami-
nation. Property owners 
removed the drums that 
contained the harmful 
chemicals in 1980, but 
subsequent investiga-
tions revealed elevated 
concentrations of chlo-
rinated solvents in the 

DEP Adds Nockamixon Site to Pennsylvania’s Priority List of Hazardous Sites, 
Starts Process to Cleanup Contamination at the Source

areas where the drums 
had been stored.
In 2009, the Bucks 

County Health Depart-
ment notified DEP of 
Trichloroethene (TCE) 
contamination in wells 
serving a local restau-
rant and several homes. 
Between 2009 and 
2011, DEP sampled 
more than 100 private 
drinking water wells in 
the area – finding that 
chlorinated solvents, 
TCE, and/or Tetrachlo-
roethene (PCE) exceed-
ed Safe Drinking Water 
Maximum Contaminant 
Levels in wells serving 
45 homes. DEP subse-
quently installed carbon 
filter systems on 42 of 
those homes.  
Indoor air of two res-

idential properties near 
the contamination source 
areas was impacted by 
vapor intrusion (VI). 
DEP subsequently in-
stalled vapor mitigation 
systems in those homes.
Chlorinated solvents 

such as Trichloroeth-
ylene (TCE) and Tetra-
chloroethylene (PCE) 
are commonly used in 
circuit board manufac-
turing, the textile indus-
try, and for the removal 
of grease from metal 
parts. PCE is also used 
for dry cleaning. Chlo-
rinated solvents are 
among the most com-

mon soil and ground-
water contaminants.  
Routes of exposure can 
include ingestion, inha-
lation, and skin contact.
Surface water near a 

small section of Nock-
amixon State Park – 
northeast of Haycock 
Cove, near Park Drive 
West – was sampled by 
DEP and found to have 
slightly elevated TCE 
results. There are no 
parking lots or trails in 
this area of the park.
“Staff at Nockamixon 

will continue to work 
with DEP to address this 
environmental issue, 
as it is our responsibil-
ity as stewards of the 
Commonwealth’s public 
lands,” Department of 
Conservation and Nat-
ural Resources (DCNR) 
State Parks Director 
John Hallas said.
The Hazardous Sites 

Cleanup Act was signed 
into law in 1988 to pro-
vide DEP the funding 
and authority to address 
hazardous substances 
and contaminants in the 
environment. Placement 
of a site on the PAPL 
is used to identify sites 
that need remedial re-
sponse decisions to 
address threats to the 
public health, safety, or 
the environment. DEP 
personnel are currently 
working on 134 HSCA 

Sites and are performing 
operation and mainte-
nance activities at 110 
sites. DEP has conduct-
ed over 360 HSCA ac-
tions in communities 
across Pennsylvania, 
cleaning up groundwa-
ter, capping or remov-
ing contaminated soil, 
and ensuring thousands 
of people have access 
to safe drinking water. 
A remedial response is 
an action that will cost 
more than $2 million 
dollars and take longer 
than one year to com-
plete.
DEP is accepting public 

comments on the listing 
from January 18, 2025 
to February 17, 2025.  
All written comments 
and DEP’s responses 
will be placed into the 
Site file and will later 
be incorporated into the 
Administrative Record. 
More information can 
be found on DEP’s web-
site. Please submit writ-
ten comments by mail 
to Dustin A. Armstrong, 
Environmental Protec-
tion Specialist at the 
Pennsylvania Depart-
ment of Environmental 
Protection, 2 East Main 
Street, Norristown, PA 
19401 or by email darm-
strong@pa.gov and 
include “Nockamixon 
Public Comment” in the 
subject of the email.
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Garden Dilemmas? Ask Mary!

Mary E. Stone
Stone Associates

Landscape Design
 & Consulting,

Blairstown

Hello, fellow readers,
      The ancient origin 

of Groundhog Day dates 
back thousands of years, 
and while its success in 
predicting winter’s end is 
marginally accurate, it’s a 
fun tradition that celebra-
tes nature. Punxsutawney 
Phil saw his shadow this 
year, which predicts we 
will have six more weeks 
of winter. As the folklore 
goes, it would be early 
spring if he didn’t.
Officially, the first 

Groundhog Day celebra-
tion occurred on February 
2nd, 1887, in Punxsuta-
wney, Pennsylvania. But 

Groundhog Day stems 
back thousands of years 
when, in the portion of 
Europe now Germany, 
badgers (some sources 
say hedgehogs) were 
thought to anticipate the 
coming spring, indicating 
when farmers should plant 
crops. When Germans im-
migrated to America and 
established themselves in 
Pennsylvania, where bad-
gers and hedgehogs are 
not native, groundhogs 
became the go-to.
  It hadn’t occurred to 

me that Groundhog Day, 
always February 2nd, is 
typically the midpoint 
of the first day of winter, 
the winter solstice, and 
the first day of spring, 
the spring equinox. And 
it’s halfway between the 
summer solstice and the 
autumnal equinox in the 
Southern Hemisphere. 
Perhaps the reason for the 
date? Humm…
 Groundhogs (Marmota 

monax), also called wood-
chucks, live two to three 
years on average but can 
live up to six years in the 
wild. Those in captivity 
can live longer. But accor-
ding to the Punxsutawney 

Formerly The Overlook

4285 N. Delaware Dr., Mt. Bethel     570-897-0169

Bethel Brewing
 & Spirits

Bethel Brewing
 & Spirits

Serving Ribeye Steak
 Grilled Over an Open Flame
Paired with a Baked Potato

 & Steamed Vegetables

$39/per person

Call 610-888-6613

Special Valentine’s Day Cowboy Dinner
Friday, February 14th, 7pm

W/ Country Music Soloist Joey Lannigan 

Special Valentine’s Day Cowboy Dinner
Friday, February 14th, 7pm

W/ Country Music Soloist Joey Lannigan 

Groundhog Club, Phil has 
extraordinary powers. He 
continues to live since his 
first spring prediction in 
1886, a year before the ce-
lebration became official, 
thanks to a secret “elixir 
of life” he sips every sum-
mer to give him seven 
more years.
 There are other famous 

groundhogs besides the 
Phil. Two popular fellas 
are Shubenacadie Sam of 
Nova Scotia, Canada, and 
Beau (short for General 
Beauregard) of the Natio-
nal Weather Service near 
Atlanta. 
  Perhaps the most fa-

mous groundhog next 
to Punxsutawney Phil is 
Chuck at the Staten Island 
Zoo. Maybe Chuck came 
to fame when he bit May-
or Bloomberg in the 2009 
festivities. Or was it when 
Mayor de Blasio dropped 

“Chuck” in 2014? Chuck 
was a stand-in; her real 
name was Charlotte, who 
died a few days later. I 
don’t believe the tradition 
of a mayor participating 
in Groundhog Day at the 
Staten Island Zoo hasn’t 
happened since.
 So why is the celebration 

always on February 2nd? 
According to the Punx-
sutawney Groundhog 
Club, it relates to Cand-
lemas Day, a Christian 
Holiday held on February 
2nd, when Christians ce-
lebrate the first bringing of 
baby Jesus to the Temple 
of Jerusalem to welcome 
him into Judaism. Tradi-
tions of blessing candles, 
symbolizing Jesus Christ 
as the Light of the World, 
continue in many religi-
ons. According to German 
folklore, Candlemas Day 
coincided with whether or 

not the hedgehog saw his 
shadow. Snowdrops (Ga-
lanthus), those lovely little 
nodding white flowers that 
magically emerge through 
the last layer of winter’s 
frosting, are also known 
as Candlemas Bells, re-
presenting Jesus bringing 
hope to the world.
 Of course, we know 

about the famous movie 
Groundhog Day (1993), 
which gave a new signi-
ficance to the words as 
something that endlessly 
repeats. One of the ex-
citing repetitive tasks in 
anticipation of spring is 
purchasing seeds.
      Early shopping is best 

as more and more folks 
have discovered the joy 
of digging in the dirt and 
growing non-GMO and 
organic food. Most seed 
packs have an abundance 
of seeds. So, share them 

graciously. Seeds, like 
spring, represent the pro-
mise of new beginnings. 
And by sharing the pro-
mise, you’ll be spreading 
hope.
 The thing is, Punxsuta-

wney Phil is more often 
wrong than accurate re-
ports LiveScience.com. 
“Data from the Stormfax 
Almanac’s data shows 
that Phil’s six-week prog-
nostications have been 
correct about 39% of the 
time, so less than chance.” 
Still, Groundhog Day is a 
fun tradition, and spring 
is something to celebra-
te whenever it comes. 
Though not so much 
the garden damage caused 
by groundhogs, as cute as 
they can be.
 Garden Dilemmas?  

AskMaryStone.com  and 
your favorite  Podcast 
App.
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ADVERTISEADVERTISE
YOURYOUR

BUSINESSBUSINESS
HERE!HERE!

2x5 Display Ad2x5 Display Ad
(Actual Size Shown Here, (Actual Size Shown Here, 

3.27in x 5 in)3.27in x 5 in)

For Only $85For Only $85

AdvertisingAdvertising
at yourat your

Finger tips!Finger tips!

Get an Online 
Ad For as 

little as $15 to 
$25 per week.

Contact Melissa  Contact Melissa  
for details at: for details at: 
thepressadsthepressads
@gmail.com@gmail.com

Debbie Pettinari
Providing Insurance & Financial Services

Agent

106 S. Broadway
Wind Gap, PA 18091

Bus: 610-881-4433
Fax: 610-881-4432
Cell: 484-695-8070

HelpHelp
Wanted!Wanted!

Looking for an Experienced Sewing 
Person Needed for Creative Private 

Label. High Fashion, Custom Clothing 
Studio. Part Time in Blairstown, NJ.

Call Julia at 610-573-8313
or email:

julia.robin.rutherford@gmail.com

January Is Name One Health Awareness Month; NJ One Health Task Force Sets 
Meeting For February

In conjunction with 
January being National 
One Health Awareness 
Month, Secretary of Ag-
riculture Ed Wengryn 
announced the inaugu-
ral meeting of the New 
Jersey One Health Task 
Force (OHTF) will take 
place at 11 a.m. on Fri-
day, February 21, in the 
first floor boardroom at 
200 Riverview Plaza, in 
Trenton.
New Jersey was the 

first state in the na-
tion to legislate a One 
Health initiative by es-
tablishing the OHTF 
(P.L. 2021, Chapter 
117). The OHTF will 
develop a strategic plan 
to promote inter-disci-
plinary communication 
and collaboration be-
tween physicians, veter-
inarians, and other sci-
entific professionals and 
State agencies, and to 
promote the health and 
well-being of the State’s 
residents, animals, and 
the environment.
“With diseases and 

viruses, such as High-
ly Pathogenic Avian 

Influenza, having the 
capability to travel be-
tween humans, domes-
tic animals, livestock, 
and wildlife, the One 
Health Task Force will 
emphasize the connect-
edness of our world,” 
Secretary Wengryn said. 
“That New Jersey is at 
the forefront of this ini-
tiative shows the high 
level of importance the 
Murphy Administration 
places on the overall 
health and well-being 
of our State’s residents, 
protecting our animals, 
plants and the envi-
ronment. It is all one 
health.”
One Health is a con-

cept that recognizes 
the strong connections 
and interdependencies 
between human, ani-
mal, and environmental 
health and calls for a col-
laborative, multi-sector, 
and transdisciplinary 
approach. One Health 
issues include, but are 
not limited to, zoonotic 
diseases, vector-borne 
diseases, antimicrobial 
resistance (AMR), food 

safety and security, en-
vironmental contami-
nation, climate change, 
and other collective 
health threats faced by 
people, animals, and the 
environment.
“Safeguarding pub-

lic health requires an 
integrated approach to 
better understand how 
diseases and health risks 

move through our in-
terconnected world,” 
said New Jersey Health 
Commissioner Kait-
lan Baston, MD, MSc, 
DFASAM. “New Jer-
sey’s One Health Task 
Force brings together 
experts across human 
health, animal health, 
and environmental sci-
ence to better map, 

monitor, and protect our 
shared environment and 
New Jersey communi-
ties.”
“The One Health Task 

Force provides us with 
a unique and important 
opportunity to better 
understand the complex 
relationships between 
public health, our envi-
ronment, and plant and 

animal health,” said En-
vironmental Protection 
Commissioner Shawn 
M. LaTourette. “We 
look forward to collab-
orating with our state 
partners and the Task 
Force to advance scien-
tific knowledge about 
these relationships. 
Through this work, we 
will aim to develop 
solutions to threats such 
as diseases that affect 
wildlife and agricultur-
al commodities, as well 
as harmful algal blooms 
that impact drinking 
water quality.”
New Jersey residents 

are encouraged to 
spread the word about 
One Health and the 
need for an interdis-
ciplinary approach to 
address many of New 
Jersey’s most pressing 
issues by sharing social 
media posts with the 
hashtags #OneHealth 
and #OneHealthAware-
nessMonth. More in-
formation about One 
Health Awareness 
Month can be found on 
the One Health Com-
mission website.
Read more about the 

New Jersey OHTF at 
www.nj .gov/agricul-
ture/one-health.
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Fully Insured
Owner: Scott Constantine

Fully Insured
Owner: Scott Constantine

Blairstown, NJ
908-362-7119

Lawn Maintenance • Mulch • Machine Work
Walkways • Patios • Retaining Walls Fully Insured & Licensed

C: 484-515-1134

Tom Ahearn Electric

PA Reg. #PA058650

Electric Generator Installation
Light Carpentry - Painting - Home Repairs

& Home Improvement

Residential/Commercial Electric

610-588-6790

911 Lower S Main St, Bangor
Safety & Emission Inspection

Repair & Waiver Facility
Factory Trained

A.R.M. AUTOMOTIVE
610-588-2761

VW  ▪  Audi  ▪  Porsche
ALL MAKES & MODELS

259 E. Central Ave.,
East Bangor, PA

TREE WORK

Craig Wickett 

TRIMMING - REMOVAL - STORM DAMAGE - FIREWOOD
STUMP GRINDING - CHIPPING - WE DO SLATE REPAIRS!

Free Estimates | Fully Insured

CraigWickettTreeWork.com

For Fast Service, Call:
H: 610-599-6882
C: 610-442-2996

75ft
BUCKET

TRUCK
75ft

BUCKET
TRUCK

24 Hr. Emergency
Storm Damage Service

Call for Discount

$25 Advance Ticket(s) 
$30 at the Door

Doors Open at 11am
Food Available

 
Buy $5 Worth 
of Tricky Tray

Tickets &
Get $5 Free!

 
Buy $5 Worth 
of Tricky Tray

Tickets &
Get $5 Free!

(Snow Date Feb. 22, 2025)

Northampton County 
Executive Lamont G. 
McClure has issued a 
statement in response to 
the recent memorandum 
from the White House 
imposing a temporary 
pause on federal funding 
for various assistance 
programs, a decision 
that will have significant 
ramifications for the 
county and its commu-
nity partners.
“This directive from the 

administration is cruel, 
callous, and craven”; 
McClure stated. “By 
halting federal fund-
ing, the White House is 
causing needless harm 
and uncertainty to the 
citizens of Northamp-
ton County. This move 
directly undermines the 
essential services that 
our community relies 
on.”
While the specifics of 

the funding pause are 
still unclear, McClure 
emphasized the immedi-
ate impact this will have 
on the county’s ability 
to deliver services and 
support its partners. 
“As we seek clarity on 
which funds have been 
released and which 
programs are affected, 
we will ensure our de-
partments and commu-
nity partners have the 
information they need 
to continue serving our 

residents”; he added.
The memorandum re-

quires federal agencies 
to halt all financial assis-
tance programs, includ-
ing grants and loans that 
support critical local 
initiatives. This decision 
not only jeopardizes 
current projects but also 
creates an atmosphere 
of uncertainty for future 
funding opportunities 
that are vital for the wel-
fare of our community.
“The citizens of 

Northampton Coun-
ty deserve better than 
this. In these times of 
uncertainty, we should 
be working together to 
strengthen our commu-
nity, not creating ob-
stacles that hinder our 
progress”; McClure 
said. “We will contin-
ue to advocate for our 
residents and strive to 
ensure that essential 
services are maintained 
despite this federal 
overreach.”
Northampton County 

remains committed to 
supporting its residents 
and will provide up-
dates as more informa-
tion becomes available 
regarding the impli-
cations of this federal 
mandate.
For more information, 

please contact Jessica 
Berger at 484-280-3751 
JBerger@norcopa.gov

Northampton County Executive 
Lamont G. McClure Responds 

to Federal Funding Mandate Senator Parker Space, 
Assemblywoman Dawn 
Fantasia and Assembly-
man Michael Inganam-
ort (all R-Sussex, Mor-
ris, Warren) applauded 
President Trump and 
congressional leaders 
for enacting the Laken 
Riley Act – the first bill 
signed into law by the 
new Trump Administra-
tion.
“By having this bill be 

the first one signed by 
President Trump in this 
administration shows 
that America is taking 
border security seriously 
once again,” said Sen-
ator Space. “Illegal im-
migrants shouldn’t be al-
lowed to roam free in our 
country, especially crim-
inals. This is the start 
of a new era of diligent 
law and order where we 
put American safety and 
sovereignty first.”
The Laken Riley Act 

was named in memory 
of Laken Riley who was 
brutally murdered on a 
college campus in 2024 
by an illegal alien. The 
assailant had previously 
been arrested for crimes, 
but released.
“If our immigration 

policies hadn’t been 
so lax under the Biden 
Administration, Laken 
Riley would be alive 
today,” stressed Assem-
blywoman Fantasia. 
“Laken Riley’s murder-

er should have been de-
tained and deported due 
to his previous trans-
gressions.  Her tragic 
death highlights the dan-
ger in releasing criminal 
migrants back onto the 
streets without conse-
quences, and the undis-
putable fact that porous 
borders make our com-
munities less safe.”
The Laken Riley Act 

mandates that US Im-
migration and Customs 
Enforcement (ICE) de-
tain illegal immigrants 
who commit serious 

crimes and hold them 
until they can be deport-
ed. The legislation also 
grants states new legal 
standing to challenge 
federal immigration en-
forcement actions that 
harm its populace.
“Today’s signing 

demonstrates that our 
country is committed 
to securing our border, 
protecting our families 
and communities, and 
giving law enforcement 
the tools they need to 
effectively carry out the 
law,” said Assemblyman 

Inganamort. “Illegal im-
migrants who commit 
crimes don’t belong on 
our streets; they belong 
on a flight out of the 
United States for good.”
The District 24 legis-

lators sponsored state 
legislation (SR-95/AR-
137) that called on the 
President and Congress 
to enact the Laken Ri-
ley Act. The three leg-
islators also sponsor 
S-1326/A-3841 which 
prohibits the release of 
illegal immigrants from 
correctional facilities.

Space, Fantasia, Inganamort Commend Enactment of Laken 
Riley Act, Say America And NJ Will Be Safer For It
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610-863-6670 | 510 E. Main St., Pen Argyl

Dine-In   •   Take-Out   •   Delivery    •   Catering Available
(95¢ Delivery Fee)....Call for Delivery Range

 Monday-Thursday
2 Large Plain Pizza

$21.95*
Pick-Up or Delivery ONLY. Toppings Extra.

*Cannot combine with any 
other offers. Must present 

coupons. 

$5 OFF
$30*

FREE Amplifit hearing test,
Only at Miracle-Ear.

Miracle Ear Miracle Ear Center
Stroud Commons (Rear of Building)

1619 N. Ninth Street, 
Stroudsburg, PA 18360

570-476-9949

1343 Blue Valley Drive, 
Pen Argyl, PA 18072
610-588-3383

North Warren (39) vs Vernon Twp (52) High 
School Girls Basketball

Photos by Dale Young/Photos by Dale Young/
The Free Weekly PressThe Free Weekly Press

Valentine’s Valentine’s 
Day is Day is 
Friday, Friday, 
Feb 14thFeb 14th

With World Cup soccer set to come to Philadelphia, the Senate ap-
proved legislation enabling international team doctors to treat their 
players in the commonwealth. The bill now moves to the House of 
Representatives for consideration. Philadelphia will host the FIFA 
Club World Cup this summer and the FIFA World Cup in 2026. In 
both of those contests, athletes will be supported by their traveling 
team doctors. Under current law, each international doctor would 
be required to obtain a medical license from the Pennsylvania State 
Board of Medicine to treat players, even for just a single match. Sen-
ate Bill 184 would exempt international team doctors from needing 
to obtain a Pennsylvania medical license to care for their athletes. 
Much like how the law treats team physicians licensed in other 
states, international doctors would be limited to treatment of just 
their players and would be prohibited from practicing in all health 
care facilities in the commonwealth.

Bill Enabling World Cup Team Doctors to 
Practice in PA Receives Senate Support
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439 RT 94, Fredon, NJ 610-888-6613

The Fountain House Pub & DiningThe Fountain House Pub & Dining

NOW OPEN

SUNDAYSNOW OPEN

SUNDAYS

Live Music this
Sat., February 1st

at 7:30pm

Follow Us on
Facebook

for Updates!

Live Music this
Sat., February 1st

at 7:30pm

Follow Us on
Facebook

for Updates!

The Pennsylvania 
Department of En-
vironmental Protec-
tion (DEP) today an-
nounced the winners of 
the 2025 Pennsylvania 
Student Radon Poster 
Contest and continues 
to encourage Pennsyl-
vanians to test their 
homes for radon as part 
of the department’s on-
going National Radon 
Action Month out-
reach.
First place in the 2025 

Pennsylvania Student 
Radon Poster Contest 
went to Regan Schall, a 
seventh-grade student 
at North Hills Middle 
School, whose poster 
will be entered into a 
national student radon 
poster contest. Audrey 
Rau, a ninth-grade 
student at Monroe Ca-
reer and Technical In-
stitute, earned second 
place. And David Culp, 
a fourth-grade student 
at Pittston Area Inter-
mediate Center, earned 
third place.
“We want to thank all 

the students who par-
ticipated in this year’s 
Student Radon Poster 
Contest,” said DEP Ra-
don Program Manag-
er Bob Lewis. “We’re 
pleased to include these 
winning posters as part 

DEP Announces Winners of 2025 Pennsylvania Student Radon Poster Contest, 
Encourages Pennsylvanians to Test for Radon During Radon Action Month

of our radon education-
al outreach to Pennsyl-
vanians in 2025.”
Winners of the 2025 

Pennsylvania Student 
Radon Poster Contest 
are also helping DEP 
educate Pennsylvanians 
about the importance 
of testing their homes 
for the radioactive gas. 
Posters were judged by 
DEP staff on subject 
matter accuracy and 
other criteria.
Radon is an invisible, 

odorless, radioactive 
gas that enters homes 
from the ground as a 
result of the breakdown 
of uranium and radium 

in rocks and soil.
“Around 40 percent 

of Pennsylvania homes 
have higher levels of 
radon gas than feder-
al guidelines consider 
safe. However, every 
Pennsylvanian should 
take radon awareness 
seriously, as it poses 
significant potential 
health risks. Radon 
is the second leading 
cause of lung cancer in 
the United States, sec-
ond only to smoking,” 
DEP Acting Secretary 
Jessica Shirley said. 
“What makes radon 
particularly concerning 
is that you can’t see 

it, smell it, or taste it. 
There are no symptoms 
to alert you to its pres-
ence in the home. That 
is why every Pennsylva-
nian should ensure their 
families are safe and test 
for radon.”
Pennsylvania is partic-

ularly prone to elevated 
radon levels, and the only 
way homeowners can 
know for certain if they 
have a radon problem 
is to test their home. 
DEP recommends that 
all homes, public and 
private buildings get 
tested. The best time 
to test is during the 
colder months, when 

homes and buildings 
are closed and radon 
is most likely to be 
trapped and build up to 
higher levels. 
Radon is responsi-

ble for an estimated 
21,000 lung cancer 
deaths every year in 
the U.S., according to 
Environmental Pro-
tection Agency (EPA), 
and about 40 percent 
of Pennsylvania homes 
have radon levels above 
the EPA action level of 
4.0 pCi/L (picocuries 
per liter). While radon 
problems may be more 
common in some re-
gions, there is potential 

for any home to have 
high radon levels.
Radon test kits are 

also available at many 
home improvement 
and hardware stores, as 
well as from Pennsyl-
vania-certified radon 
laboratories. Radon test 
kits typically cost ap-
proximately $20-$30. 
Completed test kits are 
sent to a Pennsylva-
nia-certified lab where 
the sample is analyzed, 
and the results are sent 
to the home or build-
ing owner. Homeown-
ers are also able to hire 
a state-certified radon 
testing company to do 
the testing for them. The 
public is encouraged to 
call DEP’s Radon Divi-
sion at 717-783-3594, 
or the Radon Hotline 
at 800-237-2366, for 
help with interpretation 
of their test results and 
what follow-up action 
may be necessary. 
Permanent radon miti-

gation systems typical-
ly cost between $800 
and $1,200 and require 
minimal maintenance. 
A list of state-certified 
radon contractors, labs, 
and testers is available 
on DEP’s website. The 
list is also available by 
calling 1-800-23-RA-
DON.

First Second Third
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2600 N Delaware Dr, Mt Bethel, PA 
Open M,W, Thur-Sun: 6am-9pm; Tues, 6am-3pm 570-897-64092600 N Delaware Dr, Mt Bethel, PA 

Celebrate Valentines Day with Us At 

Fri., Feb 14th & Sat., Feb 15th

Broiled Scallops over Rice............................$19.99

Delmonico Steak & Grilled Shrimp...............$24.99

Prime Rib.....................................................$24.99

T-Bone Steak................................................$24.99

Chicken Sophia w/ Crabmeat & Shrimp........$19.99

Broiled Salmon Over Rice w/ Dill Sauce........$19.99

Open M,W, Thur-Sun: 6am-9pm; Tues, 6am-2pm

Maryland Crab Cakes....................................$19.99

Pot Roast.....................................................$19.99

Smoked Pork Chops (2).................................$19.99

Fillet Mignon w/ Red Peppers, Mozzarella Cheese, 

& Porta Bello Mushrooms.............................$19.99

** These Entrees Served with 2 Veg., Soup or Salad & Cake**

570-897-6409

Celebrate Valentines Day with Us At 

Fri., Feb 14th & Sat., Feb 15th

Chicken Francese *includes soup or salad & cake..................................................................$19.99

Shrimp Trio (21) Breaded, Broiled & Cocktail over Rice *Includes soup or salad, 1 veg., & cake................................$24.99

Lobster & Crab Ravioli w/ Pink Sauce *Includes soup or salad & cake....................................$19.99

Shrimp & Broccoli Penne w/ Garlic & Olive Oil *Includes soup or salad & cake....................................$19.99

Celebrate Valentines Day with Us At 

Mt. Bethel DinerM t. Bethel Diner

Valentine’s Day Specials Start at 11am  |  Dine In or Take Out  |  Regular Menu Available

Fri., Feb 14th & Sat., Feb 15th

The Pennsylvania 
Game Commission, in 
conjunction with the 
Pennsylvania Depart-
ment of Agriculture, is 
announcing two deer 
have tested positive for 
Chronic Wasting Dis-
ease (CWD) in a new 
area of Pennsylvania.
The two deer, one 

hunter-harvested and 
one from a captive facil-
ity, were detected in Lu-
zerne County. Both deer 
were adult males.
The Luzerne County 

detections are 40 miles 
from the nearest wild 
CWD detection. They 

will ultimately result in 
Disease Management 
Area (DMA) changes 
later this spring – the 
details of which will be 
released following the 
Game Commission’s 
Board of Commission-
ers meeting in April.
The captive deer that 

tested positive for CWD 
Dec. 16 was from a 
breeding deer farm in 
Luzerne County. Initial 
positive test results from 
the Pennsylvania Ani-
mal Diagnostic System 
Laboratory were con-
firmed in the USDA’s 
National Veterinary 

Newly Detected CWD Positives Found In Northeast PA
Services Laboratory in 
Ames, Iowa on Dec. 23. 
The Pennsylvania De-
partment of Agriculture 
placed the farm under a 
quarantine order for five 
years. The order requires 
the farm to test any ad-
ditional deer that die on 
the farm, and not trans-
fer any deer on or off the 
farm. Any subsequent 
positive test results will 
extend the quarantine 
order requirements and 
restrictions for another 
five years.
 Pennsylvania deer 

farms must participate 
in one of two stringent 
programs – the Herd 
Certified Program, or 
the Herd Monitored 
Program. The Herd Cer-
tified Program meets 
U.S. Department of 
Agriculture CWD stan-
dards and is required 
for any cervid farmer 
wishing to ship deer 
across state lines. Both 
programs require prop-
er IDs; record-keeping 
on all animals moved 
on or off farms; annu-
al herd inventories; re-
porting of CWD suspect 
animals and animals 
that die, escape or are 
stolen; maintaining a 
minimum 8-foot-high 
fence; obtaining permits 

to import animals from 
out-of-state; and oth-
er measures to monitor 
herds for disease. Only 
farms enrolled in the 
Herd Certified Program 
are permitted to move 
live deer across state 
lines, with official iden-
tification that will aid 
veterinarians in tracking 
disease origins in the 
event remaining deer 
die and test positive.  
 Chronic Wasting Dis-

ease programs in cap-
tive deer are managed 
by the PA Department 
of Agriculture and are 
necessary to help slow 
the spread of the disease 
and allow these busi-
nesses to operate.
An always-fatal neuro-

logical disease caused 
by a misfolded protein 
called a prion, CWD is 
a threat to deer and elk. 
It’s classified as a trans-
missible spongiform 
encephalopathy (TSE) 
and is similar to scra-
pie in sheep, mad cow 
disease in cattle and 
Creutzfeldt-Jakob dis-
ease in humans.
CWD spreads through 

direct animal-to-ani-
mal contact, as well as 
indirectly through pri-
on-contaminated en-
vironments. CWD-in-

Have you Recently 

Lost a Loved One?

We run obituaries to help spread the word to We run obituaries to help spread the word to 
the community about the services for your the community about the services for your 

 beloved family members. beloved family members.

Contact Us at thepressads@gmail.com for Contact Us at thepressads@gmail.com for 
details on pricingdetails on pricing

fected individuals shed 
prions through saliva, 
urine and feces, and 
infected carcasses con-
tribute to environmental 
contamination. Once in 
soil, CWD prions remain 
infectious for decades. 
Therefore, feeding deer 
is strongly discouraged 
and is illegal within ex-
isting DMAs.
There is no evidence of 

CWD infecting humans 
or other species un-
der natural conditions. 
However, much is still 
unknown about CWD, 
therefore the Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention recommends 
not eating the meat of a 

CWD-positive deer.
The Game Commission 

will host an informa-
tional meeting to answer 
any questions from the 
public. It is scheduled 
for Thursday, Feb. 27, 
form 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
at Penn State Hazle-
ton, Graham Building 
Room 115, Parking Lot 
F. Penn State Hazleton 
Campus address is 76 
University Drive, Ha-
zleton PA 18202. Con-
tact the Game Com-
mission’s CWD Hotline 
at 1-833-INFOCWD, 
email INFOCWD@
pa.gov or visit www.
arcg.is/1G4TLr for 
more information.
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Four Bangor Area High School students advanced to PMEA’s Re-Four Bangor Area High School students advanced to PMEA’s Re-
gion V Band. Nicholas Janneck, Nathan Deeney, Eric Goffinet and gion V Band. Nicholas Janneck, Nathan Deeney, Eric Goffinet and 
Brandon Martinho. Region V encompasses 15 Pennsylvania coun-Brandon Martinho. Region V encompasses 15 Pennsylvania coun-
ties from south central PA to northeast PA. The best of the District ties from south central PA to northeast PA. The best of the District 
10 musicians from northeast PA will join the best of District 7 musi-10 musicians from northeast PA will join the best of District 7 musi-
cians from south central PA for the Region V band. PMEA Region V cians from south central PA for the Region V band. PMEA Region V 
Band will be held at East Stroudsburg High School South on March Band will be held at East Stroudsburg High School South on March 
6-8, 2025, Host Katye Clogg.  The guest conductor will be Dr Travis 6-8, 2025, Host Katye Clogg.  The guest conductor will be Dr Travis 
Weller, Associate Professor of Music at Messiah University.Weller, Associate Professor of Music at Messiah University.

This week, Gov. Josh 
Shapiro made multiple 
announcements about 
the cost of electricity in 
Pennsylvania. One of 
those claims is that cus-
tomers will save billions 
of dollars through an 
agreement he made with 
PJM, a regional trans-
mission organization that 
coordinates the move-
ment of wholesale elec-
tricity in all or part of 13 
states and the District of 
Columbia.
The reality is that none 

of the governor’s an-
nouncements will save 
any of us a single dollar 
on our electric bills. The 
truth is that his admin-
istration’s policies have 
directly contributed to 
higher prices.

I have worked to prior-
itize the advancement of 
meaningful legislation to 
help address rising costs 
for consumers of elec-
tricity. It is unfortunate 
that many of the mea-
sures were not supported 
by the Shapiro Adminis-
tration during the last two 

years. We will continue 
working to enact energy 
policies which reduce 
costs for hardworking 
Pennsylvanians, ensure 
the future stability of 
our power grid, and help 
expand access to good, 
family sustaining jobs 
here in Pennsylvania.

Pennsylvanians Deserve the Truth About 
Electricity Costs



February 6, 2025Page 14 The Free Weekly Press

HAUL/REMOVE

John’s Hauling
 & Removal

John’s Hauling
 & Removal

Appliances, Pianos,
Woodstoves,

Furniture,
Large-Screen TVs,

Anything BIG or SMALL

One Piece Or A Truck Load
AVAILABLE 7 DAYS A WEEK
& LAST MINUTE SERVICE!

570-240-0799
Call Us Today!Call Tim Vicario

610-588-1620
Call Tim Vicario

FREE ESTIMATESINSURED

PA016575

610-588-1620

GENERAL HOME REPAIRS
Painting · Carpentry  

Minor Plumbing  ·  Decks
Bathroom & 

Kitchen Remodeling

HANDY MAN

Ceramic ·  Marble · Laminate
Wood Floors  ·  VCT Tile

Countertops · Floors · Walls

Bathroom &
 Kitchen Remodeling

Ceramic ·  Marble · Laminate
Wood Floors  ·  VCT Tile

Countertops · Floors · Walls

610-588-1620

Vicario’s
Tile Installation
610-588-1620

Bathroom &
 Kitchen Remodeling

TILE WORK
Vicario’s

Tile Installation

FREE ESTIMATESINSURED

PA
01

65
75 Call Tim Vicario

610-588-1620
Call Tim Vicario

610-588-1620

ONLY $230

TIM VICARIO’S
Handy Man Service

Give a Gift of Gardens!

LANDSCAPE PLANNING

The Senate passed 
three bills to stop waste, 
fraud and abuse in Penn-
sylvania’s Supplemental 
Nutritional Assistance 
Program (SNAP) and 
Medical Assistance pro-
gram (Medicaid). The 
bills will be sent to the 
Pennsylvania House of 
Representatives for con-
sideration.
Senate Bill 155 would 

prevent deceased people 
from receiving benefits 
by requiring the Penn-
sylvania Department of 
Human Services (DHS) 
to check death certifi-
cates at the Bureau of 
Vital Statistics against 
recipients of public as-
sistance. A state audit 
previously found 2,324 
deceased public as-
sistance recipients re-
ceived benefits totaling 
$700,000 in a 12-month 
period.
Senate Bill 156 would 

require DHS to com-
pare wage records held 
by employers and the 
Pennsylvania Depart-
ment of Revenue with 

public assistance recipi-
ents quarterly to prevent 
fraud. From 2019-23, 
the Pennsylvania Of-
fice of State Inspector 
General filed more than 
2,900 criminal com-
plaints of welfare fraud, 
with more than $15 mil-
lion owed in restitution.
Senate Bill 157 would 

update the Public As-
sistance Integrity Act to 
require DHS to issue a 
yearly report on its ef-
forts to ensure lottery 
winners are not receiv-
ing cash benefits. The 
Public Assistance Integ-
rity Act, a bipartisan ini-
tiative signed into law in 
2018, closed a loophole 
that did not require lot-
tery winnings to be con-
sidered as income when 
determining eligibility 
for benefits.
Contact your state rep-

resentatives and urge 
them to support practi-
cal, common-sense pro-
posals like these—en-
suring your tax dollars 
are used wisely, fairly, 
and efficiently.

Senate Acts to Fight Waste, 
Fraud and Abuse in Public 

Assistance Programs
The Clean Team Work-

force announces its Em-
ployee of the Month for 
January, Custis C.
After being released 

from prison for sell-
ing drugs, Custis spent 
his free time racing ra-
dio-controlled (RC) 
battery-powered trucks. 
He learned everything 
he could about this type 
of racing. At one time, 
he had over 40 trucks, 
most of which he cus-
tom-built. However, 
his passion for racing 
turned into an obses-
sion. His new addiction 
ruled his life in the same 
manner that drugs had 
earlier. Custis spent his 
social security benefits 
on racing without think-
ing about how he would 
pay his rent. Unfortu-
nately, his addiction led 
him to becoming home-
less.
Custis came to the Al-

lentown Rescue Mission 
and immediately joined 
the Transformation Pro-
gram. He knew in his 
heart that the Bible and 
life skills classes would 
help him change his life. 
Custis learned to let go 
of anger and frustration 
with things he couldn’t 
control. He said, “All 
I had to do was ‘drop 
the I’ and give it over to 
God.” Knowing God is 
in control, has made the 

difference for him.
Custis also learned to 

budget his money in the 
program’s finance class-
es. He reflected on his 
reckless spending and 
his addiction to racing 
and now realizes that 
controlling his finances 
will allow him to remain 
independent and live as 
a productive member of 
society.
Since graduating from 

the Transformation Pro-
gram, Custis has been 
working for the Clean 
Team Workforce. Up 
until now, he didn’t 
have any formal work 
experience. He admits 
most of his business 
activities were illegal, 
but he is embracing this 
opportunity. The enthu-
siasm and gratefulness 
that Custis exhibits 
working with the Clean 
Team Workforce bright-
ens everyone’s day. His 
happiness shines from 
within knowing that he 
is blessed with a new 
life, and he can be the 
person he always want-
ed to be.
Congratulations, Cus-

tis, and best of luck in 
the future.
The Allentown Rescue 

Mission, a 501c3, 123 
bed non-profit homeless 
shelter has been provid-
ing shelter to men expe-
riencing homelessness 

Clean Team Workforce Names January Employee of the Month

since 1900. In addition 
to emergency shelter 
services (365 days a 
year), the Allentown 
Rescue Mission offers 
a residential life skills 
program, and transition-
al employment on the 
Clean Team Workforce 
that’s available for hire 
to the community. The 
Clean Team Workforce 
pays the men above PA 
state minimum wage– 
helping them save a nest 

egg to transition back 
into the community. In 
a typical year, the Al-
lentown Rescue Mission 
provides shelter services 
for nearly 1,000 men and 
serves more than 60,000 
meals to men in need.
To refer someone to the 

Allentown Rescue Mis-
sion for services or to 
learn ways you can help 
make a difference please 
visit www.allentownres-
cuemission.org
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Make Checks Payable to: The Free Weekly Press, LLC

Ads with
Photos!

$20

CLASSIFIED ADS CAN BE SUBMITTED VIA EMAIL TO: THEPRESSADS@GMAIL.COM OR BY 
MAIL TO: THE FREE WEEKLY PRESS, PO BOX 606, BANGOR, PA 18013

All Classified ads are $15 per week, per inch, with the exception of Yard 
Sale ads, which are $5. There is no charge for items being listed as 

FREE. Please specify the category in which you would like you ad to 
appear (ex: Help Wanted, Real Estate, Rentals, Vehicle...Etc.) 

Please specify which size ad, and how many weeks you wish to run. 
PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY.

Buying

Firewood for Sale. 
Mixed Seasoned 
Hardwoods. $450 
per dump truck 

load. approx. 1 3/4 
cord. Free delivery 
within 10mi radius. 
Call Craig Wickett 
at 610-599-6882 or 

610-442-2996.

Siding, Roofer, and 
Window Installer.
Experienced only.

Must have drivers li
cense.  Work available 

immediately. Call 
Comunale Construction 
at 610-588-6715

10 x 20 Garage 
for Rent! Electric 
Overhead Door w/ 

Concrete Floor.  
$125/mo. William 

St., Pen Argyl. 
Call 484-330-0093

Cut-Split-Delivered
$210 a Cord
570-202-6902

Seasoned Firewood
$190/cord

$95/half cord
570-202-6902

Firewood for 
Sale. $120 pick up 

truck load. Call 
Craig Wickett at
610-599-6882. 
Pick Up Only  
No Delivery!

TS

TS

NOW HIRING FOR 
2024 SEASON!
Ground Men,  

Climbers & CDL 
Drivers Needed 

Call Us at
570-807-7746

CDL & LABORERS 
WANTED

Henry Yeska & Son 
Septic Service

Hiring CDL Drivers 
Class A & B and 

 Laborers. Full time 
& part time available. 
Experience preferred 

but not required. 
Will train on the job. 
Please call the office 

at 610-759-3290.

Part Time Tree Helper 
Wanted! Must Have 

Valid DL. Call 
610-588-1034

TS

 Firewood for sale
$200 a cord 

All different sizes 
14, 16 or 18

 inches long. 
Call 610-588-7513

Help Wanted
Must Have Taken 
CDL Endorsment 

Class A or B
Benefits Offered
& Vacation Time
Apply by Calling

610-759-3290

Saturday & Day 
Shift Servers 

Wanted At 
 Hunter’s Lodge 
in New Jersey

Please Call 
610-888-6613

FIREWOOD

Looking for an 
 Experienced 

 Sewing Person 
Needed for

 Creative Private
 Label. High 

Fashion, Custom 
Clothing Studio. 

Part Time in
 Blairstown, NJ.

Call Julia at 
 610-573-8313 or 
email: julia.robin.

rutherford@
gmail.com

I BUY 
JEWELRY & 
STERLING 

FLATWARE!
JEWELRY: GOLD, 
SILVER, COSTUME 

& VINTAGE 

THE BEST 
PRICES PAID 

IN CASH! 
I can come to you, 

or we can meet
Call Kolleen: 

973-459-0725
Serving PA, NJ & NY

Part time Outdoor 
Educators wanted 
- training provid-

ed. Flexible hours. 
Pays $17 per hour. 

Call Sara at 
908-362-8217.

Housekeeper 
Wanted.

 Flexible hours. 
Pays $16 per hour. 

Call Alison at
 908-362-8217.
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Valentine’s Day Is Valentine’s Day Is 

Less Than A Month Less Than A Month 

Away! StartAway! Start

 Planning Now! Planning Now!

LVMSBL (Ages 58+) 
(Lehigh Valley Mens Senior Baseball League)

Riegelsville Reds
are looking for:

Pitchers, Catchers, &
Outfielders This is a

wood bat, hardball league.
Major League Rules.

Call/Leave Message for
Coach Greg at 484-894-4524
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64 Rt. 46 Delaware, NJ • 908-475-0060 • 610-888-6613

Hunter’s Lodge 
Restaurant & Motel

Hunter’s Lodge 
Restaurant & Motel

64 Rt. 46, Columbia, NJ  •  908-475-0060 •  We Are Open 11am-11pm  •  7 Days a Week  

Serving Breakfast
at 11am

Serving Breakfast
at 11am

Martini Monday!
$5 Wells

Taco Tuesday!
$7.99

Martini Monday!
$5 Wells

Taco Tuesday!
$7.99

Motel Rooms: $95/Night;  $500/Week;  $1,150/Mo. Includes: A/C & Heat, WiFi,
 Dish Network, Trash, Parking, 

Small Fridge & Microwave.

Steamed
Clams

Steamed
Clams

Like Us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/HuntersLodgeNJLike Us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/HuntersLodgeNJ

Featuring live, romantic musical entertainment by 
John Cannavo and a 5-star menu of hand cut Black 

Angus NY Strip Steak, grilled over an open flame and 
topped with a seafood pairing of shrimp and scallops 

in a  succulant fresh garlic, butter glaze surrounded by 
steamed vegetables and perched upon a bed of orzo 

pasta (gluten free option of mashed potatoes available 
upon request, when making reservations) finish your 

meal  with a suprise, made in house dessert.         

This Very Special Menu Is Served In Our Candle Lit, 
Intimate Dining Room, Adorned with

Fresh Flowers & Table Linens

Call 610-888-6613 For Motel Rooms!


